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WE’VE all taken our own path to 
become a member of Rotary. Some 
of you joined because your father 
was a Rotarian. Some of us signed 
up because an employer tapped us 
on the shoulder and asked us to 
attend a meeting. Others became 
members only after a US Supreme 
Court ruling made it possible. Yet 
each of us entered through one 
mechanism – an invitation.

An invitation that unlocks our 
imaginations and allows us to know that 
everything and anything is possible. Each 
one of us has that same opportunity – the 
honour to extend an invitation.

It is awe-inspiring to imagine how we 
can look out across our communities 
and identify our future leaders. It’s often 
tempting to attract people who are exactly 
like us. It’s a special form of ingenuity to 
consider how people who are seemingly 
very different can, in fact, share our values 
and have some of those same talents, just 
waiting to be unleashed.

It’s time for Rotary to take our next step 
in advancing Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion 
(DEI) across our organisation. 

Embracing an experience where people 
feel included is more than just making our 
membership numbers more diverse. It’s 
about making our meetings and events 
places where we can speak openly and 
honestly with each other, where our 
members feel welcome and safe. This 
means removing barriers for entry and 
opening doors for inclusion. Our values 
remain our strength – and our commitment 
to excellence requires us to maintain high 

standards for our members  
as well.

I believe we are all committed 
and determined to advancing 
DEI across Rotary. This is rooted 
in the deepest traditions of our 
organisation, and it will ensure 
that we remain vibrant and 
relevant for decades to come. 

A few years ago, our Rotary 
Board set the ambitious goal of 
increasing the share of female 

members to 30 per cent by 2023. We have 
less than a year to go, but I believe we can 
meet and exceed this target.

We need Rotary leaders to rise from 
every continent, culture and creed. We 
need young members and young thinkers 
to take on larger roles and responsibilities. 
We need to listen to new Rotary members 
just as keenly, and with as much respect, as 
those with many years of membership. 

During our recent convention in Houston, 
we heard from astronauts about their 
journeys into space. We reflected upon a 
time in the 1960s when US President John 
F Kennedy urged the world to dream, with 
his declaration that we would “go to the 
moon [and do] other things, not because 
they are easy, but because they are hard”. 

Fully committing Rotary to DEI and 
meeting our ambitious membership targets 
may seem as unlikely as a moon shot. 
But I know that when people of action are 
committed to a big goal, we make it worth 
every ounce of our energy.

 Jennifer Jones
President, Rotary International 

 Jennifer 
Jones
President
Rotary 
International

It starts with  
an invitation
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IT’S wonderful to be travelling 
again. New Zealand was my last 
big trip before the pandemic, so it 
was good to be back there again 
in June. And while COVID may 
have put a brake on our travel 
plans over the past two years, it 
certainly hasn’t stalled the projects 
and initiatives of Rotarians and 
Rotaractors.

During my 10 days in New 
Zealand, I saw some terrific 
projects highlighting all our areas 
of focus.

I visited the new Wellington 
Regional Children’s Hospital to 
see two whānau (family) rooms 
funded by Rotary clubs in District 
9940. I visited the Community 
Breast Milk Bank in Christchurch, 
funded and operated by Rotary, 
and I watched primary school 
children in Auckland learn how to 
manage their big feelings thanks to 
a Rotary Foundation Global Grant. 
These and other projects like them 
deliver much needed support to 
mothers, families and children.

I also witnessed the power of 
Rotary to improve educational 
outcomes. I visited Banks Avenue 
School in Christchurch and saw 
children using tablets donated by 
the Rotary Club of Christchurch 
New Horizons. At Te Awa School in 
Napier I saw the many and varied 
ways that school has benefitted 
from a 20-year partnership with 
Ahuriri Sunrise Rotary.

I was also impressed to see 
the ways that Rotarians are 
preserving the environment. I 
joined with others at the Taupō 
Swamp site near Wellington 
to plant a tree, one of 250,000 
trees being planted across the 
country (pictured right). I saw first-

hand how Rotarians are 
restoring the Pekapeka 
Wetlands near Hastings 
and I was moved by 
the efforts of Rotarians 
who are creating a 
Rotary Forest of Peace, 
Remembrance and 
Community in an area of 
Christchurch devastated 
by earthquakes.

Among my personal 
favourites were the projects that 
increase the amenity of towns for 
residents and visitors; the parks and 
playgrounds, community gardens, 
the walking trails and bike paths 
dotted right across the country. 

Alongside this, I participated 
in some excellent Rotary events. 
I was impressed with the focus 
on diversity, equity and inclusion 
at the District 9920 conference; 
I joined with other current and 
emerging female leaders from 
District 9910, and met with donors 
at Rotary Foundation events 

across the country. I also 
enjoyed several Rotary 
club visits along with way. 

Numerous other things 
stood out for me as 
highlights of my visit; 
in particular, the ability 
of clubs to partner with 
other organisations as a 
way of increasing Rotary’s 
impact, the generosity 
of donors to Rotary’s 

Foundation and, as always, the 
warmth of New Zealanders.

It is terrific to see how Rotarians 
are delivering positive and lasting 
change in New Zealand and 
throughout the region. I thank all 
the district governors who hosted 
my visit, the Rotarians who made 
me welcome in their clubs and 
homes, and, in particular, Regional 
Rotary Foundation Coordinator 
Peter Garnett who oversaw the 
schedule and accompanied me 
on the visit. It was absolutely 
wonderful. RDU

Rotary at its best 
in New Zealand

By Jessie 
Harman
Rotary 
International 
Director 2021-23
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Edit
Still ‘the exchange student’ 
50 years on
FIFTY years ago, I left Ulverstone, 
Tasmania, for Osaka, Japan. It 
was the start of an incredible and 
life changing year as a Rotary 
Exchange Student.

I was the first Tasmanian to 
go to Japan with Rotary, so it 
was slightly ‘experimental’ and 
courageous of the Rotary Club of 
Devonport to sponsor me. 

The fact that I spoke no Japanese 
posed few, if any, problems and 
I soon settled into my new life as 
a Japanese schoolgirl. I attended 
Baika (Plum Flower) Girls’ High 
School, started playing basketball 
with the school team, wore the 
school uniform and everything 
started to feel very normal! 

As time went on, not only did I 
feel very connected and Japanese 
in my mind, I even started to 
believe that I physically looked 
quite Japanese!

What I gained from my year 
in Japan is difficult to describe, 
but I believe I have spent the 

past 50 years benefiting from my 
exchange year as an artist but 
most importantly as a person. I 
am connected to my Japanese 
experience every single day.

I am particularly aware of 
Rotary’s role in promoting positive 
peace and social equilibrium in 
the world. Positive international 
peace is created by eliminating 
discrimination and conflict and 
I believe Rotary contributes 
to peace building initiatives 
worldwide.

One way this is manifested 
is through the Youth Exchange 
program and I am so fortunate 
to have returned to Tasmania 
with my eyes, mind and heart 
open; I had a new awareness 
and understanding. I returned 
to Tasmania with a deep 
understanding of goodwill  
and compassion.

I have enjoyed many trips to 
Japan to visit my family and to 
have regular art exhibitions. I 
always attend a Rotary meeting 
when I visit Osaka. Even at the 

age of 30, 40, 50 and yes, even 60, 
they always still consider me their 
exchange student!

I hope those Rotarians on the 
selection committee 50 years 
ago and all Rotarians realise how 
grateful I am, every day, for having 
been given the opportunity of 
living in Japan. It has made me 
who I am.

I have a few plans to 
acknowledge the 50th anniversary 
of my exchange and would be 
happy to share my story with  
any club.
Kaye Green
fishwithlegs@netspace.net.au

YOUTH EXCHANGE

| 16 |   ISSUE 616 MAY 2019

Seeing 
the same 

moon
Speaking not a word of Japanese, a 1972 

student exchange to Osaka opened up a whole 
new world for Tasmanian artist Kaye Green.

By Kaye Green

I
t all began back in 1971 when I lived in Ulverstone, Tasmania. At 
school, I met a Japanese student who had come to Devonport 
High School as a Lions club exchange student. When the Rotary 
Club of Devonport announced their intention to sponsor a 
student to study overseas, it was Kyoko who persuaded me to 
file an application for study in Japan.

I was selected as the first Tasmanian exchange student to go to Japan, 
and set off in January 1972 for Osaka, Japan, flying from Devonport via 
Melbourne, Darwin then Hong Kong. I couldn’t speak a word of Japanese, 
since, in those days it wasn’t taught in schools. Students going on Youth 
Exchange nowadays are well prepared, but for me there was no orientation 
program, uniform or even a badge. But off I went!

In Osaka, I met the Doi family; my host father Kenji Doi, my host mother 
Teruko Doi and my younger sister, by two months, Michiko, the youngest of 
six children and the only child still living at home.

RDU616.indb   16 17/04/2019   9:14:07 PM

YOUTH EXCHANGE

ROTARYDOWNUNDER.ORG   | 17 |

Moon in a Travelling 
Sky, By Kaye Green

RDU616.indb   17 17/04/2019   9:14:09 PM

For the full story of Kaye’s exchange year, see the May 
2019 edition of Rotary Down Under  bit.ly/3IHTZms

MAIL
BOX
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Supporting 
Auckland’s 
nurses for 
50 years

“As well 
as having 
excellent 
relationships 
with her 
team, one of 
Linda’s many 
strengths is 
her patient-
focused 
care and 
providing 
a holistic 
approach to 
support the 
hospital’s 
vulnerable 
patients.”

Further donations made to 
support nurse education
The Rotary Club of Auckland 
has gifted $6,000 towards the 
Auckland Health Foundation’s 
Rise Scholarship program, 
supporting aspiring nurses 
and midwives who would not 
otherwise be able to pursue  
their dreams. 

The scholarships, run through 
Auckland District Health Board, 
help students overcome 
challenges while completing a 
degree in nursing or midwifery. 
They provide recipients with 
financial, practical and emotional 
support, and when they qualify, 
scholars are supported into 
employment at Auckland  
City Hospital.

INFO-SQUARE

THE Rotary Club of Auckland, 
NZ, has celebrated the 
50th anniversary of the 
Trophy of Tradition Award 
at Auckland City Hospital, 
which recognises a nurse 
who has made a significant 
contribution to the 
profession. 

The annual award was first 
presented on April 19, 1971, 
to commemorate the visit  
of Her Royal Highness 
Princess Alexandra.

Nominations are received 
and reviewed by a peer 
group of nurses at Auckland 
City Hospital. The trophy is 
awarded to the person who 
best meets the criteria laid 
down by the club and the 
hospital, and is based on 
adherence to the spirit of 
professional nursing.

This year’s recipient is 

Linda Attwood, a Nurse 
Unit Manager at Auckland 
City Hospital known for her 
phenomenal work ethic. 

“Linda is an extremely 
valued, highly professional, 
culturally aware role model 
for everyone; she is a very 
deserving recipient of this 
prestigious award,” said 
Margaret Dotchin, Auckland 
District Health Board Chief 
Nursing Officer. 

“As well as having excellent 
relationships with her 
team, one of Linda’s many 
strengths is her patient-
focused care and providing a 
holistic approach to support 
the hospital’s vulnerable 
patients.”

On receiving the accolade, 
Linda said, “I would like to 
thank my colleagues for 
nominating me for this 

award, and I also thank the 
Rotary Club of Auckland for 
naming me as the recipient 
of this year’s trophy.”

Working around COVID-19 
restrictions, the award was 
finally able to be presented 
to Linda, with her family and 
colleagues in attendance, by 
Past President Tony Caughey, 
President-elect Kristen 
Flannery, and club Secretary 
Jacqui Bernards.

“With the current demands 
on our health system it 
is more important than 
ever that we support our 
dedicated nurses,” said 
Rotary Club of Auckland 
President Brian Aiken. “The 
club and I are proud of the 
contribution we have made 
over the past 50 years and 
look forward to continuing 
to support these fantastic 
health professionals for 
many years to come.” RDU

BELOW: Award 
recipient, Linda 
Attwood, with 
her nursing 
colleagues from 
Auckland City 
Hospital.
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IN 46 years, the iconic 
Rotary Club of Balwyn, Vic, 
Camberwell Sunday Market 
(CSM) has raised more than 
$20 million, and is again 
flourishing after being closed 
for almost two years due to 
COVID-19 restrictions. 

From humble beginnings 
on August 29, 1976, with 
some 20 stalls all manned 
by Balwyn Rotarians and 
their families, the market 
today consists of 380 stalls. 
It attracts between 3,000 
and 4,000 visitors and has 
become a Melbourne icon 
and tourist attraction.

Besides the $20 million 
raised by Balwyn, around 
10-20 stalls are hired by 
various charitable groups 
every Sunday to sell their 
unwanted goods, which 
raises some $800-$2,000  
per stall. 

The market is a fantastic 
success story enabling 
Balwyn to help establish and 
fund thousands of individual 
community assets within 
Australia and overseas, 
with donations from small 
amounts to $250,000.

To date, $6.596 million 
has been donated to 
projects within the City of 
Boroondara; $3.722 million 

For Rotary clubs wishing to apply for a Balwyn Centenary Grant, the next funding 
round closes September 30, 2022. Application forms and further information are 
available by emailing Bob Batrouney via bcg@balwynrotary.org.au INFO-SQUARE

Balwyn 
reaches $20 
million and 
still going 
strong

to other community projects; 
$3.17 million to youth 
projects; $3.77 million to 
international projects; $1.587 
million for medical research 
and equipment; and $1.403 
million assisting other 

Rotary clubs.
The market is a hands-on 

community service project 
undertaken over decades 
by Balwyn Rotarians. It took 
many years of hard work to 
establish a viable business, 
and over the decades 
there have been two major 
obstacles to overcome: 
the introduction of Sunday 
trading in Victoria, and a 
large developer applying 
to construct a retail and 
residential complex on the 
site. Both threatened the 
existence of the market, 
requiring the experience and 
professionalism of Rotarians 
to overcome the obstacles.

The Rotary Club of Balwyn 
has a close relationship with 
the City of Boroondara and 
is embedded into the social 
fabric of the community and 

retail traders of the area.
To celebrate the 100th 

anniversary of Rotary in 
Australia and New Zealand, 
Balwyn has pledged $1 
million over the next six 
years to other Rotary 
clubs to assist them with 
their community projects. 
Unfortunately, due to COVID 
restrictions, the Balwyn 
Centenary Grants has 
only been able to donate 
$125,000 in the last Rotary 
year, however, that figure will 
increase now the market is 
nearing its past performance.

One of the successful 
applicants in the second 
funding round was the 
Rotary Club of Prahran, Vic. 
The $25,000 awarded will 
enable their Rotary Inner 
Melbourne Emergency 
Relief Network to purchase 
a second-hand van, which 
will increase the Network’s 
efficiency dramatically. This 
project replicates the existing 
Rotary-run emergency 
networks in Melbourne’s 
east and west, by filling the 

"To date, 
$6.596 million 

has been 
donated to 

projects within 
the City of 

Boroondara; 
$3.722 million 

to other 
community 

projects; 
$3.17 million 

to youth 
projects; $3.77 

million to 
international 

projects; 
$1.587 million 

for medical 
research and 

equipment; 
and $1.403 

million 
assisting other 

Rotary clubs"

RIGHT: 
Camberwell 

Sunday Market 
volunteers 

Sandi Fulcher, 
left, David 

Jones and Janie 
Pirret.
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Central Melbourne gap in  
the middle.

The Rotary Clubs of 
Launceston Central and 
South Launceston, Tas, 
successfully submitted a 
combined application to 
fund two water bores in the 
Tarime district of Northern 
Tanzania, which will be the 
catalyst to enable another 
18 bores to be built. When 
completed, drinking water 
will be available to villages of 
2,000-5,000 people. RDU

WE have all been moved by the plight of the Ukrainian people as their country is ravaged by 
invading Russian forces. According to Reuters, as of July 15, more than 17 million people are 
estimated to have been displaced, with approximately five million forced into exile. 

The conflict has caused a humanitarian crisis of unimaginable scale, with tens of thousands 
of civilians killed and injured, and countless others living through daily bombardment and 
violence. Dozens of cities and towns have been destroyed and hundreds of thousands of 
people have no shelter, food, amenities or medical care.

This month, we give you an update on how Rotary in Australia and New Zealand has  
been responding since the outbreak of the 2022 invasion.

The war 
wages on

NEWS
BULLETIN

TOP: A Rotary 
Club of Balwyn 
Centenary Grant 
will help fund 
two water bores 
in Northern 
Tanzania thanks 
to a successful 
grant application 
by the Rotary Clubs 
of Launceston 
Central and South 
Launceston, Tas.
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Sowing 
seeds of 
love for the 
people of 
Ukraine
By PDG Bob Aitken AM
Lower Blue Mountains 
Rotary Club, NSW

THE Rotary Club of 
Coolamon, NSW, and Past 
District Governor John 
Glassford have launched the 
unique concept of selling 
sunflower seeds to raise 
funds for the Ukraine  
Crisis Appeal.

The beautiful sunflower 
is the national flower of 
Ukraine and John has 
connected with a generous 
grower to launch the 
scheme.

With fellow Coolamon 
Rotarian Garth Perkin, John 

BELOW: John 
Glassford is 

pictured with his 
PDG classmate 

Susan Wakefield 
and Club 

President Garry 
Smith (left) during 

a recent visit to 
the Rotary Club 

of Lower Blue 
Mountains, when 

he handed over 
the first bag of 

Ukraine Sunflower 
Seeds. 

Sunflowers for Ukraine: For further information on the Sunflowers 
for Ukraine project and how your club can get involved, contact  
PDG John Glassford on 0498 190 880 or email jacksflat@gmail.comINFO-SQUARE

travelled to The Rock near 
Ganmain to collect the first 
10kg bag of seeds from 
farmer Doug Bruckner and 
commence the marketing 
process.

They calculate they will 
have enough seeds for 
40,000 – 60,000 small bags 
holding approximately 40 
seeds in each.

One of John’s classmates 
from 2018-19, PDG Susan 
Wakefield OAM, was one of 
the first to take delivery of 
a bulk order of seeds and 
had immediate success – 
selling dozens of packets and 
collecting hundreds of dollars 
in donations.

John and Susan agree the 
packets of seeds should be 
offered in exchange for a 
gold coin – or donation 

of choice – and giving  
has already proved  
very generous.

However, this is just 
the beginning of a major 
marketing program – with 
plans to encourage Rotary 
clubs to place trays of 
seeds in shops, schools, 
service stations, street 
stalls and other community 
organisations for  
volunteer sales.

Preparation of the packs is 
simple. Packs of 2,000 cello 
bags can be purchased for 
approximately $55 including 
GST and delivery (contact 
Geoff Senior from Cello Bags 
Australia via 0418 114 422).

Promotional card 
templates are available and 
clubs can find their own 
special trays to display the 
bags at point-of-sale outlets. 
The same image can be used 
for promotional flyers and 
point-of-sale posters. 

The Rotary Club of 
Coolamon is also looking 
at ordering 1,000 display/
donation boxes, which clubs 
can purchase for $4 each 
plus postage. 

RI Director Jessie Harman 
has lent strong support to 
the program.

“The Sunflowers for 
Ukraine project is a simple 
way to show our support 
for the victims of war in 
Ukraine,” Jessie said. 

“The funds we raise 
will provide desperately 
needed relief for many. The 
sunflower we plant will stand 
as evidence of our solidarity 
and hopes for a brighter, 
peaceful future for all.”

The Ukraine Crisis Appeal 
has partnered with Rotary 
Australia and includes the 
Australian Federation of 
Ukraine organisations, Rotary 
Australia World Community 
Service and Caritas Ukraine. RDU
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A warm welcome for 
Ukrainian refugees
THE war in Ukraine 
has resulted in an 
unprecedented number of 
Ukrainian refugees seeking 
a safe haven from the 
heartbreaking destruction 
of their homes. Thousands 
have been forced to flee their 
homeland, ending up across 
the world, including here  
in Australia.

Rotary and Rotaract 
clubs around Europe have 
mobilised to assist those 
crossing the borders to 
neighbouring countries, and 
are achieving significant 
results in rehousing families 
and providing for essential 
clothing and living items.

What you may not know 
is that many Australians 
of Ukrainian descent have 
travelled to Europe with the 
purpose of rescuing family 
members and giving them 
refuge here in Australia. The 
Rotary Club of Essendon, Vic, 
knows first-hand how much 
of an impact the war has 
had on Ukrainian families 

– both here and those left 
behind – with a number of 
club members of Ukrainian 
descent.

The city of Moonee Valley, 
in which the Rotary Club of 
Essendon is located, has a 
large Ukrainian population, 
so it was natural for the club 
to meet with representatives 
of the Association of 
Ukrainian Humanitarian 
Aid Committee to identify 
immediate and future needs 
of displaced persons from 
Ukraine in Victoria.

Veronica O’Sullivan, Nola 
Spicer, Terry Stivala and 

Christine Hilbert met with 
Andrea from the Association 
to identify the best way to 
assist the refugees arriving 
in the community. As a 
result, a callout was made to 
donate essential clothing and 
household items. Members, 
friends and neighbours 
responded quickly. A visit to 
Footscray Donations In Kind 
with Andrea was organised 
to source sanitary products, 
warm jackets, caps and 
beanies, and other items 
of need, including a small 
fridge. Essential clothing 
items were immediately 
handed over to Andrea  
for distribution.

Michael Cariss generously 
gave his time to collect and 
deliver items with his ute.

The club then collated all 
the other donations and 
subsequently a large SUV and 
ute full of quality clothing 
was gathered and distributed 
in less than a week. It was all 
none too soon, with the first 
of Melbourne’s winter chills 
creeping in.

Rotarians provided Andrea 
with contacts in other 
organisations to source items 
the refugees may need in 
the future. The Rotary Club 
of Essendon will continue 
providing support as further 
displaced people arrive and 
their needs evolve. RDU

BELOW: The 
beautiful mural 
painted on 
the wall of 
the Ukrainian 
House building 
located in 
Essendon.

If you think you can assist the Rotary Club of Essendon in its support of 
U

krainian refugees, please contact the club via w
w

w
.rce.org.au

INFO-SQUARE
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SUPPORTED by members 
of the Ukraine Association 
of New Zealand, Rotary New 
Zealand World Community 
Service (RNZWCS) Limited is 
working directly with District 
2232 (Ukraine) to meet 
lifesaving needs of those 
affected by the Ukraine crisis.

RNZWCS is in personal 
contact with Immediate Past 
District Governor Volodymyr 
Bondarenko through an 
interpreter. The district has 
62 clubs, 1,111 Rotarians, and 
380 Rotaractors. 

The district has set up a 
Rotary committee to deal with 
the continuing humanitarian 
catastrophe. Daily operational 
meetings allow the committee 
to respond instantly to 
the changing needs of 
communities in cities and 
villages affected by the war 
and its aftermath. 

Humanitarian hubs have 
been established along the 
western border of Ukraine, 
where humanitarian goods 
from Europe and across the 
globe arrive daily, including 
basic medicines, medical 
equipment, nappies, food, 
water, clothing, linen, and 
hygiene items. Distribution 
is made through the 62 
Rotary clubs, which apply to 
the district committee and 
meet the criteria to ensure 
the number of packages they 

Hunters Hill fundraiser for Ukraine
The Rotary Club of Hunters Hill, NSW, raised $28,000 
for Ukraine refugees in May, with a dinner hosted by 
The Baytree Village at Greenwich. Diners took a trip 
down Memory Lane, with entertainers Frank Ifield 
OAM, Kandiah Kamalesvaran AM (better known by 
his stage name Kamahl) and Roland Hillcote (aka 
Roland Storm) providing their services for free.

The funds raised on the night were presented 
to the Ukraine Council of NSW, in association 
with RAWCS, and will be used for emergency 
humanitarian aid, including food, shelter, medical 
supplies and child welfare.

RNZWCS 
Ukrainian 
Relief Aid 
Appeal

D
etails on how

 to donate to the U
krainian Relief Aid Appeal can 

be found at w
w

w
.rnzw

cs.org or givealittle.co.nz/org/rnzw
cs 

INFO-SQUARE

request will be distributed. 
Rotarians in Poland are 

assisting with purchases, 
however, Polish trucks cannot 
cross the border, so goods 
are transhipped at the border 
to Ukraine vehicles. 

On June 23, five powerful 

diesel generators (10kW) and 
nine gasoline generators 
with a capacity of 2.2 kW 
were distributed to Ukrainian 
communities and hospitals 
where the grid was destroyed 
and the need for electricity  
is vital. RDU



ISSU
E 652 A

U
G

. 2022

| 13 |

NEWS
BULLETIN

LED by the Rotary Clubs of 
Sydney Cove and Holroyd, 
NSW, in partnership with 
the Australian Federation 
of Ukrainian Organisations 
(AFUO), the Ukraine Crisis 
Appeal has to date raised 
more than $6.1 million of its 
$10 million target. Around 
$700,000 of this amount 
has come from Rotary clubs 
around the country through 
individual donations and club 
fundraising events.

The prime objective 
of the appeal is to meet 
immediate lifesaving needs 
of the civilian population to 
preserve lives, ease suffering 
and promote self-sufficiency. 
Having met an initial target 
of $5 million, the scale of the 
tragedy is such that the need 
for further humanitarian  
aid is critical. The target  
was therefore doubled to  

Support for 
Ukraine’s 
displaced 
people

$10 million.
As of July 2022, some 

$3,600,000 in aid has been 
distributed: 
•	 $1,250,000 to Caritas 

Ukraine for internally 
displaced people and 
those awaiting transit 
abroad for the provision 
of food, temporary 
accommodation, medical 
aid and sanitary products.

•	 $1,700,000 to AFUO for 
the acquisition of medical 
equipment in Australia 
and China, and transport 
to Ukraine.

•	 $681,000 to the Rotary 
Club of Kyiv International 
for the establishment of 
five shelters for internally 
displaced people housing 
approximately 2,500 
people. Two of the 
shelters are in the west of 
the country close to Lviv, 

one in Central Ukraine, 
and two in the northern 
suburbs of Kyiv.

The Rotary Clubs of Sydney 
Cove and Holroyd have also 
established a resettlement 
fund for Ukrainians arriving 
in Australia. The fund will 
provide professional support 
for a variety of resettlement 
programs such as mental 
health, work entry, life skills 
(such as swimming, first aid, 
and driving lessons), bridging 
courses to have qualifications 
accepted in Australia, and 
integration programs for 
children such as retreats and 
camps. More than $280,000 
of the $500,000 target has 
been raised to date.

Both funds are managed 
through Rotary Australia 
World Community Service, 
making all donations tax 
deductible.

For further information on 
both appeals, contact Guy 
Glenny, of the Rotary Club of 
Sydney Cove via 0418 695 803 
or guyw.glenny@gmail.com. RDU

Ukraine  
Crisis Appeal

To donate to the Ukraine Crisis 
Appeal, visit donations.rawcs.
com.au/83-2014-15 For more 

information on the appeal, see 
www.ukrainecrisisappeal.org

Ukraine 
Crisis Appeal 

Resettlement Fund
To donate to the Ukraine Crisis 
Appeal Resettlement Fund, visit 

donations.rawcs.com.au/60-2021-22

INFO-SQUARE
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australianrotaryhealth.org.au

Districts of Australia

Ph: 02 8837 1900
E: admin@arh.org.au

To benefit the future
health of  Australians

through research, 
contact us today for a

FREE BEQUEST KIT

HEALTH
ROTARY
AUSTRALIAN
A BEQUEST TO
YOUR GREATEST GIFT

Medal of the Order of 
Australia (OAM)

Rotary Club

Brian Robert Henry RC Goonellabah

Joseph Anthony Botta RC Sydney

Robert Henry Gardiner RC Blacktown

PDG Bob Burnett RC Turramurra

Karen Toscan RC Bungendore

Lieutenant Commander Desmond 
Woods

RC Canberra

Margaret Ann Taylor RC Bega

William Michael Murphy RC Cowra

Kevin William Pitts (deceased) RC Myrtleford

Dr Jacob George RC Howrah

PDG Louis Johnson RC Launceston West

Queen’s Service Order (QSO) Rotary Club
Simon Manning RC Kapiti

Queen’s Service Medal (QSM) Rotary Club
Mervyn Huxford RC Maungaturoto and 

Districts

Bishop Ross Bay Honorary member RC 
Auckland

Roy Opie Honorary member of RC 
Kapiti

Companion of the New 
Zealand Order of Merit (CNZM)

Rotary Club

Alastair Maccormick RC Auckland

Officer of the New Zealand 
Order of Merit (ONZM)

Rotary Club

Bev Pownall RC Takapuna

Dr Margrietha (Margriet) Johanna 
Theron

RC Rotorua

Member of the New Zealand 
Order of Merit (MNZM)

Rotary Club

Noel Birchall RC Kaikohe

Deidre Shea RC Maungakiekie

Ann Todd RC Auckland

AUSTRALIA

NEW ZEALAND

QUEEN’S 
BIRTHDAY HONOURS 

2022
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“Approximately 
30 per cent of 
the Northern 
Territory 
population 
identify as 
Aboriginal and/
or Torres Strait 
Islander people. 
Our club is keen 
to acknowledge 
and celebrate 
the continued 
contribution 
Aboriginal 
and Torres 
Strait Islander 
people make 
to Australian 
society.”

IN the lead up to National 
Reconciliation Week at the 
end of May, the Rotary Club 
of Darwin Sunrise (RCDS), NT, 
announced its commitment 
to develop a Reconciliation 
Action Plan (RAP) throughout 
2022 to acknowledge and 
respond to the impact of 
our colonial history. The 
club has been endorsed by 
Reconciliation Australia.

Chartered on July 26, 1989, 
as a mixed gender club, it 
has a diverse membership 
reflecting a broad range of 
ages, racial backgrounds, and 
professional expertise.

Since 2006, RAPs have 
provided an avenue for 
organisations to sustainably 
and strategically take 
meaningful action to advance 
reconciliation between 
Indigenous and non-
Indigenous Australians. 

“Approximately 30 per cent 
of the Northern Territory 
population identify as 
Aboriginal and/or Torres 
Strait Islander people. Our 
club is keen to acknowledge 
and celebrate the continued 
contribution Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander people 
make to Australian society,” 
Club President James  
Smith said. 

“We are committed to 
learning more about the 
historical, cultural and 
social contexts of Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander 
communities across 
the NT, particularly the 

Darwin Sunrise 
embracing 
reconciliation

director of membership. 
These champions include 
two Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander members. 

• Aligning club activities 
to the three pillars 
of reconciliation – 
relationships, respect, and 
opportunities. 

• Increasing awareness 
through Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander 
cultural protocols 
by conducting an 
Acknowledgment of 
Country at club and 
board meetings, inviting 
local Elders to undertake 
a Welcome to Country 
at important external 
community events 
and extending speaker 
invitations to Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait 
Islander individuals and 
organisations. 

• Sponsoring Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander 
scholarships and awards; 
supporting Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander 
led community activities; 
learning more about local 
Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander cultures; 
and embracing Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander 
membership and 
participation through  
its club. RDU

Larrakia people on whose 
country we live, work 
and play. We are keen to 
partner with Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander 
people, organisations and 
communities to advance 
reconciliation in Australia. 
We are also keen to grow our 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander membership.”

The RAP framework 
outlines tangible actions to 
help improve the knowledge 
and commitment of 
members. It is a strategic 
document that asks 
organisations to reflect on 
their internal knowledge and 
processes and ensure they 
are inclusive. 

Pathway to 
reconciliation 
The Rotary Club of Darwin 
Sunrise is:
• Developing and 

implementing its RAP
• Identified two RAP 

champions including 
current club president and 
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OUR EARTH
OUR HOME

STARTED as a project of the Rotary 
Club of Chatswood Sunrise, NSW, 
in 2007, and in partnership with 
Landcare Australia, GroTrees is 
now sponsored by the Rotary Club 
of North Ryde. 

The aim of the project is to green 
the planet one tree at a time by 
gifting a GroTree to anyone a club 
deems worthy, including guest 
speakers, friends, family, or even 
a prince, as the Rotary Club of 
Chatswood Sunrise did in 2013  
on the birth day of young  
Prince George.

In fact, the club has had many 
reasons to plant GroTrees:
•	 Thanks for a job well done
•	 To honour a person who has 

passed away
•	 To thank a retiring employee (he 

and his wife travelled from The 
Netherlands to visit the tree)

•	 And (best one yet) in honour of a 
removed gall bladder!

Originally called ‘RoTrees’ 
(competing with the Rotary brand 
was frowned upon, so they added 
a ‘G’), the first trees were planted 
in 2007 by Year One students at 
Bingara Central School, NSW.

The second planting site was in 
the Rotary Grove at Teralba, near 
Lake Macquarie, north of Sydney, 
and as of 2021 the trees are being 
planted in Lithgow.

The Rotary Club of North Ryde 
would like many more clubs to 
take the project on board and 
independently run GroTrees as 
their own way of supporting the 
environment and raising funds for 
their club’s other causes. RDU

Gro
Trees
Greening the planet 
one tree at a time.
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ABOVE: 
Members of 
the Rotary Club 
of North Ryde 
planting trees 
in Lithgow 
as part of 
the GroTrees 
initiative.

FAR LEFT & 
LEFT: The 
Rotary Club 
of Chatswood 
Sunrise marked  
the birth of  
Prince George 
by planting 
a tree in his 
honour at the 
Rotary Grove in 
Teralba.

If you would like to take on GroTrees as your club’s environmental 
project, contact Bob Selinger from the Rotary Club of North Ryde 
via peternathan64@gmail.com or 0403 003 257. More information 
can be found at sites.google.com/view/grotrees/home

INFO-SQUARE
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“The area is 
classified as a 

United Nations 
Biosphere, 
making it a 

learning place 
for sustainable 
development.”

ROTARY International Immediate 
Past President Shekhar Mehta has 
taken on mangrove restoration 
as an international environmental 
project, with 10 countries currently 
joining the cause (see Rotary Down 
Under, May 2022, pages 12-13). 
The goal is to revitalise and restore 
coastline regions with mangroves 
to combat the effects of global 
warming.

Mangroves are essential in 
providing coastline protection, 
food security and livelihoods 
for millions. Perhaps most 
importantly, mangroves excel at 
capturing harmful CO² emissions 
from the atmosphere, making 
them crucial in the battle against 
climate change.

While Australia isn’t currently 
one of the 10 participating 

The Western Port Seagrass Partnership, 
led by Rotarian Dick Cox, is working 
hard to restore the ‘forests of the sea’ 
for generations to come.

Restoring the 
mangroves of 
Western Port

By Jack Campbell
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For more information on the Western Port 
Seagrass Partnership, visit seagrass.com.auINFO-SQUARE

speakers, including Rotary 
International Past President 
Ian Riseley, Vic Grosjean, 
DG Bill Degnan, CEO of the 
Western Port Biosphere Mel 
Barker, and, from WPSP Ian 
Stevenson, international 
seagrass expert Hugh 
Kirkman, and Dr Greg Parry 
conducting our mangrove 
experiments.”

Dick says WPSP will 
continue with their trials, ably 
supported by Rotarians, with 
seed collection taking place 
in December and January, 
followed by securing the 
seeds to stakes in areas 
identified by Dr Greg Parry.

“Our experiments have 
shown that, if protected, 
mangroves will flourish,”  
Dick said. RDU

countries, we are still doing 
our part to restore these 
important ecological systems.

The Western Port Seagrass 
Partnership (WPSP) is an 
Australian initiative aiming to 
revitalise the ecosystem of 
Western Port, Victoria. The 
substantial loss of mangroves 
has had a devastating effect 
on the ecosystem in this 
area. The United Nations 
has recognised this loss as 
an ecological disaster, which 
was covered in their ‘World 
Atlas of Seagrass’ case study. 
The area is classified as a 
United Nations Biosphere, 
making it a learning place for 
sustainable development.

The area once housed 
a thick layer of seagrass. 
By 1970, this ecosystem 
had disappeared due to an 
increase in sedimentation 
and urban/farming run off. 
This restricted sunlight for 
the seagrass, resulting in 
devastating loss. Now, with 
better farming practices and 
Melbourne Water’s efforts 
in operating sedimentation 
traps, the area has the 
potential to return to its 
former glory. 

The Western Port 
Seagrass Partnership 
is taking advantage of 
this and working hard to 

re-establish a protective line 
of mangroves and seagrass 
that will serve to protect the 
coastline from erosion.

Dick Cox, of the Rotary 
Club of Somerville Tyabb, Vic, 
is spearheading the WPSP. 
He recently brought together 
volunteers from the Western 
Port Catchment to take part 
in a working bee to assist 
WPSP clean up the remains 
of some of the experiments. 
Rotarians from Berwick, 
Casey, Mornington, Warragul 
and Somerville Tyabb put 
their hands up to help.

“The working bee was 
followed up a few weeks 
later by an enjoyable boat 
trip across the north arm 
of Western Port,” Dick said. 
“There was a great line-up of 

LEFT: The Western 
Port Seagrass 
Partnership 
is working to 
re-establish a 
protective line of 
mangroves and 
seagrass to protect 
the Western Port 
coastline from 
erosion. (Photo: 
Phunnyfotos)

INSET: A member of 
the Rotary working 
group helps clean up  
along the Western 
Port Lang Lang 
coastline in support 
of Rotary's seventh 
area of focus.

BELOW: A group of 
Rotarians enjoyed 
a boat trip in May 
to view some of 
the progress the 
working group has 
undertaken and 
better understand 
the importance of 
mangroves.
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Service in  
the West

Rotary District 9455

Encompassing most of Western Australia, District 9455 is BIG! 
And while much of the state is sparse and arid, the diversity of 

Rotary’s service in the district is anything but.

By Anne Matthews



DISTRICT 9455

IS
SU

E 
65

2 
A

U
G

. 2
02

2

| 22 |

S panning more than 2,500,000 square kilometres, with a 12,500-kilometre coastline 
and stretching 2,400 kilometres from north to south, Western Australia occupies a 
third of the Australian continent and is the country’s largest state.

With 2.76 million inhabitants – 10 per cent of the national total – the vast 
majority (92 per cent) live in the south-west corner; 79 per cent of the population 
lives in the Perth area, leaving the remainder of the state sparsely populated.

Made up of just two Rotary districts – D9455 and D9465 – our friends from 
the west have formed a firm bond over the years, working together on multiple 

projects and in 2021 held a joint District Conference at Optus Stadium in Perth.
And it’s a good thing too, as in 2023-24 the two districts will amalgamate to form District 9423 
– one district covering all of Western Australia. RDU

INFO-CIRCLE
Don’t miss the September 

edition of Rotary Down Under, 
when we will delve into all 

the good work District 9465 
is undertaking 

across the state and 
beyond.

District 9455
District 9455 is vast and diverse, encompassing most of Western Australia – reaching from 
the mouth of the Swan River at Fremantle to the Timor Sea in the north and east to the state 
border. The district includes Perth and along the west coast there are clubs in Geraldton, 
Karratha and Broome. To the north-east there is a club in Kununurra, which is located close to 
the Northern Territory border. There are 53 clubs in total, with 11 assistant/area governors.

The central two-thirds of the district is arid and sparsely populated, with mining as the main 
economic activity. The district has a large range of mineral and petroleum commodities, and 
the state’s economy is closely linked to these natural resources. The major export products 
include iron ore, petroleum, gold, alumina, nickel, wheat, copper, lithium, chemicals and 

mineral sands.
The district is home to The Pinnacles, a world-famous natural wonder with thousands 
of large limestone pillars protruding from desert sands, some reaching as high as 

three metres. It is also includes the Pilbara, a large, dry and scarcely populated 
region in the north, known for its First Nations peoples, its ancient landscapes, 
red earth, and vast mineral deposits. And, of course, there is the Kimberley 
region, renowned for its towering cliff landscapes, rocky headlands, natural 
rivers, spectacular waterfalls, sandy beaches and the thousands of islands off 
the remote sandstone coast. RDU
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INEKE OLIVER succeeds 
Immediate Past District 
Governor Dee Buckland, 
and became District 9455 
Governor on July 1, 2022. 
Ineke will continue as District 
Governor for two years, 
becoming the first DG for  
the new amalgamated 
District 9423.

Ineke has been a member 
of the Rotary Club of Swan 
Valley, WA, since 2008. She 
has twice held the position 

of president, has 
been secretary and 
director for Foundation, 
community and youth. She 
has been a member of 
the District Membership 
Committee since 2018. More 
recently, Ineke has been 
instrumental in the merger of 
the Rotary Clubs of Midland 
and Swan Valley, which has 
resulted in an increased level 
of activity with the Rotary 
Club of Swan Valley and 
surrounding district. 

Ineke and Geoff married in 
Orange, NSW, in 1976 before 
moving to Canberra, ACT, 
then settling in Perth, WA, 
in 1983. Shortly afterwards 
they started their own 
film production company, 
with Ineke providing the 
bookkeeping services. Prior 
to moving their family to 
Singapore in the early 1990s, 
Ineke was a legal secretary 
for law firms in Canberra 
and in Perth. In Singapore, 
she was introduced to the 
Montessori method of 
education and began her 
teaching career. She retired 
from her fulltime principal 
position in 2018 and now 
works on a part-time basis 
as a lead auditor (quality 
management systems) 
and consultant, working 
together with Geoff in their 

own consultancy business 
for registered training 
organisations, Compass 
Support. 

Throughout her adult 
life, Ineke has always 
been involved in voluntary 
organisations and held 
committee positions, 
including sport (badminton), 
schools (inaugural secretary 
of the P&C for the Australian 
International School in 
Singapore), professional 
associations for teachers, 
and Montessori organisations 
at both state and national 
level. She was also one of 
the writers of the Montessori 
National Curriculum, 
accredited across Australia.
Ineke has played guitar since 
she was 12 and performed 
professionally as a singer 
at weddings, restaurants 
and parties as well as 
providing music sessions 
for schools. She and Geoff 
have two children and three 
young grandsons and enjoy 
travelling and spending 
time with family. They have 
travelled internationally and 
across Australia (twice in 
their caravan) and are keen 
to see more of WA. RDU

and Geoff DG Ineke Oliver
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IN 2021, it was estimated 
more than 9,000 Western 
Australians were homeless. 
This is partly due to the 
end of the COVID-19 rent 
moratorium, and the 
numbers have continued to 
grow this year.

Rotary is well equipped 
to address the problem and 
many West Australian clubs 
have been working on a 
number of homelessness 
projects. One example is the 
Passages Youth Engagement 
Hub, a joint venture between 
the Rotary Club of Perth and 
the St Vincent de Paul Society. 
It was established in 1999 and 
helps marginalised homeless 
and troubled youth.

Sandwich making for Perth Homeless 
Support Group
Since August 2018, the Rotaract Club of Perth has been 
on a mission to make a positive difference to those 
experiencing homelessness and sleeping rough on the 
streets of Perth.

In one of the club’s favourite volunteering activities, 
members come together to make sandwiches to 
donate to the Perth Homeless Support Group. Each 
Sunday, the amazing PHSG team, along with Rotaract 
volunteers, deliver fresh food, toiletries and support 
for the homeless people of Perth.

Members are asked to bring enough ingredients to 
make 25-30 sandwiches, with the tasty menu including 
tuna and mayo; curried egg; egg, baby spinach and 
aioli; sliced meat, cheese and pickles; polony and 
sauce; and sausage and sauce.

To date, the members have made and distributed 
more than 2,000 sandwiches to those in need of a feed.

RIGHT: Madi Smith 
and her fellow 

members of the 
Rotaract Club of 

Perth have made 
and distributed 

more than 2,000 
sandwiches in 

support of  the 
Perth Homeless 
Support Group.

Help 
for the 
Homeless
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The Hub, convened by Dr 
Ken Mullin, has developed a 
strategic directions paper and a 
homelessness prevention paper 
to assist Rotary’s efforts. Ken’s 
work was a key contributor to the 
WA Alliance to End Homelessness, 
especially early work on the 
Common Ground model in WA. 

With Dr Liz Pattison and Homeless 
Healthcare, Perth now has the 
Medical Respite Centre (MRC) for 
homeless people. 

 The first of its kind in Australia, 
the centre provides pre and post 
hospital care for homeless people. 
Benefits include reduced repeat 
visits to emergency departments 
and re-admittance to hospital, 
addressing chronic health 
conditions, providing pathways out 
of homelessness, and delivering 
significant savings to Western 
Australia’s health budget.

The MRC was opened by WA’s 
Community Services Minister 
Simone McGurk and Health Minister 
Roger Cook in August 2021. It is now 
up and running with 20 medical 
beds and 10 non-medical beds, and 
residents can stay for a period of up 
to 14 days in either.

Passages Resource Centre also 
helps young people living on the 
streets or in transient circumstances.

The Hub champions the Eye 
Contact Travelling Photographic 
Exhibition, which tours schools and 
community venues, putting a human 
face on homelessness. It plays 
a pivotal role in changing public 
perceptions and has been exhibited 
in WA Parliament during Homeless 
Prevention Week and was front and 
centre at a Lord Mayoral debate in 
the lead up to the most recent Lord 
Mayoral election. This spring it will 
tour Canberra and be displayed in 
the federal Parliament. 

Rotary is also playing a key role in 
fitting out accommodation for senior 
women at risk of homelessness,  
as part of the fabulous My  
Home project. Read more at  
www.myhomehousing.org.au. RDU

Great Bike Rydes
In recent years, Western Australian 
Rotarians have been riding electric bikes to 
Albany, Esperance and Kalbarri to support 
Bicycles for Humanity WA (B4HWA).

B4HWA is part of a global volunteer-run, 
non-profit organisation that uses donated 
bikes to help alleviate poverty through 
sustainable transport.

A bike is a life changing object in the 
developing world. A bike means you 
can travel twice as far, twice as fast and 
carry four times the load, which alone is 
enough to provide a profound change 
in circumstance, but there’s more to this 
project than just that. Each of the 40ft 
shipping containers that Bicycles For 
Humanity sends becomes a bike workshop 
– providing employment, skills, training, 
business, opportunity and economic 
development for the community.

Rotary’s 2022 team on the Great Bike 
Ryde to Kalgoorlie left Fremantle early on 
July 2 and arrived in Kalgoorlie on July 7, 
where they were met by the local media 
and Mayor John Bowler. The group rode 
almost 200km per day to raise money 
for B4HWA, particularly to help send 
containers of bikes to Africa, however the 
organisation also helps with refurbished 
bicycles for remote WA communities and 
Ukrainian refugees. This year, the 10 riders 
rode more than 800km and raised over 
$32,000. Thanks go to Ebikers Fremantle 
and Media Junction/Interact Digital for 
logistical backing for the event.

For more information on B4HWA 
visit www.b4hwa.com RDU

BELOW: The 
2022 Great Bike 
Ryde participants 
wave goodbye 
at the Woolshed 
Hotel in 
Nungarin before 
taking off on the 
next leg of their 
journey.
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Food drives for Foodbank
Going above and beyond, the Rotary Club of Kalamunda delivered 2.5 tonnes of food 
to Foodbank WA’s Centre for Hunger Relief in December 2021. The club organised 
food drives throughout seven shopping centres in Kalamunda, Lesmurdie and High 
Wycombe, and with the help of the Rotaract Club of Kalamunda, Swan Rotaract Club 
and the Soroptimist-Canning District, collected food donations from generous locals.

The donations helped spread some much needed Christmas cheer to West Aussies 
doing it tough.

“Foodbank is 
WA’s leading 
hunger relief 

charity, and 
each month 

provides 
food to more 

than 55,000 
disadvantaged 

Western 
Australians.”

District 
support for 
Foodbank

THE spread of COVID 
through Western Australia’s 
communities severely 
affected the number of 
regular and corporate 
volunteers across the state’s 
five regional Foodbank 
branches and the Perth 
Centre for Hunger Relief. 
Foodbank is WA’s leading 
hunger relief charity, and 
each month provides 
food to more than 55,000 
disadvantaged Western 
Australians.

The charity serves as a link 
between food donors and 
more than 1,200 schools, 

welfare agencies and 
community support groups. 
Last year, the equivalent 
of 5.7 million meals were 
distributed to people in 
need. Foodbank WA also 
operates Australia’s largest 
school breakfast program by 
supporting students in more 
than 440 schools. 

Since April 2022, Rotarians 
have stepped up to help pack 
essential pantry hampers 
along with various other 

bundles, such as hygiene 
packs and coffee and tea 
packs. More than 30 groups 
from numerous clubs have 
helped out.

On each shift, hundreds 
of hampers and bundles are 
prepared. The hampers are 
then distributed across the 
state through Foodbank WA’s 
six branches. The Mobile 
Foodbank service is then 
utilised to give the hampers 
to the most vulnerable and 
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needy people in the cities 
and in remote communities. 

All Rotarians who have 
participated in the packing 
said that although the 
packing line required the 
use of not-often-used 
muscles, they all enjoyed 
the experience and found it 
very rewarding. The packing 

provided a chance to catch 
up with friends and partake 
in some team building. 

Rotary also assists 
Foodbank WA in other 
ways, especially through 
the Christmas period, by 
supporting other initiatives 
such as Give a Feed and Cans 
for Christmas. RDU

SOCKS in the City is a project of the Rotary Club of 
Heirisson. Homeless people often struggle to find clean 
dry socks to wear. As a result, they can develop both 
trench foot and warm water immersion foot. A homeless 
person with a history of these foot diseases is eight times 
more likely to die in the next five years compared to a 
person who has a home.

Healing of these foot diseases takes weeks and only 
happens when the feet are cleaned, dried and exposed 
to air. The best treatment is prevention, and the best 
means is wearing clean, dry socks. 

Heirisson Rotary helps by encouraging people to 
donate socks – preferably new adult socks in natural 
fibres such as wool or cotton. Donated socks are 
collected by club members, or can be delivered to 
Homeless Healthcare at 8 Cambridge St, West Leederville.

Socks in the City has proven to be a popular project 
with WA schools as it’s easy for students to collect socks.

Two pairs of socks can be purchased for $5, so 
donating money to socksinthecity.org.au is another way 
to help this worthwhile project. RDU

Socks in 
the City

“Healing of 
foot diseases 
takes weeks 
and only 
happens when 
the feet are 
cleaned, dried 
and exposed 
to air. The best 
treatment is 
prevention, 
and the best 
means is 
wearing clean, 
dry socks.”
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Science and 
Engineering 
Challenge
THE Science and Engineering 
Challenge (SEC) is a 
nationwide STEM outreach 
program presented by the 
University of Newcastle 
in partnership with 
communities, Rotary clubs, 
universities and sponsors. 
Through SEC, students 
experience aspects of science 
and engineering they would 
not usually see in their 
school environment.

The event involves both 
Challenge and Discovery 
Days. The Rotary Club of 
Dalkeith coordinates the 
Perth Challenge Day, and 
the Rotary Club of Bunbury 
Leschenault coordinates 
the Perth Discovery event. 
Both clubs are assisted by 
enthusiastic volunteers.

“Discovery 
Days involve 
Year 5 and 6 

students in 
meaningful, 

hands-on 
experiences 

that 
challenge 

them to 
make a 

difference 
in the world 
by choosing 

a career in 
science and 
engineering 

– they are 
also a lot of 

fun!”

Challenge Days are 
designed for Year 9 and 
10 students and involve 
an exciting day competing 
against other schools 
in hands-on activities 
such as designing an 
earthquake-proof tower, 
building a hovercraft or 
bridge, providing electricity 
to a city or creating an 
environmentally-friendly 
house. The 2022 event 
was held at the Claremont 
Showgrounds on June 20-24, 
with 1,400 students from  
40 schools across  
Perth attending. 

Discovery Days involve 
Year 5 and 6 students in 
meaningful, hands-on 
experiences that challenge 
them to make a difference 

in the world by choosing 
a career in science and 
engineering – they are 
also a lot of fun! The 2022 
event was also held at the 
Claremont Showgrounds on 
June 27-28, with 512 students 
from 16 schools across Perth 
attending. The students 
participated in two 90-minute 
challenge-type activities, 
watched a multimedia 
presentation and took part in 
an exciting science show.

The activities at Discovery 
Days are generally 
supervised by high school 
volunteers, who get the 
chance to practise valuable 
leadership skills.

For the Challenge Days, 
points are awarded based 
on performance and the 
school with the highest point 
score at the end of the day 
is the winner. Then the eight 
winning schools compete 
at a one-day national final 
each year. In 2019, Bunbury 
hosted the national finals 
with representatives from 
every Australian state and 
territory. RDU
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MAGNIFYING Microscopes 
for Schools is a project of the 
Rotary Club of Freshwater 
Bay. The project is the 
result of a wish by WA Chief 
Scientist Lyn Beazley for 
every primary school in 
the state to have a set of 
magnifying microscopes.

The Rotary Club of 
Freshwater Bay, the Science 
Teachers’ Association of 
Western Australia (STAWA) 
and the Water Corporation, 
joined together to make Lyn’s 
wish come true. 

The magnifying microscope 
is a small hand-held unit 
that allows a child to easily 
move it around to view items 

Magnifying 
Microscopes 
for Schools

indoors or out. An activity 
booklet has been produced 
by the Water Corporation, in 
conjunction with STAWA, so 
that teachers can integrate 
the use of the microscopes 
with their existing curriculum.

The Water Corporation 
provides copies of the 
magnifying microscopes 
activities booklet and 
a free incursion to 
demonstrate use. The 
activities focus on the 
use of microscopes, 
plant adaptations 
to water supply, 
plant structure and 
soil composition, 
and include teacher 

“The 
Microscopes 
in Schools 
project was 
awarded a 
Significant 
Achievement 
Award from 
Rotary 
International 
in 2013, and 
has received 
a letter of 
support 
from Major 
General the 
Honourable 
Michael 
Jeffery.”

background notes. The 
microscopes are particularly 
useful in school gardens.

Since its humble 
beginnings in 2009, the 
project has expanded to 
include all Australian states 
and territories, as well as 
countries in Asia and the 
Pacific. More than 22,000 
magnifying microscopes have 
been donated to more than 
700 schools. In excess of 
130 Rotary clubs along with 
corporations and individuals 
have sponsored the project.

The Microscopes in Schools 
project was awarded a 
Significant Achievement 
Award from Rotary 
International in 2013, and 
has received a letter of 
support from Major  
General the Honourable 
Michael Jeffery. RDU

PICTURED: Canning 
Vale Primary School 
V4 students used 
their Magnifying 
Microscopes to 
examine a variety of 
things around the 
science room.
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The Autumn and Spring Galas 
The inaugural Autumn Gala, held in May 2019, was a 
very successful event organised by the Rotary Club of 
Karratha. Dubbed the ‘Black Tie Charity Event of the 
Season’, the Red Earth Arts Precinct in Karratha was 
converted into a stunning ballroom for a spectacular 
evening of food, drinks, entertainment and 
fundraising in support of the Royal Flying Doctors 
Service (RFDS).

Following the success of the 2019 event, a second 
Autumn Gala was planned for May 8, 2021. However, 
COVID-19 lockdowns saw the sold-out event morph 
into the Spring Gala. Held on August 21, more than 
$20,000 was raised in support of Camp Quality.

(Photos: Courtney McFarland)
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For further information contact Kay Durrant, 
president-elect of the Rotary Club of Karrinyup, 
via durrant@wn.com.au or 0419 931 899.INFO-SQUARE

Family 
Domestic 
Abuse and 
Violence 
Working 
Group

THE Family Domestic Abuse 
and Violence Working Group 
is a community service 
project of Rotary District 
9455. Its aim is to promote 
and strengthen Rotary’s 
responses to domestic 
violence through:
• Raising awareness and 

promoting understanding 
within Rotary of FDAV

• Linking like-minded 
Rotarians to improve 
synergies between 
projects and initiatives

• Advocating for and 
promoting new initiatives

• Collaborating with other 
Rotary initiatives in District 
9455 that have an impact 
on FDAV

• Building and maintaining 
relationships with the 
service sector to ensure 
that Rotary’s actions are 
appropriate and targeted 
to where they are needed 
most, both locally and 
across WA.

A key issue for the support 
groups is continuing staff 
development, particularly 
in rural and remote areas 
where the burden of family 
and domestic violence falls 
most heavily. Staff need 
development to provide 

“A key issue 
for the 
support 
groups is 
continuing 
staff 
development, 
particularly 
in rural and 
remote areas 
where the 
burden of 
family and 
domestic 
violence falls 
most heavily.”

informed, effective and 
efficient services to a very 
vulnerable group of people.

The Family and Domestic 
Violence (FDV) conference 
‘Bringing Children And 
Young People Into View’ 
will be held in Fremantle 
September 13-15. It is 
designed to strengthen policy 
and practice responses for 
children and young people 
experiencing family, domestic 
and sexual violence.

However, this is out of 
reach of many FDV sector 
workers in funded not-for-

profit services in rural and 
remote areas as services do 
not receive funding for staff 
development. To support 
the sector the FDV Collective 
is promoting a Rotary 
scholarship to support a 
remote area FDV worker  
to attend.

The Rotary Clubs of 
Karrinyup and North Perth 
have collaborated to sponsor 
Pilbara social worker and 
coordinator counsellor Fay 
Mcinnes from the Nintirri 
Centre to attend. The centre 
provides counselling, support 
and prevention programs to 
raise awareness and reduce 
incidence of family and 
domestic violence.

Fay, who has diverse 
training in community work, 
aged care, mental health 
and youth work, is based 
in Tom Price but works 
right across the South West 
Pilbara, an identified at-risk 
area. The Rotary scholarship 
will enable Fay to attend the 
conference and strengthen 
her capacity to serve in 
her vocation assisting this 
vulnerable community. RDU
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The Path of Hope 
Foundation

THE Path of Hope 
Foundation, started in 
2012 as a joint venture 
between the Salvation 
Army in Western Australia 
and the Rotary Club 
of Perth, provides safe 
accommodation for those 
escaping family violence. 
It also offers guidance and 
resources to help families 
overcome trauma and 
rebuild their lives. Members 
of the Perth club raise funds 
and volunteer at the  
Perth centre.

The idea for Path of Hope 
came in 2008 when two 
friends volunteered at a 
Salvation Army women’s 
safe house in Perth. One of 
the women, Rebecca Tolstoy 
AM, became a member of 
the Rotary Club of Perth in 
2011, and with the support 

of the club and the guidance 
from Salvation Army leaders, 
she developed a strategy 
to support the Salvation 
Army’s work with survivors 
of domestic violence. In 2013 
Path of Hope was launched 
as a formal collaboration 
between the two charities.

Today, Path of Hope is an 
international organisation 
fighting domestic violence 
globally. It has been 
endorsed by the United 
Nations in New York and 
Geneva and recognised 
for the unique partnership 
between the two charities. 
Path of Hope has raised 
awareness on the global 
issue of family and 
domestic violence. By 
working with their local 
communities, governments, 
business leaders and 
service providers, they are 
directing change in our local 
communities and helping 

RIGHT & 
OPPOSITE PAGE: 
The annual black-

tie Path of Hope 
Foundation Gala is 
a major fundraiser 
for the foundation. 

Held on May 21, 
this year's Gala 

was a baroquial 
depiction of 

life's seasonality 
through music.

BELOW: Path of 
Hope Co-founder 

and Chair Rebecca 
Tolstoy with 

Co-founder and 
Director John 

Garland at the 
2021 Path of Hope 

Foundation Ball. 
(Photo: Alan Chau/

The West Australian)
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break the cycle of inter-
generational family and 
domestic violence.

Path of Hope deploys the 
organisational capacity of 
Rotarians to support the 
Salvation Army, as well as 
other agencies and services 
that provide safety and 
empowerment to women 

and their children who  
are escaping family and  
domestic violence. 

“Every dollar or every hour 
volunteered helps us achieve 
our goal of breaking the cycle 
of domestic violence,” Path 
of Hope Foundation Director 
Rebecca Tolstoy said.

As well as being appointed 

as a Member in the Order 
of Australia, Rebecca has 
received numerous awards 
for her work with Path of 
Hope, including the Rotary 
International Significant 
Achievement Award in 2014. 

“Rebecca has been 
dedicated for more than 
a decade to serve the 
needs of families that are 
dealing with abuse,” Rotary 
International Secretary John 
Hewko said. “Her leadership 
has contributed to making 
Path of Hope a meaningful 
program that serves a need. 
It is a model for the Rotary 
motto of Service Above Self 
and she is a servant  
leader.” RDU

Toothbrushes for 
the Kimberley
TOOTHBRUSH packing for 
the Kimberley dental team is 
a project the Rotaract Club 
of Perth has been involved 
in for many years. Club 
members pack toothbrushes 
for the dental team to send 
to remote communities and 
schools in the Kimberley 
region or they use the ready-
made packs when delivering 
dental services to those who 
don’t have the opportunity to 
attend a clinic.

In 2019, the Rotaract crew 
got together and packed 
16,000 toothbrushes, which 
were then sent to Broome. 
Some club members have 
helped pack more than 
50,000 toothbrushes during 

their time in the club. And 
over the years they have 
helped the Kimberley dental 
team send more than 

200,000 toothbrushes to 
Aboriginal communities. RDU

BELOW: Members 
of the Rotaract 
Club of Perth are all 
smiles as they pack 
toothbrushes to be 
sent to Aboriginal 
communities in the 
Kimberley.
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The Rotary Hyde Park Festival
The Rotary Hyde Park Festival is an annual event 
organised by the Rotary Club of North Perth. The 
festival, which has been held in March for the past  
35 years, is one of Perth’s oldest and most loved 
charity events. 

Held in Perth’s iconic Hyde Park, entry to the festival 
is free. There is always fabulous food, arts and crafts, 
live entertainment, sideshow rides, show bags, market 
stalls, a car show, bands and fantastic buskers. The 
Salvation Army Band are regular performers. There 
are fashion parades featuring local designers and 
businesses as well as gins from a local distillery and 
beers from local breweries.

The event is supported by the City of Vincent, 
Lotterywest and Bendigo North Perth Community 
Bank. One hundred per cent of the profits go to local 
community projects. All proceeds from the festival 
support community projects, including the main 
beneficiary, the Path of Hope, which provides safety 
and empowerment to women and children escaping 
domestic violence.

Unfortunately, this year’s festival had to be cancelled 
due to COVID-19 risks; however, they will be back 
bigger than ever in March 2023.
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Forging community 
connections one tool 
library at a time
AS a community service 
organisation, Rotary  
has a long history of  
providing practical help  
for communities in times  
of crisis.

WA Rotary Relief exists 
precisely for that purpose, 
and is ready to provide 
disaster relief in the 
aftermath of bushfire,  
flood, cyclone, earthquake 
and more.

The Wooroloo bushfire 
response in February 2021 
was just one example.

Rotary was able to 
contribute $540,000 towards 
the relief effort, raised 
from Rotary clubs and 
individual Rotarians, Rotary 
Australia World Community 
Service (RAWCS), The Rotary 
Foundation disaster funding, 
and donations sourced from 
philanthropists, community 
groups and individuals.

WA Rotary Relief Chair 
Peter Durrant said the local 
team welcomed advice from 
Rotary teams in other states 
who have dealt with bushfire 
response in recent years. 
This enabled them to hit the 
ground running and provide 
immediate support to people 
affected by the Wooroloo 
blaze.

“Advice is shared across 
the country and ideas for the 
impacted communities of 
Wooroloo and Gidgegannup 
came from Lions and Rotary 
collaborating in support of 
our communities in Victoria, 

South Australia and NSW, all 
of whom had been through 
similar situations,” Peter said.

Relief was provided in 
three main categories, with 
an emphasis on practical 
funding assistance –$210,000 
for sea containers for secure 
on-site storage, $161,000 to 
support volunteers rebuilding 
fencing and $67,000 to 
establish tool libraries for 
ongoing use for the local 
communities.

Forty-seven sea containers 
were supplied to households 
in the fire zone to store items 
safely on their properties. 
This was a challenge at a 
time when quality containers 
were difficult to find, but 
appreciation from the 
recipients showed just how 
valuable this donation was to 
them at the time.

Rotary helped BlazeAid’s 
volunteer fencing teams by 
supporting their temporary 
campsite and providing 
additional fencing supplies 
to complement materials 
donated from other sources.

Rotary worked with the 
City of Swan and Shire of 

Mundaring on the tool 
libraries project, with facilities 
now established at Tilden 
Park in Gidgegannup and the 
Wooroloo General Store to 
provide access to tools for 
the longer-term rebuilding 
process.

“We think the tool libraries 
are more than the provision 
of tools for work – they are 
managed by Rotarians, both 
sympathetic and empathetic 
to those using the facility and 
part of the healing process, 
with a warm cuppa tea and 
chat on offer whenever 
the tool library is open for 
business,” Peter said.

With approximately 100 
clubs across WA and more 
than 2,000 well-connected 
members, Rotary is uniquely 
placed to respond quickly 
and practically to events  
such as bushfire.

“The beauty of our 
organisation is that 
Rotary clubs all over 
our state, country and 
internationally can quickly 
join and co-ordinate whatever 
assistance is needed as a 
cohesive group,” Peter said. RDU
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THE Karrinyup SwapMart has been 
organised by the Rotary Club of 
Scarborough for the past 33 years. It is 
held every Sunday morning between 
6.30am and 10.30am at Karrinyup 
Shopping Centre in the Yellow Carpark, 
meaning rain, hail, or thunderstorms,  
the SwapMart remains warm, dry  
and undercover.

Sellers are allocated a car space and 
can sell from the boot of their vehicles, 
set up trestles and racks, or just put a 
sheet on the ground. The carpark opens 

ANZAC Day Gunfire Breakfast in the  
gardens of Government House
By Wesley Sim
Rotary Club of Perth

THE Rotary Clubs of Perth and Heirisson, assisted by 
volunteers from Rotary, Rotaract and Interact clubs 
in District 9455, assemble on ANZAC Day each year in 
remembrance of the fallen, to show respect for the men 
and women who have served, and to promote pride for 
those serving today.

More than 80 volunteers assemble in the dark on the 
lawns of Government House to set up the event. That many 
volunteers for a sausage sizzle? No, this is no ordinary 
breakfast. It is a special day for our veterans. Those who look 
frail, walk with a stick or are pushed in a chair, are directed 
by Rotarians to tables where they are served, skipping the 
long queues for sandwiches and hot beverages. 

Volunteers run around keeping veterans fed and hydrated, 
and the grounds are kept neater than a parade square. 

On a day filled with nostalgia for some and dreadful 
memories for others, anyone seen sitting alone will be 
visited by a Rotarian who will sit for a chat. This could be 
the most important job of the day, giving up time to sit 
and listen to someone who needs company. Rotarians 
make sure this is the best and happiest place for all 
veterans every ANZAC Day.

Thanks to RSLWA and the Rotary Club of Perth, the 
breakfast is free. People attending are encouraged to 
make donations towards Australian Rotary Health (ARH) 
in support of mental health research.

In recent years, volunteers from various community 
groups have also been involved, including the Uniting 
Church, asylum seekers from Afghanistan, Iran and Iraq 
on temporary visas, and Rotary Youth Exchange students 
from around the world. 

This is Rotary engaging the community  
and promoting peace. RDU

With the smell of bacon and eggs wafting through the Gardens, the Governor ventured out 
to meet members of the armed forces, veterans 
and their families for the 2022 Gunfire Breakfast.

The 
Karrinyup 
SwapMart
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IN December 2021, the Rotary Club of 
Karrinyup celebrated 10 fabulous years 
of the Stirling Farmers Market. As well 
as being a reliable source of income for 
its many charity projects, the event has 
established the club as a visual presence 
in the City of Stirling. Market patrons 
continue to praise the wonderful friendly 
atmosphere that prevails each Sunday 
morning thanks to club members  
on duty.

The birthday celebration had a 
wonderful festive atmosphere, with 
bunting on the stalls and lots of free 
entertainment for all, including pony 

Stirling Farmers 
Market 
Celebrates  
Ten Years

rides for the children, face painting, eco 
fairies and, of course, cake for everyone!

The club would like to thank the 
wonderful stall holders and market 
manager Heather Leaney and her team, 
who do so much behind the scenes. They 
also recognise the years of hard work by 
inaugural market manager Peter Polain 
and his foresight in seeking to establish 
the market all those years ago. RDU

to sellers at 5.30am with 
casual sellers queuing from 
5.00am. They pay $10 for 
each car space. 

SwapMart opens to buyers 
at 6:30am. Entry is one dollar 
and children have free entry. 
Sadly, dogs are not allowed, 
but it is still a great family 
Sunday morning outing, 
with many staying on for 
breakfast in the shopping 
centre food court.

Anything except certain 
types of food can be sold. If 
you made it, grew it, painted 
it or no longer want it you 
can sell it at SwapMart. 
Interesting items for sale 
over the years have been 
Sputnik mirrors, artistic 
glassware, resin artwork and 
beautiful succulent plants. RDU
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THE Rotary Club of Karrinyup 
has been privileged to support 
Riding for the Disabled 
Association of Western 
Australia – Carine Group Inc. 
for the past 18 years.

RDA Carine combines the 
transformative power and 
therapeutic effects of horse 
riding. This is achieved by 
the provision of equestrian 
activities that expand the 
horizons, develop the 
abilities, and enrich the lives 
of individuals with disabilities 
and special needs.

RDA Carine has been 
working in the community 
for more than 45 years, 
supporting children and 
adults living with disabilities. 
They provide Equine Therapy 
and Hippotherapy (an ancient 
Greek term that literally 
means ‘treatment with horse’) 
assisted activities that help 
people with disabilities and 
special needs achieve goals 
that develop their abilities 
and enrich their lives.

The organisation is 
volunteer based, with 153 
registered volunteers on its 
database. In addition, there 
are more than 160 clients 
registered at the centre. 
Riders’ ages range from four 
to 70, with a wide range of 
disabilities which include 
spina bifida, cerebral palsy, 
muscular dystrophy multiple 
sclerosis, vision impairments, 
intellectual disabilities, Down 
Syndrome and Autism.

“There is no 
question that 

this arena 
provides an 

incredibly 
important 

place 
within the 

community 
and certainly 
in the life of 

our family. It 
has provided 

a safe covered 
space to utilise 

in winter and 
summer. 

For us this is 
particularly 

significant as 
James also 
has a lung 

defect and is 
on continuous 

prophylactic 
antibiotics.”

Riding for the 
Disabled Dandjoo 
Koorliny Arena

Led by Rotary Club of 
Karrinyup members Ross 
Daniel and Stuart Stone, 
the club was integral in 
providing the leadership, 
advice, consultancy and 
technical expertise to 
convert RDA’s need for 
an all-weather facility into 
a proposal that could be 
submitted for approval and 
funding of the facility, which 
opened in 2019, and is now 
beautifully decorated by local 
Indigenous artists.

At the recent renaming 
ceremony to Dandjoo 
Koorliny, led by the RDA 
Committee and Wadjak 
Northside Community Centre 
elders Len Yarran and Oriole 
Green OAM, the Sinclair 
family told how the arena 
has provided an incredibly 
important place within the 

community and especially  
for their family. 

“There is no question 
that this arena provides an 
incredibly important place 
within the community and 
certainly in the life of our 
family,” Fiona & Andrew 
Sinclair said. 

“As you’re aware, our son 
James has been involved 
for nearly three years and 
the progress he has made 
has been unmistakable. 
He started RDA as a little 
boy who was severely 
traumatised by heart surgery, 
subsequent life-support – 
two times with emergency 
interventions – and so many 
other medical complications. 
When he first sat on a horse, 
he was terrified. Now, it’s the 
absolute joy of his week!

“The confidence it has given 

ABOVE: The 
Riding for 

the Disabled 
Association 
of Western 

Australia  
combines the 

transformative 
power and 

therapeutic 
effects of 

horse riding 
to develop the 

abilities and 
enrich the lives 

of individuals 
with disabilities 

and special 
needs.
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For more information, visit www.danjookoorliny.comINFO-SQUARE

Danjoo Koorliny Walking Together 
Danjoo Koorliny Walking Together Towards 2029 and 
Beyond is a bold, long-term, large-scale, Aboriginal-led 
systems change project to help all of us – in Western 
Australia, the rest of Australia, and around the world – 
walk together as Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal people to 
co-create a better future for all.

The first milestone on this road is 2029 (200 years of 
colonisation in Perth), but the project will go far beyond 
WA’s bicentenary. As founding leader Dr Noel Nannup 
OAM said, “Our focus is on 2029 at this stage. However, 
we have the potential to go way beyond that because 
this is about being a person – a human being.

“We have our vision set for the next 10 years, and that 
is to care for everything.”

The annual Danjoo Koorliny Walking Together Festival 
invites everyone to join this movement for change, to 
walk together towards 2029 and beyond. The 2022 
festival summit will be held on November 30 and 
December 1 in the beautiful hot season of Birak, with a 
strong focus on caring for the environment. This year's 
festival will be held at Kaarta koomba (Kings Park),  
celebrating Aboriginal cultures, art and ways 
of caring for everything. Educational activities 
will also be available to schools, councils  
and businesses. 

The festivities will spectacularly close with 
a Meeka Moorart full moon ceremony on 
Thursday, December 8.

him is remarkable, but the 
physical therapy aspect has 
led to greater gross and fine 
motor skills, resulting in the 
ability to write his name just 
this past month. This is such 
a huge achievement. The 
smile on his face in this photo 
(below) says it all and he 
now happily sits, backwards, 
sideways, waves to me with 
both arms and can use reins. 

“The arena has provided a 
safe covered space to utilise 
in winter and summer. For us 
this is particularly significant 
as James also has a lung 
defect and is on continuous 
prophylactic antibiotics. 
Being immune deficient and 
knowing that he is protected 
from the elements in winter 
has been a necessary and 
vital element to him riding. 
Words cannot begin to 
describe the difference 
Carine RDA has made to 
James and therefore, our 
lives also – thank you.

“And to now have our older 
son, Josh, involved in Horse 
Vaulting is just fabulous. He 
is thriving and has 
his sights set on 
the 2032 Olympics 
already! To have this 
available within our 
own community and 
be affordable, is such 
a privilege and an 
extraordinary gift.

“We realise this is 
only a small part of 
everything you do. 
Rotary truly does 
impact and change 
lives forever.” RDU

BELOW: The 
RDA Carine 
program 
has been life 
changing for 
young James 
Sinclair and 
the all-weather 
Dandjoo 
Koorliny 
facility has 
enabled him to 
continue riding 
year-round.
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MEET THE ROTARACT
AUSTRALIA EXECUTIVE

TEAM

CHANGEMAKERS

Laura Telford (Chair)
After a year like no other, Rotaract Australia Chair Laura Telford is excited to 
be taking on the role to support Rotaractors right across the zone. For most of 
2021-22, Laura was Acting Chair of Rotaract Australia and oversaw a range of 
organisational changes.

With a passion for fostering leadership opportunities for young people, Laura is 
excited to be leading a new team of eager and passionate people and working more 
collaboratively with Rotaractors in New Zealand and the Pacific as well as Rotary leadership 
and districts. 

She has worked in the media and communications industry for a decade and is passionate about 
sharing stories that matter and supporting our young people. She also has an excellent collection of 
earrings and is always taking recommendations.
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CHANGEMAKERS

Kate Edwards 
(Treasurer)
Kate’s first exposure 
to Rotary was her 
involvement as a charter 
member of her local 
Interact club in 2016. This led 
to her joining Rotary, where she 
remained for five years. During her time in 
Rotary, she became secretary in 2019-2020 
and then president the following year. 
In 2020, Kate was one of 24 participants 
across Australia and New Zealand selected 
to attend RYLA Oceania in Sydney. 

Through her passion of making a 
difference for young people, Kate 
became a member of the Rotaract Club 
of Gladstone, Qld, in 2021. She recently 
graduated from a double degree in 
accounting and business, and works as an 
accountant in Rockhampton. Kate hopes 
to continue her passion for the world of 
Rotaract, as she believes our youth can be 
the best leaders of today.

Jason Terry 
(Secretary)
Jason Terry joined 
Rotaract in 2018 as 
part of the Hills Rotaract 
Club, and in 2019 he was 
nominated and attended 
RYLA. In the same year he was 
elected as the treasurer of the club. In 
2020 he attended the first RYLA Oceania 
program, and was the driver behind the 
charter of Pennant Hills-Cherrybrook 
Rotaract Club (PHCRC), NSW. In 2021, 
he was elected as a District Rotaract 
Representative. 

Jason is ready for this next challenge and 
is extremely excited to take on the role of 
secretary for Rotaract Australia. Outside of 
Rotaract he loves doing karaoke and plays 
Dungeons and Dragons with his friends.

Eeshwar 
Rajagopalan  
(Vice Chair)
Eeshwar’s Rotary 
journey started when 
he attended the National 
Youth Science Forum in 
2009. After completing a Rotary-
sponsored leadership program at 
university, he joined the Rotaract Club of 
Rossmoyne, WA, as a charter member, 
going on to be club president in 2013. 

Eeshwar has been a part of multiple 
clubs since, including some overseas, as 
well as becoming a dual Rotaract-Rotary 
member in 2018. He has also held the 
roles of District 9455 and 9465 Rotaract 
Representative and is a member of 
the Rotary International Membership 
Committee. Eeshwar is passionate about 
how Rotary can position itself to best 
support its members, and in his spare 
time enjoys playing board games from his 
extensive collection.

Simon Byrnes 
(Communications 
Director)
Simon’s lived 
experience of 
domestic violence and 
homelessness has seen him 
recognised by the New South Wales 
Parliament for his work advocating for 
youth homelessness. He attended RYLA in 
2017, and is currently a digital experience 
manager at McDonald’s Australia.

Simon was a co-founder and chair for 
six years of the Youth Homelessness 
Representative Council (YHRC), which 
operates under the supervision of 
Yfoundations. He is also a Head Advocate 
for the youth homelessness sector. 

In 2021-22 he was Rotaract Australia’s 
non executive director membership 
experience. 

Simon is deeply passionate about young 
people and the role they play in shaping 
our future. Simon has been around 
Rotaract for a long time, and during his 
time as a Rotaractor he was one of the 
most successful membership directors at 
Sydney City Rotaract.
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Ariana Andrews 
(New Zealand 
Representative)
Ariana is a member 
of the Rotaract Club 
of Auckland City and 
Newmarket Rotary Club. 
She has been a team leader 
for the RYLA and RYPEN programs and 
is passionate about supporting youth 
leadership. Ariana completed medical 
school at the University of Auckland and is 
currently studying Public Health. She plans 
to work towards the elimination of health 
inequities for Māori and other Indigenous 
groups.

Brian Huynh 
(Membership 
Director)
Brian is a member 
of the Rotaract Club 
of Massey University. 
He completed a Bachelor 
of Engineering (Honours) last 
year and is currently working as a Research 
Engineer in Auckland City. 

In his main job, Brian works on developing 
a fully biodegradable, high-performance 
mask that uses New Zealand wool as the 
filtration media. He also works part-time as a 
bartender/mixologist and makes a meannnn 
cocktail – Espresso Martini anyone? 

Brian is currently working on a project to 
support Ukraine and would like to roll out 
a national fundraising campaign for all the 
Rotary/Rotaract clubs in NZ to contribute 
to, with the money sent to a reputable, 
traceable source in Ukraine. He hopes 
this project will be another success of the 
amazing work the MDIO has done so far. 

Brian is also looking forward to 
developing an effective strategy to continue 
nurturing and growing membership in the 
region, especially in the youth and young 
professionals area.

MEET THE ROTARACT
Shaun Peacock 
(Chair) 
Shaun is a member 
and the president of 
the Rotaract Club of 
Auckland City. He likes 
to be involved in hands-
on community service and 
environmental projects. 

Outside of Rotary, Shaun attended the 
University of Otago, graduating in 2013, 
and works as a lawyer on a broad range 
of commercial and property matters 
from conveyancing and subdivisions 
to commercial leases and business 
transactions.

Becky Giblin 
(Immediate Past 
Chair)
Becky Giblin is the 
inaugural president of 
Rotaract Oceania MDIO 
(New Zealand and the 
Pacific) and works with the Zone 8 
team as a Rotaract Specialist. She began her 
Rotaract journey in Fiji working on disaster 
relief projects. After working with World of 
Rotaract, she has led a team of Rotaractors 
in 30 countries working on international 
awareness campaigns for Kickout2020 and 
moveforGECAF, bringing the challenges 
faced in the Pacific to an international stage.

A former Greenpeace Australia 
Pacific campaign coordinator and 
environmentalist, she has worked 
primarily in support of groups such as the 
Pacific Island Climate Action Network and 
Pacific Island Represent in the lead up to 
COP 2017.

She is now an administrator at a health 
centre in Auckland and last year joined the 
COVID response team. 
Becky is a Paul Harris Fellow and a 
supporter and speaker for the  
Heart Foundation.
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Melissa Natawake 
(Fiji Representative)
Melissa is an 
extroverted millennial, 
witty movie buff, rugby 
fanatic and sneaker 
enthusiast. 

She has worked in the tourism 
industry for more than 15 years, in the 
hotel and cruise sector, and now in the 
inbound travel sector – primarily in event 
management. Her main focus is value 
tourism. 

Melissa is passionate about gender 
equality and sustainable growing local 
economy projects in her community.

Tiara Drabble 
(American Samoa 
Representative)

Tessa Murphy (D9940 
Representative)
Tessa is the current 
president of Rotaract 
Wellington. She is excited 
to be on the MDIO board 
to help with the development 
of Rotaract in New Zealand and the 
Pacific. She is a teacher, currently working 
as a reliever. 

Tessa has a background in neuroscience 
and primary school teaching. She first 
joined Rotaract while studying in Dunedin 
back in 2016 and hasn’t looked back. 
Rotaract has enabled her to form lifelong 
friendships, make connections with a range 
of local people and organisations and 
positively contribute to the communities 
she lives in. She is very thankful to have 
discovered Rotary International and to have 
the opportunity to be a part of it.

Byron Brown 
(Cook Islands 
Representative)
Byron grew up in 
Auckland then lived 
in Australia before 
relocating to the Cook 
Islands. He is a member of 
Rotaract Rarotonga, an executive member 
for the Cook Islands National Youth Council 
and the Cook Islands Voyaging Society. He 
coaches his local junior grade for the Avatiu 
Eels Rugby League, is a regular blood donor 
for the Red Cross, and dances for a local 
Cook Islands dance group, Akirata.

In his work life, Byron creates websites 
for local businesses and government 
departments, and is involved in and helps 
develop live streaming for national cultural 
events so that Cook Islanders can watch 
and connect with their culture from around 
the globe.

Maria Gargiulo 
(Marketing and 
Graphics Specialist)
A young woman from 
southern Italy, Maria is 
passionately curious, a 
physicist, a dreamer and a 
citizen of the world. She is a Post-
Doc at the University of Salerno, where she 
studies our home – Earth.

Maria joined Interact Salerno in 2005 
and the Rotaract Club Campus Salerno 
dei Due Principati in 2012. She managed 
several service projects, organised various 
fundraisers, tripled her club’s membership, 
organised international events, served on 
the board of three MDIOs and chaired the 
Mediterranean Rotaract MDIO. She has 
participated in three Pre-RICON and RICON, 
and a Rotary International Assembly. From 
2021, Maria has been part of the European 
cohort of Positive Peace Activators of Rotary 
International and IEP.

OCEANIA TEAM
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CLUB support is required 
before the pilot can proceed 
and it is important to realise 
that this is just what it is – a 
pilot. The aim is to explore 
opportunities to develop, 
test and evaluate a regional 
approach to supporting 
and governing Rotary and 
Rotaract in Zone 8 (Australia, 
New Zealand and the Pacific 
Islands), from July 2023 to 
June 2026. 

It is an opportunity for 
Rotarians and Rotaractors to 
design Rotary for tomorrow 
to suit our region. Hopefully, 
it will offer more doable 
leadership opportunities 
across the organisation and 
create an approach that will 
assist us to be more adaptive 
to our changing world.

“Australasian Rotarians 
have always been at the 
forefront of adopting 

change. We were 
co-sponsors of the admission 
of women to membership, 
we created RYLA and RYPEN, 
and were amongst the first 
to take part in Rotary Youth 
Exchange, among many 
innovations. To paraphrase 
Bill Boyd’s theme, We Lead 
the Way,” said Past Rotary 
International President  
Ian Riseley.

“At the Council on 
Legislation, and at the 
request of the Board, the 
Rotary world agreed to ask 
our zone, along with the UK, 
to conduct a pilot study to 
look at ways to achieve such 
regionalisation. The first step 
is to obtain the approval of 
clubs and districts to take 
part in this pilot.”

Now that the changeover season is 
behind us, the Zone 8 Regionalisation 
team is back in action. Club visits are 
occurring to explain the need to embrace 
change, the pilot concept itself, and how 
it will proceed if approved.

Is your club ready to 
vote on our future?
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Check the vote  
fact sheet 
The vote fact sheet, available 
at creatingtomorrowrotary.
org, explains the process 
to follow for your club to 
vote on whether we should 
participate in the pilot: 
Rotary International South 
Pacific and Philippines Office 
(RISPPO) in Sydney will 
manage the vote, which will 
be online. 

“This is a great opportunity 
for us to really make a 
difference, and there is 
no risk to our way of life, 
because if the results of the 
pilot are not to our liking, the 
Rotary world will continue to 
operate under the old rules, 
and that includes us,” Ian 
said. “I encourage all clubs 

and districts to support the 
undertaking of the pilot when 
the vote takes place.”

The pilot requires two 
thirds of all clubs in each 
district to vote ‘Yes’ for it to 
proceed. Clubs vote first, 
then each district governor 
will vote. 

As district governors 
are the officers of Rotary 
International and will play 
an important leadership and 
advisory role during the pilot, 
their vote as custodians for 
the future is vitally important 
to ensure we address the 
challenges before us. All 
districts in Zone 8 will need 
to achieve the two thirds of 
clubs majority.

Rotary done our way
Zone 8 membership is 
declining, despite our valiant 
recruitment efforts and 
population increases over 
the past 10 years. In fact, we 
have declined 24 per cent in 
this period, but it is actually 
worse than it appears – this 
24 per cent is after including 
more than 30,000 new 

members recruited in  
the period. 

“The decline in our 
membership is horrific and 
unless we do our Rotary 
differently, in another 10 
years there may not be 
much left,” said Past Rotary 
International Director Stuart 
Heal. “Membership, PR, 
projects and partnerships 
done in ways to fit Australia, 
New Zealand and the Pacific 
are possible. Regionalisation 
also presents an opportunity 
to refresh our leadership 
with the best people.”

As well as exploring better 
ways to govern Rotary in our 
region, it should be noted 
that the ultimate aim of the 
pilot is to better support and 
strengthen the core work of 
Rotary and Rotaract clubs 
and their members, not to 
change clubs.

“This is an opportunity 
to be in charge of our 
own destiny and become 
ourselves – to speak with 
‘one-voice’, which will enable 
us to work with corporates, 
NGOs and government, while 

“You don’t imagine yesterday, 

you imagine tomorrow.”
- RI President Jennifer Jones
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we support our clubs to be 
stronger locally,” said Past 
Rotary International Director 
Noel Trevaskis.

Embracing our past to 
envision our future
The pilot is not about 
throwing away the 
magnificent history and 
impact that Rotary and 
Rotaract clubs and members 
have contributed. Our history 
and the amazing impact 
Rotary has had over the past 
117 years is vital to the heart 
of who we are.

The current structure 
will remain while the 
pilot explores what works 
and what doesn’t, with 
continuous input from 
Rotarians, Rotaractors, clubs 
and districts. 

“Trends in volunteering 
are changing – people want 
more flexibility about how 
and when they volunteer 
and more meaningful 

volunteering roles,” said 
Rotary International Director 
Jessie Harman. “We need to 
continue to adapt Rotary to 
meet the changing needs 
and lifestyles of current and 
future members. This is our 
greatest challenge and our 
greatest opportunity.”

Worldwide, there are 
almost 1.4 million Rotary and 
Rotaract members who want 
to see our great organisation 
flourish into the next century 
and, if we are to increase our 
impact and reach in the face 
of changing societal trends 
and expectations, we must 

do something different to 
reverse the decline.

“As a new mum, I want 
to ensure Rotary is alive 
and well for my kids to be 
involved in in the future,” 
said RYLA Oceania Rotary 
Club – Social Impact Network 
Chair Rebecca Fry. “The pilot 
is an exciting opportunity 
for us to not only imagine 
Rotary, but create a Rotary 
in our region that is thriving, 
not just surviving.”

What’s in it for clubs? 
Working regionally, we 
anticipate several benefits:

“We are leading the world 
in elevating Rotaract, and 
I implore every Rotarian 
and Rotaractor to approach 
regionalisation with an open 
mind and look towards 
the possibilities of a united 
future together.”
- Rotaract Australia Chair 
Laura Telford 

RIGHT: RYLA 
Oceania 

Rotary Club – 
Social Impact 

Network 
Chair Rebecca 

Fry wants to 
ensure Rotary 

is alive and well 
for her kids to 
be involved in 
in the future.
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• Greater effectiveness 
through collaboration on 
bigger national projects 
and working together 
locally.

• Greater external reach as 
we speak with ‘one voice’, 
delivering relevant and 
more consistent messages 
to enhance our public 
image and to make Rotary 
simpler to partner with.

• Targeted support for clubs 
from the best of the best 
Rotarians in the fields 
clubs wish to pursue.

• Reduced costs through the 
elimination of duplication, 
better use of technology, 
and better use of our best 
volunteer resources. 

• Better leadership 
development suited 
to growing Rotary in a 
modern environment.

• Support for clubs 
interested in being 
innovative in attracting, 
engaging and retaining 
members and growing 
Rotary in their local 
environment.

Changing with a 
changing world
Remember, the pilot is to 
explore what change could 
look like for our zone, how 
Rotarians and Rotaractors 
will benefit, and potentially 
how this could be replicated 
by Rotary internationally.

“This is a changing world; 
we must be prepared to 
change with it.” These words, 
spoken by Rotary’s founder 
Paul Harris, have probably 
never been more apposite 
than they are today. As our 
world changes, so must 
Rotary. 

“I am excited at the 
opportunity for change 
that is regionalisation,” 

For more information: The dedicated pilot website has various 
recordings and a frequently asked questions section, the new vote fact 
sheet, and registration links to upcoming webinars hosted by Rotary 
International Director Jessie Harman – plus the opportunity for you to 
participate personally and send your questions to the pilot planning 
group. Visit creatingtomorrowrotary.org

said Rotary International 
President-elect Gordon 
McInally. “Regionalisation 
will help shape the future of 
Rotary, ensuring it thrives 
and grows in the years to 
come. I urge you to be the 
leaders and the innovators 
as you show the rest of the 
world how Rotary will look in 
the years ahead.”

Get informed
Every club has the 
opportunity to have a 
representative from their 
district speak to them, 
either in person or via 

zoom, before voting. If this 
has not happened, contact 
your district representative. 
More information can 
also be obtained by 
participating in or viewing 
a recording of recent and 
upcoming online webinars, 
open to all Rotarians and 
Rotaractors in the zone – see 
creatingtomorrowrotary.org 
for more details.
Get informed, have your 
say, and let’s create a Rotary 
we can leave as our legacy 
for future generations; let’s 
Imagine Rotary in our zone 
as thriving. RDU

“Progress is impossible without 

change, and those who cannot 

change their minds cannot 

change anything .”
- George Bernard Shaw
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PUBLIC IMAGE

IN 2020, the Rotary Club of 
Browns Bay, Auckland, NZ, 
launched its Mural Project 
following a proposal by 
member Murray Allison in 
conjunction with Long Bay 
College’s art department. 

A design competition 
sponsored by the club tasked 
students with producing 
a mural of a local scene, 
and four submissions were 

received in February 2021. 
The judges chose Imogen 
Tyson-Lambert’s design as 
the overall winner.

The original idea was 
to have college students 
paint a mural on the wall 
of a building in Phoenix 
Plaza, with building owner 
Cyril Moore an enthusiastic 
supporter.

However, in the following 

months, it became clear 
there were issues with 
painting directly onto the 
wall. So, it was decided that 
the mural would be painted 
on eight large plywood 
panels fitted in a steel frame, 
which would be mounted on 
the wall. The plywood panels 
were delivered to Long Bay 
College to make it easier for 
the students to complete  
the artwork.

Then COVID struck, 
significantly slowing progress 
at the college, and in late 
2021 the project received 
another setback. The building 
in Phoenix Plaza was sold, 
and the new owner indicated 
that the wall might be 
demolished within the next 
few years.

A colourful 
display of 
Rotary in 
action

ABOVE & 
RIGHT: Long 

Bay College art 
student Imogen 
Tyson-Lambert’s 

design was 
chosen as the 

overall winner of 
the Rotary Club 
of Browns Bay's 

mural project. 
Her design 
now hangs 

proudly at a 
busy community 

supermarket, 
showcasing 

Rotary in Action.
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PUBLIC IMAGE

Sarita 
McLean
Public Image 
Coordinator,
Zone 8

IF ever there was a time to tell the world 
of our story, this is it. The People of Action 
public image campaign continues to 
bring our Rotary stories to life by showing 
Rotarians as the people of action that we 
are. Telling our stories in a meaningful 
and coordinated way builds the public’s 
understanding of who we are and what we 
do. It equally highlights the impact we make 
in our communities, both locally and globally.

There are five key steps to help you 
develop your own People of Action story.

1. What is your club or district trying to accomplish? 
What is the problem or challenge in your community you 
want to help solve? How was this problem identified?

2. Who is your audience?
Who are you trying to reach? And what do they know about 
our organisation? What do we want them to think and feel 
about us?

3. How will your club or district act?
How did you tackle the challenge? And what phrase best 
represents the action you took? (Together, We Connect? We 
Transform? Inspire? End Polio?)

4. What will be the impact, and what evidence will you 
have to support this?
What were the outcomes of your project? And how many people 
did this project impact? Do you have any statistics to share? 

5. What do you want your audience to do now (i.e. what is 
your call to action)?
Think about what you want your audience to do – learn 
more? Support your cause? Contribute to your fundraising? 
Or join you at an event?

Once you have created your People of Action story, use it 
to promote Rotary in your community using all the possible 
channels you can think of. As always, if you need any help, do 
reach out to the Public Image team. Our contact details are 
on the Rotary Zone 8 website (www.rotaryzone8.org) under 
the ‘Public Image’ tab. If you are on social media, you can 
always reach me via @SaritaMcLean-Rotarian. We’d love to 
hear from you. RDU

stepssteps to telling 
your People of 
Action story55The hunt was on for a 

new location in Browns 
Bay. Fortunately, one was 
identified at New World 
Supermarket on Inverness 
Road.

However, the plan to 
mount the plywood panels 
on the wall proved not viable. 
So Plan C was developed 
with Speedy Signs, whereby 
the mural was digitally 
printed on a lightweight 
aluminium composite panel 
mounted on the wall. The 
concept was approved by 
Foodstuffs, the building 
owner, and supported by 
New World Browns Bay. 
Financial support from 
Rotary and sponsorship 
by several Browns Bay 
businesses (whose logos 
appear alongside the mural) 
ensured that project costs 
were fully underwritten.

The result is a spectacular 
8.6 x 1.2m display of 
Rotary in action at a busy 
community location. Public 
image at its best!
And the plywood panels will 
not go to waste! Long Bay 
College’s art department will 
continue painting the original 
mural on the panels, which 
will ultimately be mounted at 
the college. RDU
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PHIL and Joyce Ogden, of 
the Rotary Club of South 
Launceston, Tas, are People 
of Action.

On May 17, 2022, they 
set off from Perth, WA, to 
ride to Adelaide, SA, to draw 
attention to a cause they are 
passionate about: Rotary 
International’s End Polio Now 
campaign.

The couple are both 72 
and enjoy tandem cycling. 
When they set out on this 
adventure, a journey that 
ended up being 2960km, 
they were confident and 
determined.

Now, after visiting dozens 
of Rotary clubs along the 
route, being interviewed 
for newspapers, radio and 

Ogden End 
Polio adventure 
draws to a close

television, meeting mayors 
in several communities, 
and giving numerous 
presentations on the urgent 
need to eradicate polio, 
they have been described as 
“remarkable ambassadors 
for End Polio Now.”

Joyce and Phil crossed the 
finish line on Wednesday, 
June 22, at Adelaide Oval, 
where then District 9510 
Governor Jeff Neale and 
his wife Jenny welcomed 
them to the meeting of the 
Rotary Club of Adelaide and 
congratulated them on their 
outstanding effort.

The pair offer a huge 
thank you to all in Western 
Australia and South Australia 
who showed very generous 

Rotary hospitality.
“We are extremely grateful 

for all those who supported 
us with housing, transport, 
meals and donations on the 
journey,” Phil said.

Their Raise for Rotary 
page shows a total of more 
than $33,700 and they are 
confident that with last 
minute donations coming 
in they will reach their 
fundraising goal of $40,000.

Retiring Zone 8 End Polio 
Now Coordinator, PDG 
Bob Aitken, thanked the 
Ogdens for their personal 
commitment, their courage 
and their endurance. 

Please give to End Polio 
Now at raise.rotary.org/phil-
ogden/fundraiser RDU

BELOW: Phil 
Ogden loads 

the tandem bike 
into the End 

Polio Now Ute at 
the completion 
of his and wife 

Joyce's 2960km 
cycle across the 

continent.

Watch the video of the Ogden’s adventures at youtube.com/watch?v=i1fscXl-6Pk

YOUTUBE
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DURING my travels, Rotary often comes up in conversation. Most people associate us 
with local projects and fundraisers – which is great – but few know what a global force 
Rotary is. It’s easier to understand this aspect of Rotary through an example, such as 
how Rotary responded to the devastating bushfires in Australia in late 2019 and  
early 2020.

The result of extreme drought, global warming, and adverse weather conditions, the 
fires caused catastrophic damage. The need for help was obvious and substantial.

No stranger to forest fires themselves, Canadian Rotarians knew the best way to help 
was through The Rotary Foundation. They were soon joined by Rotary clubs and districts 
in other countries and Taiwan, resulting in three Foundation global grants totalling 
$280,000 to support the economic recovery of farmers affected by these fires. 

One farmer wrote a letter of thanks on behalf of the remote communities we helped, 
saying they “were in disbelief that Rotary clubs from other countries would step up and 
help our relatively small farming region”, and adding that, “they were very grateful and 
honoured to be considered worthy of such aid”.

Friends, this is the kind of impact your Foundation has every single day around the 
world, and why it deserves the support of all Rotary members.

The most significant projects done in Rotary’s name are those accomplished through 
The Rotary Foundation. The list goes on and on. Think of the impact of our polio 
eradication efforts, our peace education programs, and our Programs of Scale grants. All 
these efforts to make the world a better place emanate from our Foundation. 

The Foundation also impacts our club experience, membership, partnerships, and 
so much more. The more visibility and impact we have through Foundation projects, 
the more people want to be part of what we are doing as partners or as members. 
Everybody wins.

To me, Rotary and its Foundation are inseparable – you can’t have one without the 
other. They are two sides of the same coin. I love the friendship and fellowship and 
projects I experience as a member of the Rotary Club of Sandringham, Vic; but I am also 
thrilled to be part of a global movement that is changing the lives of countless people 
through The Rotary Foundation.

Remember that other side of the Rotary coin and support your Foundation. By 
doing so, you will also be supporting your fellow members who are bringing to life 
the projects our world truly needs.

Past RI President Ian Riseley
Foundation trustee chair

TRUSTEE’S MESSAGE

Two sides of 
the same coin
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Q. Our Action Plan calls for Rotary to expand our 
reach. How can we get beyond thinking about 
membership in terms of numbers? 

KATEY: In the past, there’s been a lot of focus 
on achieving a certain head count: “How many 
people did you get to join?” But if we want 
a Rotary that’s strong, effective, and able to 
prepare the next generation to lead, we need 
to make sure more people feel welcome and at 
home in Rotary, year after year. And that means 
we must become more diverse and inclusive and 
provide equitable opportunities for everyone. 

Q. Why is diversity, equity, and inclusion (DEI) so 
crucial to Rotary expanding its reach? 

KATEY: Above all, because it’s the right thing 
to do. Diversity, equity, and inclusion is not a 
political issue; it’s a responsibility we have to 
each other and to our communities. We all have 
the right to be treated with dignity and respect, 
to have equal opportunities for fellowship and 
service, and to be given the same platforms for 
our voices to be heard. As an organization 
that’s both global and grassroots, we have 
to lead the way.

But it’s also the smart thing to do. Potential 
members, especially those who have experience 
with DEI initiatives in their own workplaces, 
may be put off by a club that is not DEI-friendly. 
But when those people experience a club 
that welcomes all kinds of people — all kinds 
of leaders — you’ll turn them into our most 
effective ambassadors. They’ll tell their own 
friends and networks about Rotary.

Clubs also report that when participants have 
many different perspectives, they come up with 
ideas and projects that make a bigger impact. 
That doesn’t surprise me. Workplace studies 
of diversity, equity, and inclusion demonstrate 
that diversity of backgrounds, experiences, and 
viewpoints is a strength.

It’s an ongoing effort, of course — and an 
opportunity for continual growth. I think 

MEET KATEY HALLIDAY. A member of the 
Rotary Club of Adelaide Light, Australia, 

and a charter member of the Rotaract 
Club of Adelaide City, Halliday 

serves on Rotary’s Diversity, 
Equity, and Inclusion 

Task Force. 

EXPAND 
OUR REACH

Learn what your club can do at

rotary.org/actionplan

the vast majority of members are feeling 
empowered and energized by the positive 
changes we’re making. 

Q. How can clubs expand their reach and fulfi ll 
their commitment to DEI?

KATEY: There are three key things. First, 
make your club more accessible through 
fl exible membership models and meeting 
formats. Second, give all members something 
meaningful to do. It’s not enough to invite 
people from diverse backgrounds to our 
meetings and events; we need to include them 
in planning and decision making, and we need 
to value their contributions. Finally, bring in 
outside help. Collaborate with a local expert 
on diversity, equity, and inclusion training. It’s a 
great way to forge new kinds of partnerships. 

And Rotary has so many resources! Check 
out the DEI-themed posts on the Rotary 
Voices blog for inspiring stories and ideas. 
Make a plan using the Diversifying Your 
Club assessment, which you can fi nd at 
my.rotary.org/membership. Or take one 
of the DEI courses in our Learning Center. 

Q. What should every Rotary member know 
about DEI?

KATEY: We all can and should be working on 
this. It isn’t something that leaders alone can 
do. When we have a truly diverse, equitable, 
and inclusive culture, we will expand our 
potential to create lasting change and realize 
our vision of a world where people unite and 
take action.

“ We all can 
and should be 
working on this. 
It isn’t something It isn’t something It isn’t something 
that leaders 
alone can do.”alone can do.”alone can do.”

The ROTARY ACTION PLAN

A CONVERSATION WITH 
KATEY HALLIDAY

RotaryMag-ActionPlanAdvertorial-July-Reach-EN22.indd   All PagesRotaryMag-ActionPlanAdvertorial-July-Reach-EN22.indd   All Pages 6/28/22   3:37 PM6/28/22   3:37 PM
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Q. Our Action Plan calls for Rotary to expand our 
reach. How can we get beyond thinking about 
membership in terms of numbers? 

KATEY: In the past, there’s been a lot of focus 
on achieving a certain head count: “How many 
people did you get to join?” But if we want 
a Rotary that’s strong, effective, and able to 
prepare the next generation to lead, we need 
to make sure more people feel welcome and at 
home in Rotary, year after year. And that means 
we must become more diverse and inclusive and 
provide equitable opportunities for everyone. 

Q. Why is diversity, equity, and inclusion (DEI) so 
crucial to Rotary expanding its reach? 

KATEY: Above all, because it’s the right thing 
to do. Diversity, equity, and inclusion is not a 
political issue; it’s a responsibility we have to 
each other and to our communities. We all have 
the right to be treated with dignity and respect, 
to have equal opportunities for fellowship and 
service, and to be given the same platforms for 
our voices to be heard. As an organization 
that’s both global and grassroots, we have 
to lead the way.

But it’s also the smart thing to do. Potential 
members, especially those who have experience 
with DEI initiatives in their own workplaces, 
may be put off by a club that is not DEI-friendly. 
But when those people experience a club 
that welcomes all kinds of people — all kinds 
of leaders — you’ll turn them into our most 
effective ambassadors. They’ll tell their own 
friends and networks about Rotary.

Clubs also report that when participants have 
many different perspectives, they come up with 
ideas and projects that make a bigger impact. 
That doesn’t surprise me. Workplace studies 
of diversity, equity, and inclusion demonstrate 
that diversity of backgrounds, experiences, and 
viewpoints is a strength.

It’s an ongoing effort, of course — and an 
opportunity for continual growth. I think 

MEET KATEY HALLIDAY. A member of the 
Rotary Club of Adelaide Light, Australia, 

and a charter member of the Rotaract 
Club of Adelaide City, Halliday 

serves on Rotary’s Diversity, 
Equity, and Inclusion 

Task Force. 

EXPAND 
OUR REACH

Learn what your club can do at

rotary.org/actionplan

the vast majority of members are feeling 
empowered and energized by the positive 
changes we’re making. 

Q. How can clubs expand their reach and fulfi ll 
their commitment to DEI?

KATEY: There are three key things. First, 
make your club more accessible through 
fl exible membership models and meeting 
formats. Second, give all members something 
meaningful to do. It’s not enough to invite 
people from diverse backgrounds to our 
meetings and events; we need to include them 
in planning and decision making, and we need 
to value their contributions. Finally, bring in 
outside help. Collaborate with a local expert 
on diversity, equity, and inclusion training. It’s a 
great way to forge new kinds of partnerships. 

And Rotary has so many resources! Check 
out the DEI-themed posts on the Rotary 
Voices blog for inspiring stories and ideas. 
Make a plan using the Diversifying Your 
Club assessment, which you can fi nd at 
my.rotary.org/membership. Or take one 
of the DEI courses in our Learning Center. 

Q. What should every Rotary member know 
about DEI?

KATEY: We all can and should be working on 
this. It isn’t something that leaders alone can 
do. When we have a truly diverse, equitable, 
and inclusive culture, we will expand our 
potential to create lasting change and realize 
our vision of a world where people unite and 
take action.

“ We all can 
and should be 
working on this. 
It isn’t something It isn’t something It isn’t something 
that leaders 
alone can do.”alone can do.”alone can do.”

The ROTARY ACTION PLAN

A CONVERSATION WITH 
KATEY HALLIDAY

RotaryMag-ActionPlanAdvertorial-July-Reach-EN22.indd   All PagesRotaryMag-ActionPlanAdvertorial-July-Reach-EN22.indd   All Pages 6/28/22   3:37 PM6/28/22   3:37 PM
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15 REDS FOR JUST $135!
Flash Sale!

FREE DELIVERY

ONLY

$9
A BOTTLE AND SAVE A 

MASSIVE $186 
TODAY!

Unbox these 15 lavish  Unbox these 15 lavish  
Aaussie redsAaussie reds

Save a massive $186 
on 15 jumbo reds
Only $9 a bottle – 

less than half price!
WHEN it comes to reds, big 
is better. And when we say 
big, we mean 15 bottles with 
masses of flavour, colour, but 
above all, value! And, thanks 
to Laithwaites, readers 
of Rotary Down Under are 
invited to savour 15 luscious 
reds from top estates with 
free delivery to your door – 
at below cellar-door prices. 

Rich and sumptuous, these 
15 jumbo reds have a RRP of 
$321, but they can be yours 
for an amazing $135 – a huge 
$186 saving – that’s a tiny $9 
a bottle, and less than half 
price. Plus free delivery!

Shiraz lovers, dive into 
the sumptuous Black Pig 
McLaren Vale Shiraz, a 
“corker of a porker” as one 
customer has memorably 
named it, and the mighty 
Marauding Vintners McLaren 
Vale The Chairman Shiraz 
– these will wow you with 
their richness and intensity. 
“Magician” (Halliday) John 
Quarisa’s silky long and 
luscious 30 Mile Shiraz also 
impresses, and it dazzles 
with gold as well! There’s 
more gold-medal magic from 
Quarisa in his cult classic 
Caravan Petite Sirah too – 

three golds, in fact! Last, 
enjoy the regal Long Live the 
King Cabernet Sauvignon 
from the great Bill Calabria … 
a noble red you will adore.

Enjoy three bottles of each 
in a sensational 15-bottle 
Jumbo Reds selection for an 
amazing half price. All whites 
and mixed cases are also 
available.

Stocks are limited, so don’t 
miss out. 

To order these superb 
wines at an exceptional 
price call now on 1300 762 
832 quoting 8294056 or visit 
lw.wine/au-8294056.
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By Eva Remijan-Toba

MELBOURNE is known as 
Australia’s cultural capital, 
and its museums are a big 
reason why. During the 
2023 Rotary International 
Convention, taking place May 
27-31, be sure to explore 
the history, art and creativity 
on display at the dozens of 
museums in the city. 

Start your day in the 
Melbourne Arts Precinct, 
home to four of the city’s 
most popular galleries, 
including the National 
Gallery of Victoria. It houses 
a collection of more than 
75,000 pieces, ranging 
from Ancient Egypt to 

contemporary art. Entry to its 
permanent collection is free.

If you’re one for the arts 
but prefer when the art 
is in action, check out the 
Australian Centre for the 
Moving Image (ACMI), located 
in Federation Square. Here, 
you can explore the universe 
of film, television, video 
games, and art. 

Melbourne is also known 
for its cultural diversity, 
and at the Immigration 
Museum you can hear, 
read and watch the real-life 
stories of the people who 
have migrated to Australia 
from all over the world. 
To learn about the area’s 
original inhabitants, head to 

the Melbourne Museum’s 
Bunjilaka Aboriginal Cultural 
Centre, which celebrates 
Indigenous culture through 
performances, storytelling, 
art and more. Then, explore 
the area’s wildlife and forest 
ecosystems in the museum’s 
Forest Gallery. Be sure to 
watch the short-finned eels 
being fed daily at 1.45pm.

Sports fans can head over 
to the Australian Sports 
Museum, located at the 
Melbourne Cricket Ground, 
to learn about Australian 
Rules football, created in 
Melbourne in the 1850s, 
and view the country’s 
largest collection of sports 
memorabilia. RDU

A museum for 
everyone

"Melbourne 
is also known 
for its cultural 
diversity, 
and at the 
Immigration 
Museum you 
can hear, read 
and watch 
the real-life 
stories of the 
people who 
have migrated 
to Australia 
from all over 
the world."
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blossfest.com/tour See video

The most beautiful tourThe most beautiful tour

For your chance to win one of 
three copies of While you were in 
the Country, email giveaways@

rotarydownunder.com.au 
with ‘While you were in the 
Country’ in the subject line. 
Please include your contact 

details, including delivery 
address.

While you were in  
the Country 
Eva Scott
HarperCollins
RRP: $29.99
He’s finally met ‘The One’ ... and 
she’s dating his brother.

Frankie Fox has dealt 
with a lot over the past few 
weeks. She’s turned 30, lost 
her roof in a storm, been 
ghosted by ‘The One’, and 
is now somehow dating her 
longstanding celebrity crush, 
THE Jed Murphy. But none of 
these come close to the blow of 
having ‘The One’ turn up on her 
doorstep after weeks of silence 
... and for him to turn out to be 
Jed’s brother. 

With a secret she’s forbidden 
from revealing, growing feelings 
for her boyfriend’s brother, two 
Murphys living in her home and 
her future happiness on the 
line, Frankie must ask the most 
important question of all: Is all 
this trouble really worth a  
new roof? 

Inspired by the popular 
90s romcom While You Were 
Sleeping, this is both a nostalgic 
throwback and a modern-day 
love story about what happens 
when the man of your dreams 
isn’t quite who you expected.

IN MEMORIAM
2021-22
It is with great sadness that we 
announce the passing of the following 
Zone 8 Rotarians who have served as 
district governors:

District 9510
TONY READE, Rotary Club of Adelaide 
Light, SA, 1993-94 (D9500), October 
2021

District 9640
PETER FOLEY, Rotary Club of Runaway 
Bay, Qld, 1987-88 (D9750), January 2022

District 9670
GEOFF OLSEN, Rotary Club of Dungog, 
NSW, 1976-77, November 2021
HAROLD SMITH, Rotary Club of Lower 
Mid-Coast, NSW, 1991-92, January 2021

District 9675
PHIL HAYES, Rotary Club of Caringbah, 
NSW, 2000-01, March 2022

District 9685
EDWARD (TED) ATKINSON, Rotary 
Club of Dural Glenorie, NSW, 1991-92, 
March 2022

District 9820
BRYON PUDDY, Rotary Club of Moe, 
Vic, 1993-94, September 2021

District 9920
CLIFF DICKEY, Rotary Club of Drury, 
NZ, 1978-79, October 2021

District 9930
BRIAN MILTON REVELL, Rotary Club 
of Thames, NZ, 2005-06, October 2021
TOM RYAN, Rotary Club of Otumoetai, 
NZ, 1988-89, May 2022
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Pride of Workmanship Awards

Contact us for a
FREE copy of our
program guide

This program aims at identifying and recognising people who excel in their vocations.
Through the program, clubs connect with businesses and the community and gain

opportunities for Membership Development and Public Relations as well.

For more information check out our website at www.pride-of-workmanship.com
or contact the Rotary Club of Pennant Hills - District 9685 

Phone: 0444 565 780 or email us at: orders@pride-of-workmanship.com

10th
October

Districts of Australia

www.australianrotaryhealth.org.au

For your chance to win 
one of three copies of 
Racing Humpy Holdens, 

email giveaways@
rotarydownunder.com.
au with ‘Racing Humpy 
Holdens’ in the subject 

line. Please include your 
contact details, including 

delivery address.

Racing Humpy Holdens
Joel Wakely
Woodslane Press
RRP: $39.99
In Racing Humpy Holdens, 
author Joel Wakely introduces 
the 48-215: a modest car that burst the boundaries of its 
expectations. 

There is a touch of the miraculous about this story: a 
car that defined a motoring era and a bunch of mates 
that built a racing car on a shoestring, but through hard 
work, skill and nerve reached the pinnacle of their sport.

This beautiful Australian book, containing many old 
photographs as well as personal, engaging accounts of 
the era, is a work of passion that will be loved by car 
enthusiasts, particularly those with an interest in car 
racing history and Holdens.

REMEMBERING 
HIROSHIMA AND 
NAGASAKI
 Calendar-Alt August 6, 2022
 Map-marked-alt Canberra Rotary Peace Bell, ACT
 globe-asia www.canberrarotarypeacebell.org
Take the time to remember the terrible 
events of 1945 at a moving ceremony 
dedicated to Hiroshima and Nagasaki. 
Organised by the Rotary Club of Canberra 
Burley Griffin, ACT, the ceremony will 
include songs of peace by the Australian 
Military Wives Choir, speeches, and 
paper cranes folded by Canberra school 
students. These same paper cranes will 
later be sent to Hiroshima to be hung 
from the Children’s Memorial there.

Take the chance to personally strike 
the Canberra Rotary Peace Bell and show 
your support for a world free of nuclear 
weapons.

NEWCASTLE TO DUNGOG 
CHARITY BIKE RIDE
 Calendar-Alt September 24, 2022
 TICKET-ALT $60 entry plus optional donation to HMRI via 
online registration
 globe-asia www.newcastledungogbikeride.org.au
This year’s Rotary Club of Newcastle Charity Bike 
Ride will see participants ride from Newcastle, 
NSW, to the picturesque country town of 
Dungog on the Williams River – a distance of 
approximately 90km.

The major beneficiary of the ride is Hunter 
Medical Research Institute (HMRI), helping to fund 
research in DIPG Childhood Cancer by Dr Matt 
Dun. Over the past 11 years, this event has raised 
$57,184 for HMRI research.

The ride is highly recommended for all cycling 
enthusiasts. 
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The Object of Rotary is to encourage and foster the ideal 
of service as a basis of worthy enterprise and,  
in particular, to encourage and foster:

1 The development of acquaintance as an 
opportunity for service;

2  High ethical standards in business and 
professions; the recognition of the worthiness 
of all useful occupations; and the dignifying of 
each Rotarian’s occupation as an opportunity 
to serve society;

3 The application of the ideal of service in 
each Rotarian’s personal, business and 
community life;

4  The advancement of international 
understanding, goodwill and peace through a 
world fellowship of business and professional 
persons united in the ideal of service.

Rotarians: 1,209,069* in 37,135 clubs in  
545 Districts in 220 countries/geographic areas.

Rotaractors: 230,611* in 11,304 clubs in 532 
districts in 184 countries/geographic areas.

Interactors: 411,585* in 17,895 clubs in 498 
districts in 161 countries/geographic areas. 

Rotary Community Corps members: 200,615* 
in 12,203 clubs in 235 districts in 90 countries/
geographic areas.

As at July 13, 2022, there are 23,731 Rotary 
members in 1008 clubs in 16 districts in Australia, 
and 6,771 Rotary members in 254 clubs in five 
districts in New Zealand and the Pacific. In addition, 
there are 821 Rotaract members in 63 clubs in 
Australia and 160 Rotaract members in 19 clubs 
in New Zealand and the Pacific. Australian and 
New Zealand districts include Nauru, Papua New 
Guinea, Solomon Islands, Timor Leste, American 
Samoa, Cook Islands, Fiji, French Polynesia, Kiribati, 
New Caledonia, Norfolk Island, Samoa, Tonga and 
Vanuatu, where there are 570 Rotarians in 37 clubs 
and 116 Rotaractors in 11 clubs.

ROTARY AT A GLANCE OBJECT OF 
ROTARY

RI General Officers 2022-23

PRESIDENT
JENNIFER JONES 
Windsor-Roseland, Canada

PRESIDENT-ELECT
GORDON MCINALLY 
South Queensferry, Scotland

VICE PRESIDENT
NICKI SCOTT 
The North Cotswolds, England

TREASURER
ANANTHANARAYANAN 'VENKY' VENKATESH
Chennai Mambalam, India

DIRECTORS
ALBERTO CECCHINI
Roma Nord-Est, Italy

PATRICK CHISANGA
Nkwazi, Zambia

JESSIE HARMAN
Wendouree Breakfast, Vic, Australia

JEREMY HURST
Grand Cayman, Cayman Islands

DREW KESSLER
North Rockland, New York, US

MUHAMMAD FAIZ KIDWAI
Karachi Karsaz, Pakistan

WON-PYO KIM
Gyeongju South, Korea

URS KLEMM
Aarau, Switzerland

MAHESH KOTBAGI
Pune Sports City, India

PATRICIA MERRYWEATHER-ARGES
Naperville, Illinois, US

LENA MJERSKAUG
Enebakk, Norway

VICKI PULIZ
Sparks, Nevada, US

YOSHIO SATO
Okayama-South, Japan

JULIO CÉSAR SILVA-SANTISTEBAN
El Rímac, Peru

ELIZABETH USOVICZ
Kansas City-Plaza, Missouri, US

GENERAL SECRETARY
JOHN HEWKO
Kyiv, Ukraine

Trustees of The Rotary  
Foundation 2022-23

CHAIR
IAN RISELEY
Sandringham, Vic, Australia

CHAIR-ELECT
BARRY RASSIN
East Nassau, Bahamas

VICE CHAIR
LARRY LUNSFORD
KANSAS CITY-PLAZA, MISSOURI, US

TRUSTEES
JORGE AUFRANC 
Guatemala Sur, Guatemala

MARCELO DEMÉTRIO HAICK
Santos-Praia, Brazil

MARTHA PEAK HELMAN
Boothbay Harbor, Maine, US

HOLGER KNAACK
Herzogtum Lauenburg-Mölln,Germany

HSIU-MING LIN
Taipei Tungteh, Taiwan

MARK DANIEL MALONEY
Decatur, Alabama, US

GEETA K. MANEK
Muthaiga, Kenya

AZIZ MEMON
Karachi, Pakistan

AKIRA MIKI
Himeji, Japan

BHARAT S. PANDYA
Borivli, India

GREG E. PODD
Evergreen, Colorado, US

DEAN ROHRS 
Langley Central, Canada

GENERAL SECRETARY
JOHN HEWKO
Kyiv, Ukraine

Rotary District Governors 2022-23
Ineke Oliver (D9455); Ric McDonald (D9465); 
Paul Thomas (D9510); John Hall (D9560); Tim 
Keeler (D9620); Karen Thomas (D9640); Neville 
Parsons (D9660); Janice Hall (D9675); Mina 
Howard (D9685); Geraldine Rurenga (D9705); 
Kathy Rivett (D9780); David McPherson (D9790); 
Amanda Wendt (D9800); Ken Miller (D9810); 
Paul Mee (D9820); Bob Calvert (D9830); Matt 
McLeod (D9910); Allan Smith (D9920); Kevin 
Forgeson (D9930); Marilyn Stevens (D9940);  
Jan Boustead (D9999)

Rotary Down Under – The Board of Directors
PDG Tim Moore (chair); Past Governors  
Craig Edmonston (deputy chair); Brian Eddy; 
Jennie Herring; Kalma McLellan; Brian Peters;  
DG Bob Calvert; DGE Craig Dowling

id-card

heart handshake

Register today at 
convention.rotary.org

Unite with people of action. Exchange ideas. Share solutions. 
Celebrate being together. Then Imagine What’s Next for 
Rotary, the world, and yourself. 

IMAGINE 
CONNECTION

2023 ROTARY INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION
MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA
27-31 MAY 2023
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Register today at 
convention.rotary.org

Unite with people of action. Exchange ideas. Share solutions. 
Celebrate being together. Then Imagine What’s Next for 
Rotary, the world, and yourself. 
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ROTARY AT A GLANCE

NEW

rdusupplies.com.au sales@rdusupplies.com.au AU + 61 2 9633 4888 Toll free from NZ: 0800 287 682

1.

4. 5.

3.

1.  Men’s or Ladies United Polo $36.50 AU     
2.  Men’s or Ladies Puffer Vest $75.00 AU     
3. Men’s or Ladies Puffer Jacket $89.00 AU
4.  United Hoodie - Unisex $55.00 AU     
5.  Rotary Long Sleeve Polo - Unisex $42.50 AU
6.  Rotary Men’s or Ladies 
 Long Sleeve Chambray Shirt $65.00 AU
7.  Rotary Men’s or Ladies 
 Short Sleeve Chambray Shirt $65.00 AU  
8.  Rotary Men’s or Ladies Geneva Vest $70.00 AU    
9.  Rotary Men’s or Ladies Geneva Jacket $80.00 AU

2.
3.

NEW

7.6.

8. 9.


