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RECENTLY, Nick 
and I spent time 
in Guatemala, 
where we met 
wonderful fellow 
Rotary members 
and families who 
unofficially adopted 
me as “Tía Jennifer”. 
On the third day, 
after visiting Patzún 
in the mountainous 
western highlands, we set 
out for Lake Atitlán, which we 
needed to reach by nightfall. 
If we took a back road we 
could get there faster. Locals 

The power 
of taking 

uncomfortable 
chances

PICTURED: 
Jennifer Jones 

and her husband 
Nick Krayacich 

(top left) talk with 
Náthali Batzibal, 

a student they 
support through 

the Guatemala 
Literacy Project. 

Since 1997, 
the project 

has improved 
education in 

rural areas of 
the country by 

providing books, 
teacher training 

and scholarships.

told us it had just 
been repaved and 
assured us, “You’ll 
have no problem.” 

At first, it was a 
breeze. We wound 
through misty-
green coffee and 
corn fields covering 
the hillside like a 
patchwork quilt. 
But at a river 

crossing, we found a bridge 
washed away. The only way 
to continue would be to 
ford the river in our small 
bus. There were a few tense 

moments, but we decided to 
give it a try and, thankfully, 
we made it across safely. 

This adventure reminds me 
of two important truths in 
Rotary. One, we rely on local, 
on-the-ground expertise to 
do what we do best. And two, 
sometimes you have to take 
uncomfortable chances to 
reach important goals. 

Every day, I am honoured to 
learn from our Rotary family. 
Every lesson is an opportunity 
to grow, and each story adds 
a chapter to our collective 
Imagine Rotary year. RDU

 Jennifer 
Jones
President
Rotary 
International
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By Ryan Hyland

STEPHANIE A URCHICK, of 
the Rotary Club of McMurray, 
US, is the selection of the 
Nominating Committee 
for President of Rotary 
International for 2024-25, 
a decision that will make 
her only the second woman 
to hold this position in the 
history of the organisation. 
Stephanie will be declared 
the president-nominee on 
October 1 if no challenging 
candidates have been 
suggested.

With the world facing 
incredible challenges, 
including the COVID-19 
pandemic, natural disasters, 
and conflict in many regions, 
Stephanie says Rotary’s 
leaders can offer a vision and 
a plan for overcoming these 
challenges.

“Measures taken by Rotary 
leadership to survive and end 
critical challenges often make 
our organisation stronger 
and more resilient for future 
events. This kind of essential 
leadership also creates new 
levels of cooperation, even 
among rivals, when Rotarians 
pull together as people of 
action to serve and solve  
a crisis.”

Stephanie says making 
regionalisation a priority  
is crucial.

“Because Rotary 
operates in more than 200 
countries and regions, it 
is vital to recognise that 
the organisation has the 
potential to become more 
efficient and effective by 
understanding and reacting 
to how regional differences 
affect the way Rotarians work 
together to address providing 
service, promoting integrity, 
and advancing world 
understanding, goodwill and 
peace,” she says.

Stephanie is partner 
and chief operating officer 
of Doctors at Work LLC, 
a consulting and training 
company. She holds a 
doctorate in leadership 
studies from Indiana 
University of Pennsylvania, 
is active on numerous 
community boards and 
committees, and has been 
honoured by organisations 
including Zonta International 
and the Sons of the  
American Revolution.

A Rotary member since 
1991, Stephanie has travelled 
to Vietnam to help build a 
primary school and to the 
Dominican Republic to install 
water filters. She studies 
several Slavic languages, has 
mentored new Rotarians in 
Ukraine, and coordinated 
a Rotary Foundation grant 
project in Poland.

Stephanie has served 
Rotary in many roles, 
including as a director, 
Foundation trustee, and 
chair of the RI Strategic 
Planning Committee and 
the Foundation’s Centennial 
Celebration Committee. 
She currently serves on the 
Election Review Committee 
and the Operations Review 
Committee. She is a Rotary 
Foundation Major Donor and 
a member of the Bequest 
Society. RDU

Stephanie Urchick
selected for Rl’s 

top role in 2024-25

ABOVE: Rotary 
International 
President-
nominee 
Stephanie 
Urchick will 
become only 
the second 
woman to hold 
this position in 
the history of 
the organisation 
when she takes 
office in 2024. 
(Photo: Alyce 
Henson/Rotary 
International)
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MORE than 600 Ezidi refugees, 
who fled prosecution in 
Northern Iraq, call Armidale, 
NSW, home. Less than 100 
have found jobs.

In 2021, Armidale Rotarians 
donated land to create 
community gardens that 
would allow refugees to work 
and grow food.

Now, the Ezidi farmers 
will be able to propagate 
vegetables all-year round, 
with Northern Tablelands MP 
Adam Marshall and Minister 
for Multiculturalism Mark 
Coure announcing $5,000 to 
add a hothouse to the site 
of the Regional Agricultural 
Employment Project (REAP).

Last year the State 
Government provided 
$29,559 to support the 
Rotary Club of Armidale and 
Northern Settlement Services’ 
REAP program, which 
provides access to farmland 
for people from migrant and 
refugee backgrounds to apply 
and adapt their existing rural 
skills in the Australian context.

Mr Marshall said several 
participants had experience 
working in greenhouses in Iraq.

“While REAP is teaching 
Ezidi migrants the skills 
they need to succeed in 
an Australian horticultural 
context, it is important 
efforts are made to foster 
their pre-existing capabilities.

“This grant will fund the 
construction of a 15 metre 
by 4.2 metre hothouse 
with galvanised pipe frame 
and shade cloth cover," Mr 
Marshall said.

“Farmers are currently 
only growing crops that can 
be harvested in summer. 
A hothouse will extend the 
planting opportunities on 
offer. The structure’s design 
has been developed with 
consideration of the region’s 
cold winter climate.

“It was great to be able 
to show Minister Coure 
the incredible work being 
done here in our region 
to empower refugees 
to establish their own 

market-garden operations 
and become autonomous 
producers.”

Rotary Club of Armidale 
President Bernie Perkins 
said new State Government 
funded infrastructure had 
greatly improved the farming 
operation.

“As a result of last year’s 
funding, new storage sheds 
have been erected to store 
equipment at the two four-
hectare plots,” Bernie said. 
“A dedicated community and 
WHS space has also been 
established to provide shelter 
and an area for gatherings.

“Our club is proud of the 
progress that has been made 
through REAP, to provide 
long-term employment and 
sustainable business benefits 
to the Ezidi community.

“The program has allowed 
Ezidi refugees to realise their 
dream of growing a new 
life in the region, and I look 
forward to seeing the various 
crops that flourish as a result 
of this grant.” RDU

BELOW: 
Announcing 

$5,000 to expand 
the Rotary Club 

of Armidale’s 
Ezidi farm, Rotary 

project director 
Peter Lloyd, 

left, Northern 
Settlement 

Services’ 
Perry Calkin, 
Minister for 

Multiculturalism 
Mark Coure, 

Northern 
Tablelands MP 

Adam Marshall, 
Rotary Club 
of Armidale 

president Bernie 
Perkins, and club 

member Grant 
Harris.

Hothouse addition will 
see bountiful supply
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Tanya
THE Rotary Club of 
Townsville, Qld, with the 
generous assistance of 
RACG, Townsville Auto Group 
and an anonymous donor, 
has provided a young family 
in need with the gift of 
independence.

When Tanya was three 
years old, she was involved 
in a car accident that left 
her with lifelong physical 
and mental disabilities. Now 
aged 46, Tanya is married 
to Michael, and they have 
two children, Jacob, 8 and 
Chantelle, 6.

A few years ago, Michael 
and Tanya approached an 
organisation for assistance in 
acquiring a car to transport 
their young family. With 
both receiving government 
benefits, it was a luxury they 
could not afford on their 
own, and they were reliant 
on taxis and public transport 
to get around.

Unfortunately, the other 
organisation withdrew its 
offer to contribute, shortly 
after Tanya got her  
driver’s licence.

The Rotary Club of 
Townsville became aware 
of Tanya’s case in late 2021 
and embarked in earnest on 
‘Project Tanya’ in February 
2022. Members aimed to 
raise $30,000 to buy the car 
of Tanya’s choice, a Haval 
Jolion SUV.

“I approached a person 
whom I am very close to and 
received a pledge from her 
to pay up to $15,000 of the 

cost of the car,” said club 
member Tim McKee. “With 
this level of support, the 
club board pledged $7,500 
on the basis that the Public 
Trustee, who was holding the 
remainder of Tanya’s money, 
would contribute the same 
amount.”

After registering Project 
Tanya with RAWCS 
as a Rotary Australia 
Compassionate Grants 
(RACG) application, Merv 
Williams cobbled together 
$10,000 from funds still 
available through RACG.

This donation relieved the 
burden on the private donor, 
whose contribution was then 
reduced to $5,000.

With the money in place, it 
soon became apparent that 
there were no Jolions in stock 
locally; it was going to take 
another three to four months 
to source one directly  
from Haval.

“I called on Brendan 
Pickering, CEO of the 
Pickerings Group of 
Companies, who was able 
to source us a Haval Jolion 
from his Mackay dealership,” 
Tim said. “In a matter of 
days, the Jolion was delivered 
to Townsville Auto Group, 
and in May we were able 
to present Tanya with the 
brand-new SUV.”

Tanya and Michael can 
now provide their children 
with the things many of us 
take for granted, like driving 
them to and from children’s 
sport and activities. The car 
will also allow Michael, a 
qualified social worker, to 
secure more work hours.

By delivering Project Tanya, 
the Rotary Club of Townsville, 
Rotary Australia Benevolent 
Society, and an anonymous 
donor have changed the lives 
of this worthy family for  
the better. RDU

ABOVE: Kristie 
Dawes, left, and 
Allen Hirmiz 
from Townsville 
Auto Group, 
with the proud 
new owners of a 
Haval Jolion SUV 
Chantelle Grant, 
Tanya Grant, Jacob 
Grant and Michael 
Grant, Project 
Tanya Coordinator 
Tim McKee OAM, 
of the Rotary Club 
of Townsville, 
Adam Davis from 
Townsville Auto 
Group, and Rotary 
Club of Townsville 
members Derek 
Saw, Geoff Gelling 
Guy Raffe and 
Stephen Quine.
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OVER the past 12 months 
there have been significant 
changes to the leadership 
team at RAWCS. The 
company has come 
through the challenges and 
disruptions of COVID in good 
shape and, with the return 
of volunteer teams travelling 
to overseas projects and the 
completion of some domestic 
government sponsored 
national projects, RAWCS 
is well placed to continue 
facilitating and supporting 
the projects of Australian 
Rotary clubs.

Over the past five years, 
RAWCS has received an 
annual average of AU$22 
million in project funds (> 
$110 million) and sourced 
more than $40 million in 
external support for  
Rotary projects.

This outstanding result 
would not have been 

The work of 
Rotary in full 
view

THE city of Brisbane has two 
mountains in its geographical 
area. Mount Coot-tha (302 metres) 
is situated to the west of the city. 
The other, Mount Gravatt (187 
metres), is located to the south.

To commemorate the 
establishment of the Rotary 
Club of Mount Gravatt 50 years 
ago, and Rotary in Australia 100 
years ago, the club has installed 
two sets of binoculars at the 
summit of Mount Gravatt for 
the benefit of the community. 
Financial support was provided 
by the Queensland Government 
Gambling Community Benefit 
Fund and the Brisbane City 
Council.

One set is designed for normal 
use standing; the second is at 
a lower level for children and 
wheelchair users. The binoculars 
are free to use.

Views through the binoculars 
take in the CBD of Brisbane, the 
mouth of the Brisbane River to 
the east, and the Glasshouse 
Mountains to the north.

At the official unveiling on April 
27 by the Member for Mansfield, 
Hon. Corrine McMillan MP, and 
the Deputy Mayor of Brisbane, 
Councillor Krista Adams, the 
Rotary Club of Mount Gravatt was 
congratulated on the initiative to 
install these binoculars for the 
benefit of the community  
at large. RDU

RIGHT: Past 
President of 

the Rotary Club 
of Mt Gravatt 

Graeme Smith 
(left), Deputy 

Mayor of Brisbane 
Councillor Krista 
Adams, Member 

for Mansfield Hon. 
Corrine McMillan 

MP, and then 
club President Jim 

Cosgrove at the 
unveiling of the 
new binoculars 

at the summit of 
Mount Gravatt.

BELOW: RAWCS 
recently presented 

Distinguished 
Service Awards to 
Mike Whitehouse 

OAM, Michael 
Perkins OAM, 
Hank De Smit 

and former 
long-standing 

Donations In Kind 
Manager and 

Board Director 
Keith Roffey 

(pictured). 

RAWCS honours 
Distinguished Service

possible without the 
substantial volunteer 
work and dedication 
of long-standing 
RAWCS directors. So, 
RAWCS Distinguished 
Service Awards were 
recently presented to 
Mike Whitehouse OAM, 
Michael Perkins OAM, 
Hank De Smit and Keith 
Roffey. Each of these 
Rotarians served on the 
Board of RAWCS for more 
than two terms as director 
(more than six years). 

Mike, as national treasurer, 
oversaw the establishment 
of the RAWCS National 
Secretariat and centralised 
accounting functions, 
contributing his professional 
services to developing 
the company’s financial 
systems and overseeing 
the accounting and audit. 
Michael served on the 
RAWCS Executive in the roles 
of company secretary and 
chairman; Hank represented 
the Western Region before 
taking on the role of 
company secretary; and 
Keith as national Donations 
in Kind manager oversaw 
the implementation of 
professional standards in this 
important program.

In July, RAWCS long-
standing chairman John 
McLaren handed over to Dave 
Pearson, while remaining 
on the Executive as the 
immediate past chair. John 
and Dave were delighted 
to be able to recognise the 
significant contributions of 
their colleagues to making 
RAWCS the organisation it  
is today. RDU
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THE annual Bang Tail Muster 
Parade is a signature project 
of the Rotary Club of Alice 
Springs, NT. The parade 
made a triumphant return in 
2022, after being cancelled 
for the past two years.

The unique and colourful 
event celebrates the 
diversity and creativity of 
Mparntwe/Alice Springs, with 
community groups entering 
float displays centred on the 
parade theme for the year.

The first parade pre-dated 
Rotary, and was held in 
1959 by the NT Chamber 
of Commerce. Its goal was 
to present a slice of Alice 
Springs history. 

From 1961 onwards, the 
newly-chartered Rotary Club 
of Alice Springs took over the 
running of the parade, with 
ongoing generous support 

from the community and 
sponsors such as the Alice 
Springs Town Council and the 
Yeperenye Shopping Centre.

The Bang Tail Muster is held 
on May Day, a public holiday 
in the Northern Territory, and 
commemorates International 
Worker’s Day as well as the 
start of the dry season in the 
Top End.

The name originates 
from mustering. Historically 
in Alice Springs, May Day 
coincided with the start 
of the mustering season. 
When cattle and horses 
were rounded up and 
counted, the tuft of hair 
at the end of the tail was 
cut horizontally, creating a 
tassel – also called a bang 
tail. This meant the cow, bull 
or horse was counted. The 
hair takes about three years 

to grow back, so it was easy 
to distinguish cattle that had 
already been counted in 
previous years.

The parade has made a 
comeback this year, following 
COVID-19 interruptions in 
2020 and 2021.

The floats are judged by 
a panel of judges that have 
the very difficult task of 
choosing winners out of all 
the deserving entries.

The 2022 winners were:
•	 Best in Parade: Rona 

Glynn Preschool
•	 Best Preschool/School: 

Braitling Preschool
•	 Best Community 

Organisation: Alice Springs 
Girl Guides

•	 Best Sporting Group: 
Studio B

Congratulations to all who 
participated! RDU

“The name 
originates 
from 
mustering. 
When 
cattle and 
horses were 
rounded up 
and counted, 
the tuft of 
hair at the 
end of the 
tail was cut 
horizontally, 
creating a 
tassel – also 
called a bang 
tail.”

Parade back and better than ever

BELOW: Alice Springs 
Mayor Matt Paterson 
(right) and Town Crier 
Meredith Campbell 
leading the 2022 
Bang Tail Muster 
Parade.
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“THERE is no true service 
without sacrifice, but when 
love fills the heart, all giving, 
all service, brings such joy 
that there is no sacrifice.”

Such was the life of 
service lived by Past Rotary 
International Director Ken 
Collins AM.

Born in Adelaide, SA, in 
1930, Ken opened his doors 
to Rotary service in 1967 with 
the Rotary Club of Belmont, 
WA, before becoming charter 
president-elect of the Rotary 
Club of Thornlie, WA, in 
1973. He formed and served 
as charter president of the 
Rotary Club of Kenwick in 
1982, transferred to the 
Rotary Club of Mill Point in 
1989 as he supported the fact 
they had admitted females 
to membership. Ken strongly 
believed that Rotary needed 
modernising so, after a brief 
stint with the Rotary Club of 

Nedlands, he established the 
Rotary Club of Freshwater 
Bay, WA, in 2008 as a new 
vogue Rotary club. 

Using his profession as a 
doctor to help those in need, 
Ken changed countless lives 
for the better throughout his 
55 years of Rotary service.

On recalling his early 
volunteer experiences, Ken 
recently wrote:

“The first was in Indonesia, 
where I was greeted at 
immigration by being told, 
‘We do not have volunteers 
in this country’. The 
immigration officer let slip 
that his uncle was a Rotarian, 
so after agreeing to be a 
‘tourist’ I was allowed to 
enter the country and called 
on my resourcefulness to 
make a meagre budget for 
medications to treat locals 
go as far as possible in 
challenging circumstances. 

Travelling distances over 
rough terrain, long days, 
often treating in excess of 
100 patients in primitive 
conditions, were a part of 
the challenge. On hearing 
a doctor was coming to 
an area, some people 
walked miles, even days to 
be seen. Most had never 
had access to a doctor 
before and the only basic 
equipment available was my 
stethoscope, auroscope and 
sphygmomanometer (blood 
pressure machine).”

Following this, Ken and 
wife Di, along with their two 
young daughters, spent four 
weeks in the Vietnamese 
refugee camps in Hong Kong. 

“The stories we heard 
from the refugees were 
heartbreaking, leaving an 
indelible impression on us 
all,” Ken recalled. 

He also spent four weeks in 

Vale
Dr Kenneth Collins 

AM CStJ CitWA  
RI Director 2000-02

An inspiration to all who crossed his path, Past 
Rotary International Director Ken Collins AM CStJ 

CitWA passed away on August 4, 2022, aged 85, after 
a lengthy battle with an aggressive prostate cancer.
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refugee camps in Papua New 
Guinea in 1986, following his 
year as District Governor.

“Again, conditions were 
dangerous and primitive, 
however, I was fortunate 
to have the assistance of 
a native girl who was a 
nursing aide,” Ken recalled. 
“Maryanne had been 
promised by her employer 
that she would be sent 
to Adelaide to obtain 
her Masters of Nursing, 
however, due to a change 
in the hierarchy of the 
organisation, she would 
now obtain nursing training 
in Port Moresby, but not 
higher training in Adelaide. 
She appealed to me for 
help. Immediately, I thought 
of a Rotary Foundation 
Ambassadorial Scholarship 
and a letter to the Governor 
of District 960 brought the 
desired results.”

Ken’s 55 years of Rotary 
service were both full and 
fulfilling.

His standout service in 
support of many Rotary 
Foundation projects saw him 
invited to serve on the Board 
of The Rotary Foundation 
Trustees from 1997-2000, 
before serving as a Director 
of Rotary International in 
2000-2002 – a rare honour.

His service statistics were 

outstanding – 30 volunteer 
missions in 13 countries; 
along with responsibility 
for 154 matching grant 
projects in 15 countries. 
He worked in all aspects of 
Rotary’s Polio Eradication 
program, represented RI 
at WHO meetings and at 
immunisation days in a 
number of countries, and 
promoted and supervised 
3-H and World Community 
Service projects. He served 
on dozens of club and district 
committees and enjoyed 
service as a member of the 
national boards of Interplast 
and the Australian Rotary 
Health Research Fund (as it 
was known then).

Ken received almost 
30 prestigious awards 
from Rotary International 
(including being named 
at the 1991 Convention in 
Mexico City as 'The Most 
Exemplary Rotarian in 
the World'), The Rotary 
Foundation, various local 
government and community 
bodies, the WA Government, 
and the ultimate recognition 
as a Member in the General 
Division of the Order of 
Australia (AM) from her 
Majesty Queen Elizabeth II.

Passionate about the 
wellbeing of women and 
children, Ken joined the 
Maternal and Health Rotary 
Action Group in 2016, > 

CLOCKWISE FROM 
TOP LEFT: Past RI 
Director Ken Collins 
– named 'The Most 
Exemplary Rotarian 
in the World' at the 
1991 Convention 
in Mexico City – at 
work during a Polio 
Immunisation Day 
in India; Ken and Di 
Collins; Ken (second 
from right) with RI 
President Frank and 
Gloria Rita Devlyn 
(2000-01) and RI 
President Rick and 
Cherie King (2001-02) 
in Evanston in 2000.
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BULLETINAid in Ukraine 
and beyond

IN my first column for the new Rotary 
year 2022-23, it is useful to look 
back on the success of the previous 
year and give a huge thank you to 
Rotarians for their growing support of 
Rotary’s Partner in Disaster Relief. 

In 2021-22, ShelterBox Australia 
experienced a 30 per cent increase 
in donations, and this has made a 
significant contribution to our aid 
deployments, especially in Ukraine, 

but also in Africa and the Middle East.
As an update on how we are deploying aid:

•	 In the Ukraine, as at early August, ShelterBox 
continues deployment in partnership with Relief Aid. 
Damage to homes varies and our aid is assisting in 
two ways:
o Working with our partners People in Need we are 

supplying thousands of mattresses, blankets and 
hygiene kits to afford some comfort and dignity 
for people occupying other people’s homes or 
collective centres like schools, churches and 
subways.

o Working with our partners Relief Aid we are 
distributing tools, tarpaulins, buckets, and solar 
lamps to enable people to make repairs on their 
homes and protect their possessions from being 
damaged beyond repair by the weather, or simply 
survive in damaged buildings with some comfort 
from the elements. 

•	 We are also continuing to support refugees in 
neighbouring countries with high priority items they 
can carry with them, like hygiene items.

•	 Aid continues to be provided in Burkina Faso, where 
we aim to support 1000 newly displaced families, 
helping them with materials to construct Sahelian 
tents as emergency shelter, along with household 
items and hygiene items. 

•	 Across East Africa, more than one million people 
are displaced, and many of them are on the move 
as they desperately search for food. As part of 
our ongoing support in this region, ShelterBox is 
providing emergency shelter aid to 13,000 displaced 
people affected by the drought in Ethiopia.

•	 More recently, monsoon rains and resultant flooding 
has displaced millions of people in Bangladesh. A 
quarter of the country was reported to be under 
water in July. ShelterBox will be drawing on its 
previous experience with similar disasters in 
Bangladesh, in 2017 and 2019, to provide aid. 

We continue to run events and campaigns aimed 
at raising our profile and details of the latest activities 
can be found at www.shelterboxaustralia.org.au if you 
would like to get involved.

Thank you all once again for supporting this great 
Rotary partnership. RDU

ShelterBox
Paul Roger
Chair 
ShelterBox 
Australia

< where he learned that every year 353,000 
mothers and over a million babies die during 
or as a result of childbirth.

“I knew I could do something about it so, 
at the age of 80, I embarked on leading three 
Vocational Training Teams of obstetricians 
and midwives to India,” Ken recalled. “In 
the first year, due to education and training 
provided by the team in the area in which we 
worked, the maternal and child mortality rate 
decreased by 20 per cent. 

“Results keep us motivated to go the extra 
miles in service.”

Asked recently about particularly fond 
memories from years of service, Ken said he 
had many beautiful memories of working 
with children and families in some of the 
world’s most underprivileged areas. However, 
an early morning phone call from then 
Rotary International President-elect Glen 
Kinross to ask if he would be daunted by the 
challenge of serving with Rotary International 
past presidents on the Board of The Rotary 
Foundation was personally very special. It 
was most unusual for anyone but RI past 
presidents (and past directors) to serve as a 
TRF Trustee and at that stage Ken was still a 
humble past district governor.

This is but a small snapshot of a rich and 
rewarding lifetime of Rotary that left the 
world a better place. Ken was a true citizen of 
the world who touched the lives of millions 
through his medical and humanitarian work 
locally and globally.

He was the beloved husband of Di Collins, 
devoted father of Ken, Ross (dec.), Ashley, 
Lance (dec.), Simone and Amber, and a proud 
and loving grandfather of 16 (1 dec.) and 
great grandfather of three.

The outpouring of praise and love following 
Ken’s passing is testament to his life of service 
to the world. He leaves a legacy of what one 
man can achieve through Rotary’s motto of 
Service Above Self and a caring heart. RDU
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Hybrid meetings in a box
LOCKDOWNS and zoom 
meetings became a tedious 
reality in Victoria for much of 
2020 and 2021. But now, as 
we move to living in a ‘COVID-
normal’ world, the lessons 
learned regarding the value 
of embracing technology to 
improve connectivity and 
engagement have taken on 
new importance. 

Clubs in District 9810 who 
use Zoom proactively and 
enthusiastically have found 
they can connect with their 
ageing members who are 
too frail to travel; members 
who live at a distance; 
and members who still 
feel cautious about mixing 
with others in a group. 
Importantly, they can also 
source speakers from all over 
Australia or even worldwide. 

However, without a doubt, 
Rotarians are keen to have 
the personal interaction that 
in-person meetings provide. 
By embracing a hybrid 
model, many clubs in D9810 
are gaining the best of both 
possibilities. 

To facilitate an effective 
hybrid meeting model, 
D9810 offered clubs the 
opportunity to apply for a 
grant for a ‘Hybrid Meeting in 
a Box’ set up. A lesser grant 
of $400 enabled clubs that 
were already running hybrid 
meetings to upgrade or add 
to their existing equipment. 
The larger grant, of $800, 
was for a starter pack of 
equipment consisting of:
• a tripod-mountable 

webcam plus a tripod with 
swivel head

• a USB microphone 
suitable for use at a 
speaker’s lectern

• a Bluetooth speaker
• a wireless presenter with 

laser pointer

Any questions about the Hybrid Meeting in a Box program in D9810 
can be directed to Trish Carr at trishcarr@rotary9810.org.auINFO-SQUARE

• a USB hub and assorted 
leads as required

• a box to put it all in.
This equipment was 

purchased by the D9810 Tech 
Comm Team, and packed in 
a box for distribution. 

Several conditions needed 
to be met for a successful 
application. One was that 
the basic equipment of a 
data projector, screen and 
laptop would be supplied by 
the club. Access to a reliable 
internet connection and a 
paid Zoom account were 
also required. If the venue 
did not have satisfactory 
internet connectivity, the box 
included a router to connect 
to the phone system, with 
the data plan to support this 
being an ongoing cost to the 
club. A further requirement 
was that the club commit to 
sending several members 
to training sessions to learn 
how to set up the equipment 
and how to trouble shoot.

A natural consequence of 
moving to the hybrid model 

has been the need to put 
protocols in place to ensure 
it is a pleasurable experience 
for all concerned. Inviting 
the guest speaker to speak 
early in the meeting allows 
them to leave the meeting 
once they have finished, if 
they are Zooming in. Training 
the members to use the 
microphone when asking a 
question or giving a report 
will be one of the challenges, 
but will be achieved in time.

This is an ambitious 
project, as there are many 
potential problems that can 
arise with technology, and if 
the Zoom experience is not 
optimal, Rotarians may be 
easily discouraged. However, 
an incredible opportunity 
exists to position Rotary for 
the future! 

Presenting Rotary as an 
organisation that is flexible 
and effective in its use of the 
virtual sphere will appeal to 
younger people – and that  
is where the future of  
Rotary lies. RDU

BELOW: Neill 
Sheldon and 
Barrie Vickers, of 
the Rotary Club 
of Bayswater, 
familiarise 
themselves 
with equipment 
provided by the 
District 9810 
Hybrid Meeting 
in a Box initiative. 
The in-person 
training and 
distribution day 
followed on 
from two on-line 
training sessions.

OPPOSITE PAGE: 
Past RI Director 
Ken Collins treats 
a young child 
with tuberculosis 
in Papua New 
Guinea during a 
self-funded visit 
to volunteer his 
medical services 
on the West Irian 
border in 1985.
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“Flooding 
destroyed 

farming land, 
leaving little 

more than 
mud behind. 
The pastures 
are nutrient 

deficient, 
and frequent 

rain is 
hampering 

chances 
to grow 

sustainable 
pastures for 

the animals.”

FOOTAGE of the catastrophic 
floods that devastated New 
South Wales’ Northern Rivers 
region in late February 
shocked communities 
throughout Australia.

While many watched 
on and wondered what 
they could practically do 
to help people who had 
lost everything – homes, 
livelihoods, infrastructure 
and livestock – the Rotary 
Clubs of Grafton Midday, 
NSW, and Melton, Vic, sprang 
into action.

The clubs partnered with 
Aussie Hay Runners and 
Feed for Friends to deliver 31 
truckloads of hay and pallets 
of hard feed from rural 
Victoria to more than 200 
local producers and hobby 
farmers in the Clarence 
Valley on July 8.

While the immediate 
flooding danger has 
subsided, the region is still 
facing substantial challenges. 
Flooding destroyed farming 
land, leaving little more than 
mud behind. The pastures 
are nutrient deficient, and 
frequent rain is hampering 
chances to grow sustainable 

pastures for the animals.
The hay bales and 

feed, generously donated 
by Victorian farmers, 
were delivered to the 
flood impacted zones of 
Glenreagh, Southgate, 
Ulmarra, Brushgrove and 
Palmers Island.

Truck companies also 
donated heavy vehicles from 
their fleets, along with drivers 
to join the convoy north.

The truck drivers’ fuel 
was reimbursed via a grant 
organised by the Rotary Club 
of Melton. Club member 
Dickson Heaney took part in 
the convoy.

“The club got involved and 
facilitated the hay run by 
acting as the coordinator 
with the NSW Government 
Rural Assistance Authority, 
who supported this venture 

by providing fuel subsidies,” 
Dickson said.

It was a true combined 
Rotary effort on the ground, 
with then District Governor 
Jeff Egan providing $6,000 
from the District 9640 
flood appeal to feed and 
accommodate the convoy 
participants, including dinner 
at Grafton’s Clocktower Hotel 
for the team. Local Grafton 
Rotarians were on hand to 
lend support. A Wagga club 
also provided breakfast for 
the convoy as they passed 
through Tarcutta.

Sally Power, of local 
volunteer organisation Feed 
for Friends, set up three 
depots across the Clarence 
Valley over the weekend, 
and said feedback from 
appreciative farmers was 
“pretty overwhelming”. RDU

Hope 
on 
wheels 
with 
hay 
convoy
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THEN District 9820 Governor 
Bill Degnan and his wife Judy 
were treated to a special 
evening on Phillip Island on 
May 27. 

The Rotary Club of Phillip 
Island and San Remo, Vic, 
put on a ‘ritzy’ evening, 
transforming the Phillip 
Island Senior Citizens Hall in 
Cowes into an opulent Ritz 
ballroom; something the 
island hasn’t seen for quite a 
few years. One hundred and 
thirty lucky people gathered 
for a grand night of good 
music, fine food and  
winning wines.

BELOW: 
Enjoying the 
Rotary Flood 
Appeal Wine 
Tasting and 
Dinner, with 
Midday Rotary 
member Jake 
Kroehnert as 
auctioneer and 
club president 
Robert 
Blanchard as 
spotter.

Puttin’ on 
the Ritz 
on Phillip 
Island

Club president Judy 
Lawrence said the sole aim 
of the event was to raise 
$15,000 for the Rotary 
National Flood Appeal. 

“This is where Rotary 
shines, as Rotary clubs are 
perfectly placed to assist 
in these types of disasters. 
Our clubs are positioned 
throughout Australia on a 
grassroots level and present 
a community-led approach. 

“Any support through 
Rotary will be delivered 
immediately to people who 
are impacted by floods,” Judy 
continued. “This is through 
local Rotary clubs in the areas 
affected by the floods, not 
from an ivory tower located 
in a city building hundreds of 
kilometres away.”

Live music was provided by 
the band Island Jazz, together 

with 
Rockhouse, 
which proved 
to be just the right 
combination to encourage 
guests to grab their partner 
(or not) and dance the night 
away. Live and silent auctions 
added to the excitement.

The Rotary Club of Phillip 
Island and San Remo 
would like to acknowledge 
the supporters’ generous 
donations and congratulate 
everybody for a hugely 
successful night. What did 
they raise in the end? A 
sensational $22,000, which 
will all go to flood victims. RDU

Wining 
and dining 
for flood 
victims
THE Rotary Club of Grafton 
Midday, NSW, raised more 
than $4,000 at its dinner and 
wine tasting flood fundraiser 
on May 7.

“We had 70 diners come 
along to the Crown Hotel. 
They enjoyed a three-course 
dinner matched to new and 
exciting wines from a variety 
of Australian wineries,” then 
Vice-president Lee Taylor 
said.

“All diners supported the 
appeal with $25 per head; 
most participated in a $500 
club, and we had fun with 
the auction of selected 

wines to raise the grand 
total of $4,246,” Lee said. 
“Those funds have since 
been relayed to Rotary 
District 9640 Flood Appeal 
for distribution to people 
affected by the 2022 floods 
in the Clarence Valley.

“We are so grateful to all 
who attended, especially 
the majority who were not 
Grafton Midday members, 
but who were keen to do 
something good for our 
community while enjoying a 
good night out. Our club was 
also able to explain a little of 
what Rotary stands for and 
who we are.

“Importantly, we must 
thank the Crown Hotel 
management, including 
Charlie Nadler who was our 
MC on the night, and staff for 
supporting the Rotary Club 

of Grafton Midday and the 
flood appeal. Chef Damian 
Duggan and his kitchen 
team prepared a sumptuous 
meal, while Sylvia Duggan 
and her team arranged and 
decorated the venue for the 
night. They were wonderful 
hosts.”

Then club President Robert 
Blanchard paid tribute to 
incoming President Lee 
Taylor and club member 
Mark Blackadder for their 
roles in creating the concept 
for the event and ensuring  
its success. RDU

ABOVE: 
Then District 
Governor Bill 
Degnan and 
wife Judy (left) 
with Rhonda 
Buitenhuis and 
then President-
elect Peter 
Buitenhuis at 
the Ritz flood 
fundraiser 
hosted by the 
Rotary Club of 
Phillip Island 
and San Remo 
in May.
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Future
Leaders

Empowering our

Rotary has always believed in developing the next 
generation of leaders. Our first four Rotary clubs began 
their service with youth work, and the welfare of young 
people has remained a central focus of all Rotary clubs 

throughout the years. Our programs help younger 
leaders build leadership skills, expand education and 

learn the value of service. Be it through dedicated 
Rotary programs like Youth Exchange and Rotary Youth 

Leadership Awards (RYLA), or by supporting existing 
youth organisations and agencies, empowering our 

youth remains at the very heart of Rotary.
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“If you’re over 45 and you don’t have 
an under 30-year-old mentor – not 
mentee, but mentor – you’re going to 
miss fundamental shifts in thinking 
that are happening. I think the smart 
organisations are harvesting young 
people’s skills and technologies.”
– Jan Owen, The Foundation for Young 
Australian, 2020

I came across this quote recently and 
it resonated deeply with me. Having 
spent most of my working life in universities, I’ve been 
surrounded by young people. I’ve experienced first-hand 
their energy, enthusiasm and abilities. 

Since leaving university life, I’ve had to be more 
intentional about connecting with young people and 
I’m grateful for the opportunities Rotary provides me to 
do just that. I meet regularly with the chairs of Rotaract 
Australia and Oceania, I’m excited to accept invitations 
to speak with young Rotarians and Rotaractors, and I 
welcome the opportunities to get involved in Rotary’s 
many and diverse youth programs. These occasions 
help me stay in touch with the issues, aspirations and 
perspectives of our young people. 

Our youth programs are a flagship of Rotary, and they 
do much good. Young people all over the world have had 
their lives positively changed through programs like Youth 
Exchange, RYLA and RYPEN – and all the other youth 
programs supported by Rotary. 

I’ve always thought of these programs in terms of the 
value they hold for young people. More recently, I’ve 
come to appreciate the value they bring to Rotary and 
Rotarians. These programs enable us to connect with 
young people, to benefit from their experience and 
expertise, and bring new ideas and perspectives  
into Rotary. 

If we want to create a strong future for Rotary – if 
we want to solve some of the world’s most pressing 
problems – we absolutely need to leverage the talents 
and experiences of people across all generations 
including, and especially, our young people. 

Emerging from this pandemic, we need to build back 
better – we must address the barriers that prevent more 
young people from joining Rotary in our region so that 
we can create a Rotary for all ages – a Rotary that enables 
people from every generation to connect and support 
each other, to take action and deliver positive and 
meaningful change. Our future, quite literally, depends  
on it. RDU

The wisdom 
of youth

jupiter:
a safe 
space  
to talk
THE Rotary E-Club Serving 
Humanity, NSW, (D9705) has over 
half a dozen important international 
projects and just one local project, 
which serves youth in Port 
Stephens, NSW. In December 2021, 
Youth Mental Health – jupiter (RABS) 
was recognised as a RAWCS project. 
The Rotary Club of Medowie-
Williamtown, NSW, (D9670) is the 
local partner for the project

The jupiter project provides an 
early intervention mental health 
counselling service to youth aged 
12-21 years in the Port Stephens 
LGA, typically treating anxiety and 
depression. Its goal is to enable 
young people to strengthen mental 
health outcomes and improve 
wellbeing. The jupiter service is 
currently provided free at three 
locations by qualified staff paid 
for by registered charity Caring for 
Our Port Stephens Youth (COPSY) 
Inc. Since the start of the service 
in March 2019, more than 200 
youth have been helped over 1,000 
individual sessions. > 

By Jessie 
Harman
Rotary 
International 
Director 2021-23
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< jupiter focuses on youth 
because mental health 
issues are likely to be first 
experienced in these younger 
years. Early intervention 
provides skills for coping 
better now, and averting 
problems in later life. 

The service is vital: there 
are over 10,000 young people 
in the Port Stephens LGA; a 
geographically disadvantaged 
rural and remote region. The 
free headspace services in 
Newcastle and Maitland are 
nearly three hours away by 
bus. COVID-19 resulted in 
demand for mental health 
services increasing by 69 per 
cent in the period June to 
September 2020 compared 
to the same period the 
previous year. 

The long-term goal of 
jupiter is for Port Stephens 
youth to feel supported and 
empowered through self-
awareness and awareness of 
their potential. RDU

Jupiter held an enormously successful fundraiser on 
February 15, with more than 140 people attending, 
raising pledges worth over $100,000 and educating local 
benefactors about what the group is doing.

The event was hosted for free by the Shoal 
Bay Country Club at its Greek restaurant, 
Atmos, and compered by ‘Captain Beryl’ 
(pictured with COPSY’s newest committee 
member and jupiter Youth Ambassador 
Astro Alissi). Contributing to the success 
of the afternoon were guest speakers John 
Eales, Nick Newling (a popular advocate 
on youth mental health) and Stephen Hunt 
(philanthropist and winner of the 2021 NSW 
Business Leader Award). 

It now costs around $200,000 a year to 
provide free youth mental health counselling 
and wellbeing services across the three sites 
and through telehealth. While jupiter is grateful 
for the grants they have received, public 
donations and events will be key to the future 
of the service.

“jupiter 
focuses on 
youth because 
mental health 
issues are 
likely to be first 
experienced in 
these younger 
years. Early 
intervention 
provides skills 
for coping 
better now, 
and averting 
problems in 
later life.” 

Caring for Our Port Stephens Youth (COPSY 
Inc.) is seeking expressions of interest for an 
updated study of the mental health needs of 
youth in Port Stephens. This is a Rotary project 
(RABS 12-2021-22), which has been going three 
years. They are looking not only for input on 
the terms of reference for such a study but also 
for organisations that would be interested in 
conducting the study.

Emails and questions should be addressed  
to secretarycopsy@gmail.com

INFO-SQUARE
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“At a suitable 
height, the 

net is opened 
and the 

bears jump 
out into the 

sky – their 
parachutes 
opening as 
all 300-400 

of them 
jockey for 

position to 
land closest 

to the aiming 
marker.”

By PDG Ted Richey
Rotary Club of Devonport, Tas

THE Rotary Club of 
Devonport, Tas, has been 
launching brightly coloured 
teddy bears from a helicopter 
for the past 19 years, as part 
of its Teddy Bear Fly In and 
Kite Festival. 

The event draws large 
crowds of mainly children 
to see the helicopter land 
almost in front of them. A 
large net loaded with teddy 
bears is taken aloft and, at 
a suitable height, the net 
is opened and the bears 
jump out into the sky – their 
parachutes opening as all 

300-400 of them jockey for 
position to land closest to the 
aiming marker.

There are two classes 
of bears: corporate bears, 
which are sponsored by local 
businesses, and children’s 
bears. The corporate bears 
have paid a $100 fee to jump, 
and the owner of the winning 
bear has a tax deductible 
$4,000 donated in their 
name to Australian Rotary 
Health for research into 
gastroparesis. The children’s 
bears are $25, and the 
winning owner receives an 
enormous bear with a sash 
and another exciting prize.

The Rotary Club of 

Devonport also runs a very 
busy barbecue on the day 
and brings onboard stalls 
selling kites, face painters, 
coffee vans, small food vans, 
among others. 

Gastroparesis Launceston 
sells the bears in Launceston 
and sends down a contingent 
each year to promote 
awareness of this horrible 
disease, and to work beside 
the club.

Darryl Taylor of Tasmanian 
Helicopters has supplied a 
jet ranger helicopter free 
of charge for the past 20 
years, for which the club is 
extremely grateful.

The event has become the 
club’s major fundraiser, with 
approximately $80,000 going 
to Australian Rotary Health 
over the years and another 
$100,000, with the help of 
Gastroparesis Launceston, 
for research fellowships 
into finding a cure for 
gastroparesis. Money raised 
at the event is also used to 
support the local community 
and international Rotary 
projects.

The day has grown over 
the years, with this year’s 
event the biggest ever. The 
future looks bright, and with 
a new cohort of younger 
Rotarians coming along and 
the general interest of the 
local community there is no 
reason the event cannot run 
for the next 20 years.

The 20th annual Teddy 
Bear Fly In and Kite Festival 

will take place in mid-
February 2023. The teddy 
bears are already lining up 
to get their shirts and their 
parachutes fitted, and wait 
with great anticipation to 
meet their new owners and 
jump out into the sky over 
Devonport. RDU

Teddies take 
to the sky
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THE District 9650 E-Club 
can work anywhere it has a 
member. In the past year, 
youth director Lyn Duncan, 
who lives in the Northern 
Rivers of NSW, was well 
aware of the impact the 
floods have had on her local 
area – more than once in a 
short space of time.

Lyn was working at Rous 
Public School, and as a 
dedicated Rotarian and 
teacher had, prior to the 
floods, decided to form a 
group of students from Years 
2 to 6 to become actively 
involved in their community. 
The Department of Education 
supports a Positive Behaviour 
for Learning policy to nurture 
student development as they 
move through school. Lyn 
spoke to the e-club about the 
work she was doing, and the 
idea of forming a Rotakids 
program was born.

RotaKids enables students, 
while having fun, to work 
in a team; respect other 
people’s opinions; exercise 
commitment; and contribute 
something to their local and 
international community. 
These students could 
become our future Rotarians.

Located in Goonellabah, 
just out of Lismore, Rous 
Public School has a student 
population of 103 and an 
energetic and supportive 
staff. Fifty-seven students 
were inducted into the club 
in March 2022, and more 
students have since joined.

Students were encouraged 
to brainstorm ideas for 
projects and implement 
them as staff watched on, 
pleasantly surprised at 
students’ enthusiasm. They 
have fundraised for their 
projects, and engaged with 
the community with a smile.

Just a few of their 
achievements over the past 
15 months include:
• Planting 15 trees for 

National Tree Planting Day 
in their school grounds.

• Planting specific gum trees 
for the Koala Feeding 
Program in the Ballina 
Shire.

• Enjoying delicious yellow 
iced patty cakes for a gold 
coin donation and selling 
daffodils for Daffodil Day.

• Sewing and putting 
together 36 personal 
toiletry bags for Uniting 
Church, Lismore, for 

distribution to homeless 
people.

• Collecting canned and 
packaged foods for Ballina 
Salvation Army Christmas 
hampers for struggling 
local families.

• Participating in ‘Crazy 
Sock Day’ to purchase 
replacement school-related 
items lost in the floods. 
This raised $100 and was 
matched by a donation 
from the e-club of $100.

• Mud Army volunteers, 
Wardell, helping 
neighbours clean up after 
the big flood in February.

With a list like this, Rotary 
clubs could enhance the 
work they do by forming a 
Rotakids club in their local 
primary school.

The District 9650 E-Club 
is proud to be associated 
with Rous Public School, 
and continues to support 
their efforts. Lyn Duncan’s 
work in establishing this 
club has been recognised 
by presenting her with Paul 
Harris Fellow recognition.

Congratulations Rous 
Rotakids for Doing Good in 
the World and making it a 
better place! RDU

Starting them young

“RotaKids 
enables 
students, 
while having 
fun, to work 
in a team; 
respect other 
people’s 
opinions; 
exercise 
commitment; 
and 
contribute 
something to 
their local and 
international 
community. 
These 
students 
could become 
our future 
Rotarians.”

LEFT: The 
inaugural 
members of 
Rous Rotakids 
accounted for 
half the school!



EMPOWERING OUR FUTURE LEADERS

IS
SU

E 
65

3 
SE

PT
. 2

02
2

| 22 |

LATE in 2021, the Rotary Club of Auckland Harbourside, 
NZ, donated 52 $100 supermarket food vouchers for 
the families of the children of Southern Cross Campus 
School and Mangere Central School, Auckland. These 
were funded by some club members, a club donation, a 
District Grant, and $200 from Countdown Mangere East 
supermarket in support of their local community.

The Rotary Club of Auckland Harbourside also donated 
20 boxes of children’s books, which were given to the 
students to help with their education, along with two 
boxes of Christmas gifts.

Overall, the donations were very well received, making 
this a satisfying project for the club.

In April this year, the club once again donated 63 $50 
supermarket food vouchers to the schools. A generous 
club member donated $3,000, with Countdown Mangere 
donating the remainder.

The donation was greatly appreciated by the schools’ 
deputy principals, who said many children were still 
experiencing food scarcity due to their parents losing 
work during the pandemic.

With the help of KidsCan and others, the schools made 
up food packs that included the donated Countdown 
vouchers and distributed them to the neediest children 
and families in the school community.

The Rotary Club of Auckland Harbourside recognised 
the urgent need of such assistance, in an effort to bring 
back some normalcy to disadvantaged children and 
encourage their return to school. RDU

Helping 
students 
get back  
on track

Epping 
students 
support East 
Timorese 
youth
IN 2017, the Rotary Club of Epping 
and the Year 7 cohort from Epping 
Boys High School (EBHS) partnered 
in a project to help the Province of 
Oecusse in Timor Leste.

While the pandemic prevented 
the group achieving some goals, like 
interschool hosting, the project has 
been an outstanding success. Many 
old EBHS computers, rugby, soccer 
and tennis balls, countless clothes, 
hats, stationery, and thousands 
of dollars have been raised by 
fundraising projects and donations, 
and sent to the young people  
of Oecusse.

Judy Charnaud has been the 
inspiration for the project, and pre-
COVID lived around six months of 
the year in Oecusse.

Judy recently returned, taking 50 
boxes of stationery and sporting 
equipment donated and packed by 
the students of EBHS, who are now 
in Year 12.

The school is in the process of 
organising another fundraising 
activity to support Oecusse youth. RDU
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A new life for 
Melenaite
ROMAC (Rotary Oceania 
Medical Aid for Children), 
a special program of the 
Zone 8 Rotary clubs and 
districts that brings children 
from the Oceania region to 
Australia and New Zealand 
for life saving surgery, has 
been extremely restricted 
by COVID-19. Now, with the 
lifting of travel restrictions, 
ROMAC is up and running 
again, significantly changing 
the lives of children across 
the Pacific and generating 
enormous goodwill across 
the region.

ROMAC’s latest baby, little 
Melenaite, was born in Tonga 
by emergency caesarean 
section on June 17 to 
Michelleanne, 22. Melenaite 
had a large, very vascular 
sacrococcygeal teratoma on 
her bottom, which extended 
from the hip joint to the 
lower lumbar posteriorly, and 
from buttock to buttock.

The Canberra Centennial 
Women and Children’s 
Hospital accepted the 
care of Melenaite through 
the Memorandum of 
Understanding between 
ROMAC and Canberra  
Health Services.

The paediatric surgeons 
are all very supportive of 
ROMAC children, willingly 
offering their expertise, 
as each new operation 
is a wonderful learning 
experience for all the medical 
and nursing team in the 
hospital.

The ROMAC family arrived 
in Canberra on July 8. The 

NET (Neonatal Emergency 
Transport) ambulance was 
waiting to transfer mother 
and baby to the NICU 
(Neonatal Intensive Care 
Unit) at Canberra Hospital, 
as the growth was too large 
to fit Melenaite in a safe 
baby capsule for car transfer 
from the airport. The Tongan 
Government provided an 
experienced nurse to support 
the family, and continue 
the medications and tube 
feeding during the journey.

Following further 
investigations, Melenaite 
was operated on on July 
13, beginning with medical 
imaging to block the main 
blood vessels to the tumour, 
then a seven-hour operation.

Melenaite weighed 
4.7kg prior to surgery and, 
following the operation, 
only 2.2kg. A massive 2.5kg 
tumour growth was removed 
from her bottom.

Michelleanne says she is in 
a dream and is so happy to 
know that her baby will now 
live a healthy life.

Melenaite will remain in the 
NICU with Total Parenteral 
Nutrition, pain relief and 
fluids. These will be gradually 
reduced as bottle and breast 
feeds are established. She 
will then be transferred 
to the High Dependency 
Ward, where Michelleanne 
will take over care of her 
baby. Michelleanne is 
staying in Ronald McDonald 
House at the hospital, while 
Rotarians Jeff Ibbotson 
and Gerda Lambeck care 
for her. The Rotary Club of 
Murrumbidgee Canberra, 
ACT, is the sponsor club. RDU

“Melenaite 
weighed 4.7kg 
prior to surgery 
and, following 
the operation, 
only 2.2kg. A 
massive 2.5kg 
tumour growth 
was removed 
from her 
bottom.”

ABOVE: Baby 
Melenaite, 
pictured 
with mum 
Michelleanne 
and District 
9705 ROMAC 
Chair Sandra 
Goldstraw, 
following 
surgery to 
remove a 2.5kg 
tumour from 
her bottom.

OPPOSITE: 
Judy Charnaud, 
centre, with 
Epping Boys 
High School 
Year Advisor 
Tony Nelson, 
Deputy 
Principal 
Narelle Kathryn 
and Bruce 
Jacob, of the 
Rotary Club of 
Epping with 
Year 12 EBHS 
representatives.
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STEM superstars 
take up Rotary 
challenge

By Narrabri Courier

THE Crossing Theatre was 
buzzing with ideas and 
innovation as primary and 
high school students from 
across the district gathered 
to take part in the Rotary 
Club of Narrabri North West 
Science and Engineering 
Challenge (SEC) in June.

The annual initiative 
encourages students to 
exercise their science, 
technology, engineering and 
math skills by taking part in 
a series of fun and practical 
experiments.

SEC is a nationwide 
STEM outreach program 
presented by the University 
of Newcastle in partnership 
with communities, Rotary 
clubs, universities and 
sponsors.

Narrabri Rotarians also 
cooked up their famous 
barbecue lunch for the 
students, to ensure they 
didn’t have to think and 
create on an empty stomach.

Rotarian and key organiser 
Bruce Pyke said it was 
fantastic to see so many 
schools involved in the 2022 
event, from Gunnedah to 

Coonabarabran, Moree to 
Wee Waa. 

“I’m passionate about 
encouraging students, 
because I’m a scientist,” 
Bruce said.

“One of our Rotarians 
kicked off the program in 
the early 2000s, and now it 
would be the biggest STEM 
event for whole school 
groups in the North West of 
New South Wales.”

Bruce praised the 
volunteers, including 
Narrabri High School Year 11 
and 12 students, who helped 
on the two Discovery Days, 

ABOVE: Narrabri 
High School 

students 
Madison Went, 

Jordan Kay, Eliza 
Dampney, Jesse 
Weekes, Anna-

Rose Smith, 
Alex Mison, 

Jasmine Bennett, 
Matthew Evans 

and Lillie-Mae 
Groth at the 

Rotary Club of 
Narrabri North 

West Science 
and Engineering 
Challenge, held 
at The Crossing 
Theatre on June 

23, 2022. (Photo: 
Narrabri High 

School)
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THE Rotary Club of Somerton Park, SA, was delighted to be 
associated with the Brighton Secondary School in presenting the 4th 
annual Symphony by the Sea Concert on Saturday, June 18. 

The event showcased the musical talents of the school’s 
symphony orchestra, sinfonia and Stimson Wind Quintet. Students 
played a selection of well-loved classical music pieces, and there 
were also performances from the individual winners of the Rotary 
Club of Somerton Park solo competition.

The musical excellence of the young performers was on full 
display. The club approached the school in 2018 wishing to support 
a local youth project, and was directed to the music department. 
The principal music teacher, Andrew Barrett, asked the club if they 
would support a music competition for his students, and the club 
was pleased to participate by providing the 1st, 2nd and 3rd cash 
prizes for the winning three students from years 8, 9 and 10. 

It was also decided that the students would perform a concert 
in the school concert hall, primarily so parents could experience 
their musical skills. The club took on the promotion of the concert – 
which included poster displays at shopping centres, visiting the local 
Rotary, Probus and Senior Citizen clubs, and contacting the local 
radio stations. The result was 320 tickets sold, and an  
enthusiastic audience.

The cash prizes were presented to the individual winners during 
the concert by club president Max Dalrymple, and as a special 
highlight he also awarded a Paul Harris recognition to Andrew 
Barrett, the principal music teacher, for his exemplary teaching 
commitment to the development of his students over many years.

The club also ran a raffle at the concert with 10 quality prizes 
donated by the local community and businesses, with $2,000 in 
proceeds going to ROMAC. The afternoon was a wonderful display 
of Rotary in action, and the club is looking forward to participating 
in next year’s concert. RDU

“A lot of the 
kids come from 
properties 
so are very 
practical, which 
is great. They 
think things 
through, and all 
these activities 
require different 
strengths – they 
need to work as  
a team.”

Symphony by 
the sea

and all the sponsors for 
making such a great event 
possible in the bush.

Bruce said experimenting, 
learning to fail, and finding 
solutions through teamwork 
were all critical to students 
achieving success in the 
STEM space.

“A lot of the kids come 
from properties so are very 
practical, which is great. They 
think things through, and 
all these activities require 
different strengths – they 
need to work as a team.”

The students’ activities 
included a range of 
challenges, from designing 
and operating a bionic hand 
to the building of a light and 
strong model bridge.

One of the highlights of 
this year’s event was seeing 
two small schools – Burren 
Junction Public School and St 
John’s from Baradine – join 
forces to win the Discovery 
Day challenge on June 15.

The Discovery Day winners 
were students from St 
Lawrence’s Catholic Primary 
School in Coonabarabran, 
and the Science and 
Engineering Challenge 
winners were students from 
Coonabarabran High  
School. RDU
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Roll 
up, 
roll 
up!

IT was razzle dazzle and 
popcorn as around 3,000 kids 
and their families rolled up to 
the Rotary Club of Liverpool 
West’s annual Stardust Circus 
at Carysfield Park, Bass Hill, 
NSW.

Now in its 20th year, the 
event’s eight shows provide 
an opportunity for unwell 
children, children living 
with a disability, and low-
income families to go to 
the circus for free, thanks 
to the generous support of 

local businesses. 
“This is an important 

initiative for our club that we 
all look forward to making 
happen,” club Treasurer 
Gary Halliday said. “COVID 
put it on hold for two years, 
and the rain cast doubt on it 
going ahead. But, like magic, 
it was on.

“It was fabulous to see so 
many young children who 
would normally not have 
the opportunity to enjoy the 
lights and action of the circus 

extravaganza attending.”
The event wouldn’t 

be possible without the 
generosity of businesses 
across the Liverpool and 
surrounding regions. With 
their help, Rotary can provide 
tickets completely free of 
charge, and extend the 
invitation to support workers, 
carers, and family members 
as well.

“With COVID and then the 
torrential rain, it was great to 
see all the families out and 

“It was 
fabulous 
to see so 

many young 
children 

who would 
normally 

not have the 
opportunity 
to enjoy the 

lights and 
action of 

the circus 
extravaganza 

attending.”
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about, relaxing and taking 
their mind off these stressful 
times,” Gary said.

“The kids loved it,” said 
Vicki Losic, a carer of special 
needs children, who brought 
four youngsters to the circus. 
“They were thrilled by the 
young trapeze artists, but I 
think their favourite might 
have been the clowns, 
goats and trick ponies. It 
was fantastic to have the 
opportunity to bring  
them along.” RDU

OVER the past 12 months, Rotaract Australia and Rotaract 
Oceania have strengthened and developed a partnership to 
focus on sharing resources and seeking out collaboration 
opportunities for Rotaractors across Zone 8.

This approach was the brainchild of 2021-23 Rotaract Australia 
Chair Laura Telford and Immediate Past Rotaract Oceania Chair 
Becky Giblin, who saw a need to ensure the sustainability of 
Rotaract into the future. 

“From a personal perspective as a Multi District Information 
Organisation chair there are very few people who understand 
the challenges you face supporting Rotaractors across a vast 
region like Australia, and with New Zealand and the Pacific so 
close it seemed natural to look to our friends across the ditch for 
collaboration and support – for us and them,” Laura said.

This joint effort has been instrumental in raising a Rotaract 
voice across the region; from combined advocacy as part of 
Regionalisation conversations to evolving the #elevaterotaract 
movement in the Zone as well as in the training space.

Traditionally, District Rotaract Representatives in Australia 
and Timor Leste take part in a weekend of training before they 
commence their term and are encouraged to take part in district 
President Elect Training Seminars and other local opportunities 
to develop their skills.

However, after fires, floods and ongoing challenges from 
COVID-19, the decision was made that more needs to be done 
to ensure all 2022-23 Rotaract leaders across the zone felt 
empowered and confident taking on their roles for the  
year ahead. 

Therefore, training has been a key pillar of this collaboration 
in supporting Rotaractors, and for the first time ever Rotaractors 
from Australia, New Zealand and the Pacific came together to 
learn together ahead of the 2022-23 Rotaract year. 

This joint approach to training started with District Rotaract 
Representatives and country representatives across the zone 
commencing a 12-month leadership and development training 
course in May, before online training for all Rotaractors taking 
place in June.

“This 12-month leadership program for our district leaders has 
been designed so that each month we explore a new topic that 
will directly support the critical work they do across the region,” 
Laura said.

“We are incredibly fortunate to have partnered with a 
professional leadership and change management coach for 
the year to help guide our Rotaract leaders across the region 
through the challenges they will inevitably face, and we hope this 
pilot program is only the beginning of further Rotaract support.

“There has never been a more exciting time to be a Rotaractor 
in Zone 8, with the joint Rotary and Rotaract conference in 
Canberra in October and the RI Convention in Melbourne next 
May and I encourage all Rotarians to engage with their local 
Rotaractors to make 2022-23 the best year yet!” RDU

Zone 8 MDIOs 
collaborate to support 
Rotaract into the future
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To assist Salisbury City Rotaract Club in reaching its fundraising goal,  
visit www.steptember.org.au/fundraisers/salisburycityrotaractINFO-SQUARE

MEMBERS of Salisbury City Rotaract Club, SA, are once again stepping up to support 
people living with cerebral palsy by committing to complete 10,000 steps a day for 30 
days throughout September.

Cerebral palsy is the most common childhood physical disability, with one Australian 
child diagnosed every 20 hours. The condition is caused by damage to the developing 
brain either during pregnancy or shortly after birth. It directly affects a person’s 
movement and posture for life.

STEPtember is a fun and inclusive virtual event that challenges participants to step 
up – whenever, wherever, and however they like – from September 1-30. Funds raised 
from the challenge will support a wide range of initiatives helping people living with 
cerebral palsy to live their best lives.

This September will be the fourth year Salisbury City Rotaract Club has participated 
in the event.

“It’s a project that is close to my heart as I live with the diagnosis of cerebral palsy 
and want to bring awareness and kindness towards the condition,” said club President 
Emily Harman.

Last year the club clocked up 1,559,221 steps and raised more than $12,000 
throughout STEPtember. This year they have set a massive target of $16,000.

“It’s going to be a challenge, but we’re up for it, knowing that every dollar we raise 
will provide vital therapy, ground-breaking research and innovation, life-changing 
technology and equipment, and programs and services for children and adults living 
with cerebral palsy,” Emily said. RDU

“STEPtember 
is a fun and 

inclusive 
virtual 

event that 
challenges 

participants 
to step up – 

whenever, 
wherever, 

and however 
they like 

– from 
September 

1-30.”

Rotaract 
steps up for 
cerebral palsy
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Students 
Promoting 
Positive 
Peace
SCOTCH College Adelaide is 
committed to preparing the 
youth of today to positively 
interact globally as our future 
leaders of tomorrow. Through 
engaging in activities with 
the Rotary Club of Adelaide, 
students develop as proactive 
citizens promoting Positive 
Peace. 

Scotch is one of several 
schools across the city that 
has a Rotary Club of Adelaide 
Peace Pole. The pole has an 
inscription that reads, ‘May 
Peace Prevail on Earth’ in four 
languages – English, French, 
Kaurna and Chinese. This 
ideal is reflected on each 
year as the school holds an 
annual ceremony on the 
International Day of Peace, 
September 21. 

The College also recognises 
the need for students to 
learn the art of negotiation 
and respectful dialogue. Such 
an opportunity is provided 
for Year 5 students when 
they play the World Peace 
Game, a hands-on political 
simulation that is part of the 
College’s Signature Learning 
Experiences. 

The desire for global 
peace is at the forefront of 
our minds as a result of the 
current crisis in Ukraine. 
Staff at Scotch College took 
a proactive step through 
age-appropriate, teacher-

led discussions providing 
an opportunity to combat 
misinformation, instil 
compassion for the world’s 
citizens, and allow students 
to safely raise and process 
emotions about the conflict. 

Middle and Senior School 
students voluntarily attended 
a Flinders University 
presentation on the Ukraine 
Crisis by International 
Relations lecturers. The 
Middle School leaders 
initiated a ‘United for Ukraine’ 
fundraiser, with students and 
staff placing their donations 
within a chalk-drawn map of 
Ukraine. Funds raised were 
donated to support teams on 
the ground who are assisting 
those affected – both within 
Ukraine and refugees arriving 

in neighbouring countries.
Members of the Rotary Club 

of Adelaide’s Peacebuilder 
group visited Scotch College 
to listen to a presentation by 
Andriy Pizhevskyy, Deputy, 
City of Vinnytsia, Ukraine. 

Andriy pleaded with the 
senior school audience to fill 
their own hearts with love 
and social responsibility, 
and conquer any feelings 
of hatred. Andriy spoke of 
promoting Positive Peace. He 
implored students to help 
reinstall hope in the Ukrainian 
youth by reaching out to 
them over social media. 

The College youth join with 
millions of people around 
the world to raise their voices 
against the war in Ukraine. 
May Peace Prevail on Earth! RDU

ABOVE: Scotch 
College Middle 
and Senior 
School students 
initiated a ‘United 
for Ukraine’ 
fundraiser, with 
students and 
staff placing their 
donations within 
a chalk-drawn 
map of Ukraine. 
The notes were 
held in place by 
'Love', 'Peace' 
and 'Hope' stones 
hand-painted in 
the colours of the 
Ukrainian flag.

BELOW: Scotch 
College students 
admire the Peace 
Pole on their 
school grounds, 
sponsored by the 
Rotary Club of 
Adelaide.
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THE 2022 National Model 
United Nations Assembly 
(MUNA) was conducted by 
the Rotary Club of Canberra 
Sunrise, ACT, at the Museum 
of Australian Democracy at 
Old Parliament House on 
August 19-21. 

A full program was 
organised to deliver an 
experience the student 
delegates will never forget. 
Participants were provided 
the opportunity to learn, 
make friends, and have fun. 
Everyone in the House of 
Representatives Chamber 
abided by the heritage rules 
of the Museum of Australian 
Democracy at Old Parliament 
House – where laws were 
debated, and history made. 

 The objective of MUNA is 
to provide secondary school 
students with a hands-on 
experience of UN-style 
debating and to increase the 
students’ sense of international 
understanding and goodwill. .

Dressed in the national 
costume of the country they 
were representing, student 
delegates debated typical 
UN resolutions from the 
perspectives of Australia, 
China, Cuba, Egypt, Germany, 
India, Iran, Japan, Kenya, 
Saudi Arabia, Singapore, 
South Africa, Sweden, 
Ukraine, UK and USA. Some 
45 enthusiastic students 

For more information, visit the MUNA Facebook  
page – search for ‘D9705 National MUNA’INFO-SQUARE

2022 National 
Model United 
Nations Assembly

participated.
Student participation 

and collaboration are 
the key focus, together 
with raising the profile of 
Rotary International as a 
community organisation 
and a real engagement with 
youth and world peace. 
Rotary President Margaret 
Atkin, and former MUNA 
Coordinator Dr Garth Britton 
made prize presentations to: 
• Oxley College, NSW, 

representing India – 
Sponsor D9705

• Balwyn High School, Vic, 
representing Australia –
Sponsor D9800

• Trinity Lutheran College, 
Qld, representing Ukraine 
– Sponsor D9640.

• Totenhofer Peace Trophy: 
St Peter’s Anglican College, 
Broulee NSW representing 
Sweden – Sponsor D9705

Keynote speakers included 
Australian Human Rights 
Commissioner Lorraine 
Finlay, who has specialised 
in human rights and public 
law and was Senior Human 
Trafficking Specialist with the 
Australian Mission to ASEAN; 
former senior Australian 
public servant and diplomat 
Ric Smith AO PSM, who 
served as the Australian 
Ambassador to China, and to 
Indonesia during the time of 
the 2002 Bali Bombings; and 
Dr Kim Huynh, who arrived 
in Australia as a Vietnamese 
refugee in 1979, and lectures 
in political science and 
international relations at the 
Australian National University.

The Rotary Club of 
Canberra Sunrise members 
acknowledge the assistance 
of the Rotaract Club of 
Canberra, the Rotary Clubs 
of Canberra Sundowners, 
Woden Daybreak and 
Canberra Burley Griffin, and 
the Museum of Australian 
Democracy OPH. RDU

RIGHT: Some 
45 enthusiastic 

student delegates 
participated in 

the 2022 National 
Model United 

Nations Assembly 
on August 19-20.
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THE launch of the Rotary Satellite Club of Kingaroy Sunrise, Qld, on Saturday, July 30, 
was a double celebration, introducing not only the newly formed club, but also its first 
project – The Suitcase Parade, which involves purchasing new suitcases for children in 
foster care in the region.

“There are over 320 foster children in the region,” said club member Melissa Venn-
Tierney. “Often children will be moved from placement to placement with their 
belongings in rubbish bags.”

Suitcases purchased through the project will have the new owners name attached 
to them in permanent vinyl, ensuring the children know the suitcases are theirs and 
giving them the dignity they deserve when they are moved between placements.

“The Suitcase Parade is a simple yet powerful project,” inaugural club chair Mark Pitt 
said. “It’s about ensuring children in a vulnerable position are treated with dignity and 
respect. There’s an immediacy to the project, but it is also one that makes a difference 
in the world, paying homage to the Rotary mantra of ‘Service Above Self’.”

The new club meets twice a month on the first and third Thursday, online and 

Bayspeak 
excels in its 
second year

The Suitcase Parade

To know more about the satellite club or to register interest 
in joining, visit www.facebook.com/RotarySunriseKingaroyINFO-SQUARE

at varied coffee shops until 
the KCCI Small Business Hub 
launches, which will become the 
club’s permanent home. RDU

“More than 
40 speakers 
took part in 
this year’s 
event, with 
16 finalists 
from seven 
schools 
entertaining, 
informing, 
and 
sometimes 
challenging 
their 
audiences 
with five-
minute 
speeches on 
a wide range 
of topics.”

TEACHERS and students 
alike have responded 
enthusiastically to Bayspeak 
2022, a Rotary public 
speaking competition 
for Melbourne Bayside 
high schools, now in its 
second year. Teachers 
from 13 schools praised 
the organisation of the 
competition and the very 
high standard of the 
speakers. 

Bayspeak is based on 
Wynspeak, a successful 
model developed by the 
Rotary Club of Hoppers 
Crossing, Vic. Its aim is to 
encourage and enhance 
the public speaking skills 
of secondary students at 
all levels. Experience in 
public speaking develops 
many skills of lifelong value: 

research and preparation, 
personal confidence, 
eloquence, and the ability to 
engage an audience.

This year’s competition 
was organised by Arthur 
Hubbard, of the Rotary 
Club of Brighton, Vic, 
with assistance from 
fellow District 9800 clubs. 
The Bayside branch of 
Toastmasters International 
provided skilled adjudicators, 
and sponsorship was 
generously provided by 
McDonald, Slater and  
Lay Lawyers. 

More than 40 speakers 
took part in this year’s 
event, with 16 finalists from 
seven schools entertaining, 
informing, and sometimes 
challenging their audiences 
with five-minute speeches on 
a wide range of topics.

The junior section (Years 
7-9) was won by Harrison 
McCauley from St Bede’s 

College, who explained how 
crypto currencies can be 
used for good purposes. 
Alicia Park from St Leonard’s 
College was the runner-up.

The senior section winner 
(Years 10-12) was Josephine 
Mann from Caulfield 
Grammar, who explained 
Jean-Paul Sartre’s concept of 
freedom and its relevance in 
the world today. Runner-up 
was Loren Petitpierre, also 
from Caulfield Grammar.

The winners each received 
a $400 cash prize and the 
runners-up received $100. 
The winning schools were 
awarded a trophy, which they 
will hold until the end of the 
next competition in 2023.

Then District 9800 
Governor Dale Hoy, 
presented prizes to the 
winners and certificates to all 
the contestants following the 
finals, which were held at St 
Leonard’s College in June. RDU
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2021 was an exceptional year for the Rotary Club 
of Tauranga Sunrise’s Treasured Art Exhibition and 
Auction. Eleven years running, having raised hundreds 
of thousands of dollars to support young people in 
Tauranga and the Western Bay of Plenty, NZ, the club’s 
flagship event has grown and matured over the years.

The brainchild of Sally Morrison, Treasured Art was 
originally designed to rehome high-quality preloved 
artwork, while making a profit for local charities. Since 
then, the catalogue has grown to contain many pieces  
of new work and a wider collection of different styles  
and types of art. Now there is a large database of  
regular contributors. 

After trying out several venues, last year the club 
entered into an agreement with the Tauranga Art Gallery. 
This sophisticated venue set the scene for quality artists; 
and sponsors were keen to have their name aligned  
with the Gallery.

The Graeme Dingle Foundation is the main youth 
recipient. Their range of programs supporting and 
growing strong young people aligns well with  
Rotary aspirations. 

“We appreciate the long-standing relationship that 
our Foundation has with the Rotary Club of Tauranga 
Sunrise,” said manager Dan Allen Gordon. “Rotary 
chooses to support our Kiwi Can program, which is an 
energy-packed primary school program aimed at children 
aged 5 to 12 years. It teaches values such as integrity, 
respect and resilience, setting young people up for  
future success.” 

Treasured art has run annually since 2012, raising 
$250,000 and supporting almost 1000 children through 
the Graeme Dingle Foundation’s Kiwi Can program.

The club can’t wait to start planning Treasured Art 2023. RDU

Art exhibition 
benefits  
local youth

Champions 
for children
On April 26, The Entrance Rotary Club, NSW, 
celebrated 50 years of community service 
by holding an anniversary dinner. The guest 
speaker for the evening was Glenn Marie 
Wright, CEO of Yarran Early Intervention 
Services.

Yarran is a not-for-profit community based 
early childhood intervention service for children 
with developmental disabilities. They provide 
key workers, speech therapy, occupational 
therapy and physiotherapy for young children 
up to the age of eight. 

These services build on opportunities for 
learning and development that are provided 
at home, preschool childcare, playgroups, 
community activities and the first two years  
at school.

The overall aim is to provide parents and 
families with the knowledge, skills and support 
to meet the changing needs of their child and to 
optimise the child’s development and ability to 
be part of family and community life.

In short, they are champions for children.
The Entrance Rotary Club has supported 

Yarran since its founding some 43 years ago.
“Together, we have enjoyed 43 or more 

sausage sizzles, children’s Christmas parties, 
community raffles, guest speakers, donations, 
and changeover dinners,” Glenn Marie said 
during her speech.

However, she believes the relationship 
between the two organisations is based on 
more than this, citing six key elements that  
have enabled them to retain their strong bond 
for so long.
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1A genuine liking for 
each other
Yarran and The Entrance 
Rotary Club have always 

had a great time when we come 
together, whether to provide our 
children with a special Christmas 
event, or as a guest speaker, or 
at a changeover dinner over the 
years. We recognise the skills 
and dedication we both have and 
like what we see.

2Respecting and valuing 
each other
We both value the different 
roles we play in our local 

community. Our roles are different, 
yet we still value and honour the 
outcomes we both achieve. We can 
see the change we help to create in 
our communities in our own way. 
The support the club gives to other 
groups often finds its way back to 
help Yarran’s children and their 
families.

3Trust and integrity
When you support other 
community groups, trust 
and integrity is vital. You 

need to know that the partnerships 
you form are trustworthy and are 
of the highest integrity. Your names 
are linked. Your reputations are 
linked. Yarran always trusts that The 
Entrance Rotary Club has our backs 
and will provide support whenever 
needed.

5A shared philosophy of 
values and beliefs
We share positive 
attitudes about our 

families, our community, and 
our individual roles.

The Entrance Rotary Club, like 
Yarran, focuses on a strength-
based approach – believing 
that all people are doing the 
very best they can and offer 
support without charity. Both 
organisations support our 
members and staff when they 
need support with their own 
families, and have empathy, 
compassion, and a genuine 
desire to help others.

6We welcome 
diversity, and 
celebrate individual 
differences

This is an important 
connection that we share. 
This connection informs our 
practice. It defines who we are. 
It is reflected in the decisions 
we make and the actions we 
take. We understand and value 
the benefit of the individual 
perspectives and experiences 
of our members. We treat 
people with kindness, courtesy, 
and respect.

4A strong sense of 
commitment to the 
relationship
The Entrance Rotary 

Club is committed to the 
work Yarran does. A 43-year 
relationship demonstrates the 
club’s commitment to Yarran, 
especially when there are so 
many other groups they could 
be supporting.

OPPOSITE 
PAGE: 
Yarran Early 
Intervention 
Services 
CEO Glenn 
Marie Wright 
was guest 
speaker at 
The Entrance 
Rotary Club's 
recent 50th 
anniversary 
celebration.
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Soul Sister in 
the West

Rotary District 9465

Encompassing some of Western Australia’s most iconic vistas and 
stunning tourist destinations, District 9465 may account for less 
than a quarter of Rotary’s turf in the west, but what they lack in 

geographical size they make up for in heart, soul and service.

By Anne Matthews
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T he soul sister of our Rotary service in the west, District 9465 covers the southern 
section of Western Australia. Reaching from the south of the Swan River to Albany 
along the west coast, out to Esperance on the south coast and Kalgoorlie in the 
east, the district has 48 clubs with 12 assistant/area governors.

Many of Western Australia’s most popular tourist destinations are located in the 
district, which has a rich and varied natural environment. From ancient Aboriginal 
sites to unique rock formations, such as the 15m high, 110m long granite wall 
known as Wave Rock, to pastures of lush grazing land and extensive vineyards 

producing world class wines, it also has beautifully clear ocean waters and pristine beaches.
The towns of Margaret River, Dunsborough and Augusta are among the top destinations 

to experience the award-winning wineries, restaurants, national parks, ancient caves and tall 
timber forests with their karri and giant red tingle trees. These trees, which can’t be found 
anywhere else in the world, can live for 400 years. There is a Valley of the Giants Tree Top 
Walk in Tingledale that gives you an elevated view of the mighty tingle trees.

The Goldfields-Esperance area located in the south-eastern corner is three times the size of 
the state of Victoria. The coastal town of Esperance has a range of stunning natural attractions 
including national parks, wetlands and beautiful beaches. The inland Kalgoorlie-Boulder 
mining zone offers national parks and reserves, eucalyptus forests, wide sweeping plains,  
dry lake beds, low lying scrub land and spinifex fields. RDU
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however, as the 
saying goes ‘you 
can’t keep a good man 
down’ and in retirement 
he developed a shade sale 
business and then a caravan 
and tow vehicle weighing 
business called Vanweigh. 

Due to the example of 
his wonderful community-
minded parents, Ric’s 
volunteering began when he 
was a child and remained 
with him throughout his life. 
In 1969, as a young married 
man, he joined Apex and 
over the next 18 years held 
numerous club positions, 
including district governor in 
1980-81.

In 1987, Ric joined the 
Rotary Club of Scarborough 
and in 1987 became a 
member of the Rotary 
Club of Darling Range in 
Kalamunda, WA. Here, he 
held most board positions 
including three terms as 
president. In 2012, he 
joined the Rotary Club of 
Southern Districts and again 
held most board positions 
including president. Ric 
has been recognised with 
three Sapphire Paul Harris 
Fellowships for his dedication 
and service. 

As well as his Rotary 
commitments, Ric has been 
a committee member and 

CEO of a regional marketing 
group in Wheatbelt Western 
Australia.

Ric and Ailsa enjoy 
travelling to unique 
destinations and over the 
years have journeyed to 
Antarctica, China, Vietnam, 
the US, UK, Papua New 
Guinea, Kenya and Tanzania. 
They also enjoy outback 
travel with a camper trailer 
and have driven some of 
Australia’s iconic 4WD routes, 
including Canning Stock 
Route, the Simpson Desert, 
the Great Central Highway 
and Gibb River Road. They 
have completed several laps 
around Australia, including 
most of Western Australia, 
as well as the Northern 
Territory, Queensland – 
which included a trip to Cape 
York – New South Wales, 
South Australia, Victoria  
and Tasmania. 

Both Ric and Ailsa are 
passionate photographers 
and Ric has served on the 
Board of the West Australian 
Photographic Federation 
including two years as 
president. He is currently 
the president of Walkabout 
Photo Club. RDU

and Ailsa
District Governor
 Ric McDonald

RIC succeeded Patricia 
Schraven as district governor 
in July and will be the last 
DG for the district due to the 
amalgamation with District 
9455 in 2023. 

Born in Perth in 1946, 
Ric was educated at 
Perth Modern School and 
Cunderdin Agricultural 
College. In 1968, he married 
his beautiful wife Ailsa, and 
they have two sons and two 
granddaughters. 

Ric’s working life included 
farming wheat and sheep 
in Wagin and sheep and 
cattle in Chittering. In Perth 
he worked in sheet metal 
fabrication and real estate 
sales of rural and semi-
rural properties. In 2003, he 
said he technically retired; 

OPPOSITE: 
District 9465 
Governor Ric 
McDonald and 
wife Ailsa are 
both passionate 
photographers. 
This beautiful 
image of a young 
Tern was taken 
by Ric during 
a photography 
excursion to 
South West 
Pemberton in 
2020.
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Channel 7 
Rockingham 
Beach Cup

HOSTED by the Rotary 
Club of Palm Beach, WA, 
the Channel 7 Rockingham 
Beach Cup is Australia’s most 
unique racing experience.

Established in 2016, the 
now iconic Cup combines 
two of WA’s most beloved 
pastimes – a day at the races 
and a day at the beach – to 
showcase Rockingham’s 
natural coastal beauty and 
WA’s thoroughbred racing 
industry.

The idea for the Cup was 
born in the fertile minds 
of two Palm Beach club 
members, Laurie Smith and 
Michael McCafferty, and 
has become Rockingham’s 
‘iconic event of the year’, 
with crowds of up to 20,000 
descending on the foreshore. 
Watercraft of all shapes 
and sizes – from kayaks and 
jet skis to tinnies, motor 
launches, and massive 
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private yachts — line up 
in the clear blue water 
offshore, their human 
cargoes watching the races in 
comfort, often diving into the 
water to cool off.

Race day tickets are 
available for a licensed 
beachside area – the Palm 
Beach Oasis, which boasts 
a range of food, beverage 
and entertainment options. 
The beach racing spectacle 
can also be viewed from the 
free Community Carnival 
in Churchill Park, which 
features a range of family 
friendly entertainment 
throughout the weekend, 
including live music and the 
popular Fashions on the 
Foreshore competition on 
the main stage, food and 
artisan markets, and a family 
friendly Outdoor Cinema on 
the Saturday night.

The Cup supports 

the showcase of retired 
racehorses. As a social race 
meet for the enjoyment of 
the community, no betting  
is available, and no whips  
are used. 

Rockingham Beach Cup 
committee chairwoman 
Donna McDonald says the 
Rotary Club of Palm Beach 
and the city of Rockingham 
owe a huge vote of thanks 
to the racing industry. 
Without the horses, jockeys, 
strappers, trainers, owners, 
and Racing and Wagering 
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WA, there would be no  
Beach Cup. 

“We are so grateful to 
the horse industry for their 
voluntary time and passion 
for safety,” Donna says.

All proceeds from the 
Cup support projects of 
the Rotary Club of Palm 

Beach and its beneficiaries 
– Australian Alzheimer’s 
Research Foundation and 
Variety WA.

The 2022 Channel 7 
Rockingham Beach Cup will 
run from 12-13 November, 
with racing on the Sunday 
from 12:40 – 4pm. RDU

PICTURED: Hosted 
by the Rotary Club 
of Palm Beach, 
WA, the Channel 7 
Rockingham Beach 
Cup & Carnival is 
Australia's most 
unique racing 
experience. 
(Photos: Kindly 
supplied by 
Kingsley Klau)
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THE Busselton Heritage Trail is a project of the Rotary Club of 
Busselton Geographe Bay. Developed and operated by club 
members, the trail has been recently upgraded to include a 
self-guided tour. By using your phone or mobile device you 
can log on to the trail’s website and access historical photos 
and heritage audio recordings at various sites along the trail.

The Heritage Trail walk begins at Railway House near 
the Busselton Jetty. Today, the Jetty is a popular tourist 
destination, and you can take a trip on the jetty train to the 
observatory. After the jetty, continue your discovery of the 
history of Busselton by walking along Queen Street to the 
Butter Factory Museum. The oldest of only seven known in 
the state, the Butter Factory is a good example of post  
WWI industrial architecture.

To access the tour, patrons purchase a 14-day subscription 
for $10. This then provides access to over 45 minutes of 
images and recordings that bring the city’s history to life.  
All proceeds from the subscription sales are used for  
community projects. RDU

“By using your 
phone or 

mobile device 
you can log 

on to the 
trail’s website 

and access 
historical 

photos and 
heritage 

audio 
recordings at 
various sites 

along the 
trail.”

Busselton 
Heritage Trail
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“Through 
this annual 
event, the 
club has 
raised more 
than $2.4 
million and 
helped over 
250 local 
charities.”

Perth Children’s 
Hospital Goldfields 
Family Assistance 
Trust Fund

The Perth Children’s Hospital 
Goldfields Family Assistance Trust 
Fund is a project of the Rotary Club 
of Boulder. Over the years, the club 
has raised more than $1 million 
and helped over 800 families. 
The Trust provides assistance 
for transport, medical expenses 
and accommodation related to 
hospital admission. This assistance 
is given to the families and carers 
of children from the Eastern 
Goldfields who have to undergo 
medical treatment away from the 
family home. 

The program has also assisted 
families by providing quality of life 
equipment and home services for 
children with long term illnesses 
and disabilities. The Trust Manager 
and Trust Administrator are 
appointed by members of the 
Rotary Club of Boulder. 

Online Radio 
Auction and 
Community 
Carnival
THE Online Radio Auction and Community 
Carnival has been organised by the Rotary 
Club of Boulder for the past 37 years. Items 
for auction are donated by members of the 
local community and by sponsors.

Through this annual event, the club has 
raised more than $2.4 million and helped 
over 250 local charities, including one of their 
other projects, the Perth Children’s Hospital 
Goldfields Family Assistance Trust Fund.

Preparations are well underway for the 
2022 auction, with the Auction Launch Party 
to be held on Friday, October 21, at the 
Kalgoorlie Overland Motel. The Community 
Carnival will be held on Sunday, October 30, 
and the Radio Auction will run online from 
October 21-30. The Launch Party includes 
a high roller and silent auctions of selected 
items from donors.

Sponsorship is a vital part of the Online 
Radio Auction fundraising effort. Local 
businesses can purchase a sponsorship 
package by contributing $5,000+ for a Gold 
Package, $2,000+ for a Silver Package and 
$1,000+ for a Nickel Package. Charities 
and community groups can also apply for 
donations from the proceeds of the auction 
to assist with a local project. RDU

ABOVE: Aidan 
Luke, Mark Bartle, 
Sebastian Clarke, 
Jim Fleming, 
Stuart Fleming 
and Terry Winner, 
of the Rotary 
Club of Boulder, 
prepare for last 
year's Online 
Radio Auction 
and Community 
Carnival. (Photo: 
Carwyn Monck/
Westpix)
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BULLDUSTNBACK is 
organised by the Rotary Club 
of Mill Point. The four-day 
motoring adventure was set 
up in honour of Jon Lawrance 
– long-time Rotarian and 
respected businessman 
– who passed away from 
cancer in 2018. Jon was an 
advocate of charities focusing 
on kids cancer and youth 
mental health.

The trial takes drivers 
in ‘wacky and wonderful 
old cars’ through WA’s 
outback: Exploring the 
outback in crazy old vehicles, 
participants compete in 
games, enjoy sundowners, 
nature tours, parties, 
attractions and much, much, 
more! Teams of volunteers 

BulldustNBack
work tirelessly to plan four 
days jam-packed with fun – 
there is never a dull moment 
during the BulldustNBack! 

Most importantly, 
BulldustNBack is a 
FUNdraiser, and proceeds 
go directly to local charities 
supporting young West 
Australians. The 2021 BNB 
raised more than $90,000 

for good causes and over 
$50,000 went to the local 
communities that were 
visited en route.

Since its inception in 2019, 
BulldustNBack has raised 
upwards of $160,000 – critical 
funds for children’s cancer 
and mental health charities. 
The 2022 BNB will be held 
from October 13-16. RDU



DISTRICT 9465

ISSU
E 653 SEPT. 2022

| 43 |



DISTRICT 9465

IS
SU

E 
65

3 
SE

PT
. 2

02
2

| 44 |

“Since its 
introduction, 

more than 
81,000 

students 
have 

participated 
in the 

Santos 
Science 

Experience.”

THE Santos Science Experience is an Australia wide program 
for Year 9 and 10 students interested in science. The program 
takes place in over 35 universities and tertiary institutions, 
utilising different laboratories and lecture theatres. 

Participants perform experiments in the laboratories, meet 
and hear senior lecturers in the lecture theatres, attend site 
visits and just walk around and experience what it is like to be 
on the campus of a university or tertiary institution. Since its 
introduction, more than 81,000 students have participated in 
the Santos Science Experience.

The Rotary Club of Esperance Bay is one of the clubs that 
sponsors participation in the three- to four-day program at 
Western Australian universities. This year, the program will be 
held at Murdoch University from December 13-15 and Edith 
Cowan University, Joondalup, from January 10-13, 2023. RDU

Santos 
Science 
Experience
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Corrina 
Rawlinson
CORRINA Rawlinson made 
history in February this year 
when she was inducted 
into the Rotary Club of 
Esperance, becoming its 
first female member as the 
club celebrated its 60th 
anniversary.

An Esperance resident for 
many years, Corrina wanted 
to join Rotary to help her 
community, particularly in 
the area of youth mental 
health. She wished to join 

the club her father, Scott 
Mackie, had been a member 
of for many years. When 
Scott told her the club didn’t 
have female members, she 
found this very antiquated. 
The other Rotary club in 
Esperance, the Rotary Club 
of Esperance Bay, had a 
number of female members 
and asked her to join them. 

However, Corrina was 
adamant that if she was 
going to become a Rotarian, 

she was going to become a 
Rotarian with her dad.

So, her membership 
application was put to a vote 
of the club’s 33 members. 
There was a majority vote 
in favour and Corrina was 
accepted as the club’s first 
female member. 

Congratulations to Corrina, 
who has already introduced 
members to such innovations 
as 'selfies' and the world of 
social media. RDU

Corrina Rawlinson will feature on a Membership Voice webinar 
on September 27, 2022 at 7pm AWST/ 9pm AEST/ 11pm NZST. 
She will be talking about how dynamic social media storytelling 
can easily spread the amazing work of your club.

BELOW: Joining 
the Rotary Club 
of Esperance 
in February 
this year as the 
club's very first 
female member, 
Corrina 
Rawlinson 
has already 
introduced 
members to 
such innovations 
as 'selfies' and 
the world of 
social media!
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Applecross 
Jacaranda 
Festival

THE Applecross Jacaranda Festival is a big annual event 
organised by the Rotary Club of Applecross. This year marks 
the 22nd anniversary of the festival, which will be held 
on Saturday, November 19. The club will once again take 
over a section of Ardross Street, in the heart of Applecross 
Village, and deliver a fantastic, family friendly day of fun and 
entertainment. The entire village takes on a new aspect, with 
local businesses joining in the festivities.

The Jacaranda Festival is a celebration of all things 
community and this year there will be 150+ stalls offering 
something for everyone. There is always plenty of food 
choices – last year Brendan Pang, owner of Bumplings and  
of MasterChef fame, had a stall. There will be a full day  
of on-stage entertainment featuring a quirky lineup  
of performers.

Over 100 volunteers from other Rotary clubs and 
community organisations help out on the day. Entry is free, 
however, donations are welcomed and card facilities are 
available. All profits are invested into dozens of local groups 
and initiatives over the following year.

From its humble beginnings in 2000, the JacFest has come 
a long way, with thousands of attendees ensuring that special 
atmosphere of fun and excitement. Over the years the club 
has received grants and generous support from sponsors. 
Last year MLA Kim Giddens presented a $15,000 Lottery 
West grant and thanked Applecross Rotary for its ongoing 
commitment to the festival and community. RDU



DISTRICT 9465

ISSU
E 653 SEPT. 2022

| 47 |



DISTRICT 9465

IS
SU

E 
65

3 
SE

PT
. 2

02
2

| 48 |

SAIL into Life is a program 
sponsored by members 
of the Rotary Club of 
Busselton Geographe Bay 
and supported by community 
volunteers. It provides an 
affordable opportunity for 
senior citizens and people 
with disabilities to enjoy the 
thrill of sailing. They don’t 
discriminate and offer the 
opportunity to anyone who 
wants to have a safe sailing 
experience.

The club has three sailing 
dinghies that launch from the 
Geographe Marina and head 
out into the surrounding safe 
waters. The boats sit low 
and even, and with a light 
wind are able to zip over the 
water at an exhilarating but 

safe speed. The cost for a 
20-minute sail is $5, which 
is used to pay for the fuel 
and maintain the boats and 
associated equipment.

The three Rotary clubs in 
Bunbury have been running 
a Sail into Life program for 
over 10 years. They also 

have a fleet of dinghies and 
a hoist operated by trained 
workers, who help those with 
disabilities into the boats. 
The Bunbury program is 
supported by Enable WA, 
a registered NDIS provider 
that has been supporting WA 
families since 1991. RDU

Sail 
into 
Life 

PICTURED: The 
Rotary Club 

of Busselton 
Geographe Bay's 

Sail Into Life 
program gives 
senior citizens 

and people with 
disabilities the 
opportunity to 

enjoy sailing 
on the pristine 

waters of the 
Geographe 

Marina.
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Youth and 
Community Camp

THE Youth and Community 
Camp is owned and 
administered by the Rotary 
Club of Albany Port. Located 
15km from Albany town 
centre, the camp is set 
on 40 acres in a tranquil 
bush setting, where the 
wildflowers are prolific when 
in bloom. 

Opportunities for water 
and land activities are 
plentiful. Princess Royal 
Harbour is metres away and 
the camp is surrounded by 
bushland. It provides an ideal 
base for sightseeing, with 
many attractions including 
The Gap, Natural Bridge, 
Blow Holes, Discovery Bay 
and Frenchman Bay nearby. 

The camp has a capacity 
for 76 people and is ideal for 
a wide variety of youth and 
community groups, including 
schools, universities, and 
not-for-profit organisations. 
There is a fully equipped 
kitchen with cooking utensils, 
crockery and cutlery, 
refrigerators, deep freeze, 
gas hot water, a large dining/
activities hall, and a large 
covered barbecue area.

In addition to the building 
accommodation there is 
room for tents and a few 
limited caravan sites. Self-
directed activity options 
include bush walking and 
water-based adventures on 
the harbour. RDU

BELOW: The 
Rotary Club of 
Albany Port's 
Youth and 
Community Camp 
has a capacity for 
76 people and is 
ideal for a wide 
variety of youth 
and community 
groups.
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Dirt ‘n’ 
Dust Run

THE Dirt ‘n’ Dust Run is 
organised by the Rotary 
Club of South Bunbury. The 
five-day car challenge takes 
participants on some of WA’s 
most dirty and dusty roads. 
It is not a race, but prizes are 
awarded for such things as 
how hopeless a car is and 
how much the participants 
embrace the spirit of the 
event.

The cars that register 
cannot be valued at more 
than AU$1,500. Four 

Wheel and All Wheel drive 
vehicles are not permitted. 
The organisers advise that 
there are plenty of cars 
on carguide.com.au and 
gumtree.com.au for $1,500 
or less that have some 
registration remaining. They 
also encourage participants 
to get creative and turn up 
in something that is truly 
memorable! This will make 
the experience much more 
rewarding when you are 200 
kilometres from anywhere 

and trying to fix a split water 
pipe with pliers and string. 
These descriptions are 
reminiscent of Peter Carey’s 
book A Long Way from Home 
about a car trial over roads 
no car will ever quite survive!

Teams consist of two 
people per car and each 
team needs to raise a 
minimum of $2,000 to 
participate in the run. Each 
team member also has to 
pay $600, which covers meals 
and camping expenses. 
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“The cars that
register cannot
be valued at more
than AU$1,500
and participants
are encouraged
to get creative
and turn up
in something
that is truly
memorable! This
will make the
experience much
more rewarding
when you are
200 kilometres
from anywhere
and trying to fix
a split water pipe
with pliers and
string.”

Participants have to bring 
their own tent, sleeping 
bag, mattress or swag. 
The club provides plenty 
of fundraising ideas to 
help each entrant raise the 
necessary funds. Over the 
years, many contestants have 
contributed much more than 
the minimum. 

The 2021 run was a huge 
success. With the help of the 
teams and sponsors more 
than $60,000 was raised, 
with proceeds donated to 
Australian Rotary Health for 
assistance in mental health 
research. The rally also 
aims to create awareness 
of suicide prevention, 
along with many other 
Rotary community projects. 
Altogether, a total of 
$150,000 has been raised 
over the three Dirt ‘n’ Dust 
events, providing much 
needed funding for mental 
health and community 
programs. RDU
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Shine On 
Awards 
FOR the past 10 years, the 
combined Rotary clubs of District 
9465 have held an annual Shine 
On Awards program. The awards 
were established to acknowledge 
the outstanding community service 
given by people with disabilities 
who, by their actions, serve as 
‘shining examples’. The awards 
recognise the abilities of people 
living with disabilities and highlight  
a person’s ability rather than  
their disability.

At this year’s awards, VisAbility 
WA, a disability and support 
organisation, provided four items for 
sale: two Lazy Susan coffee tables; 
a half mannequin, which took hours 
to make; and a painting by Loc Tang 
(pictured), who only has 10 per cent 
vision. The items raised $2,050, 
which will be used by VisAbility to 
purchase additional materials for 
their workshops.

The Shine On Awards were 
established in 1993 by Past 
President Bernie Jaks of District 
9600. The awards are now an annual 
Australia-wide Rotary recognition 
program. RDU

Wheatbelt and Beyond 
Youth Mentoring (WBYM)
IN 2016, the Applecross Rotary Club began supporting 
a youth mentoring program run by True Blue Dreaming 
Incorporated. The program was designed to provide 
individual mentors for country high school students who 
don’t have the same opportunities as city students. The club’s 
financial support was to the programs running in the Bruce 
Rock and Wyalkatchem District High Schools and continued 
successfully through to 2019. However, in 2019, local support 
for the program at the Wyalkatchem District High School 
stopped and True Blue Dreaming changed their focus away 
from the mentoring program.

Fortunately, the program in Bruce Rock was strongly 
established and continued to be supported by the school 
and local community and a new organisation, Wheatbelt and 
Beyond Youth Mentoring was established to continue the 
programs in Wheatbelt District High Schools. 

The Applecross Rotary Club was convinced of the value 
of the mentoring programs, which was validated by an 
independent report in 2018, and so continued its support. 
The mentors are usually university students, often from a 
rural background. The mentoring programs are based on a 
12-month contract between participants. Mentoring of young 
students has been shown to raise school attendance and 
completion, support transition from school to further training 
and employment, help young people feel better connected to 
their school and their peers, and generally raise self-esteem.

Applecross Rotary’s funding covers some of the costs of 
mentors, who travel to the towns, and also the costs for 
mentees to visit Perth institutions. These programs are 
strongly supported by the schools the recipients attend. RDU
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THE Kapas Jawa Village 
Water Project is a combined 
project of the Rotary Clubs 
of Kenwick and Bali Lovina. 
Thanks to the efforts of these 
two clubs the northern Bali 
village of Kapas Jawa now 

Kapas Jawa Village Water Project 

THE Four Way Test Speech Competition is a youth program for Year 
10 students sponsored by Districts 9465 and 9455. 

The competition originated in the US and was introduced to 
Australia by Past District Governor Fred Marsh during his term as DG 
for District 9450 in 1988-89. Since then, other districts across Australia 
have established their own competitions.

The aim of the competition is to provide Year 10 students with an opportunity to 
compete in a public speaking competition to develop confidence and self-esteem; provide 
an opportunity for students to test their skills before an audience; bring the concepts of 
Rotary’s ‘Four Way Test’ to the attention of students; give valuable exposure of the test 
and its application to the community; and to develop relationships between Rotary  
and schools.

The WA District and State Finals of the competition were held in Kwinana, in August and 
September 2021. The speakers were outstanding and spoke with great sincerity on topics 
they felt passionately about. They were all able to incorporate the four questions that 
form part of Rotary’s Four Way Test into their speech.

The winner of the District Final was TJ Ruwodo, who was sponsored by the Rotary Club 
of Mandurah Districts (D9465). The winner of the State Final was Amelia Mason, who was 
sponsored by the Rotary Club of Scarborough (D9455). Prizes for both finals included a 
perpetual trophy, money and a placement at RYPEN. 

The competition will be held again in August and September 2022. RDU

Four Way Test Speech 
Competition 

has fresh water. 
The small village, which 

has a population of 500, is 
located in one of Bali’s driest 
regions. Prior to this project 
the women and girls had to 
carry water to the village. 

Funding for the project was 
provided by the Rotary Club 
of Kenwick, with members of 
the Rotary Club of Bali Lovina 
overseeing the work.

The labour for the project 
was provided by the villagers 
and project management 
provided by the Peduli 
Sesama Philanthropic Work 
Organisation, a Balinese 
charity.

The project was completed 
in 2015, when a special 
ceremony was held with 
representatives of all three 
organisations present. RDU

LEFT: The opening 
ceremony of the 
Kapas Jawa Village 
Water Project in 
2015.

BELOW: 
Sponsored by 
the Rotary Club 
of Mandurah 
Districts, TJ 
Ruwodo took 
out the District 
Final of the Four 
Way Test Speech 
Competition 
and went on to 
the State Final, 
which was won 
by Amelia Mason 
from Carine 
Senior High who 
spoke on gender 
equality.
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ONE of my favourite books, A Short History of Nearly Everything by Bill Bryson, muses on 
the creation of the universe and how a tiny speck of it we call Earth went from being 
a fiery ball with seas of molten rock to the lush green-and-blue home we know today. 
Bryson’s argument is that it is a miracle that we – our planet and our species  
– have survived. 

“We enjoy not only the privilege of existence,” Bryson writes, “but also the singular 
ability to appreciate it and even, in a multitude of ways, to make it better.”

We are fortunate to be able to read his words or any others. And we are fortunate 
to be part of an organisation that is making our world a better place by helping those 
who can’t read them. There are an estimated 773 million illiterate adults – most of 
them women – who can’t read these words or write their own name. They are at a clear 
disadvantage in life, with limited opportunities to work. And this situation isn’t their fault.

Rotary has not forgotten them. In September, let’s celebrate Basic Education and 
Literacy Month by looking at the long-term impact Rotary and The Rotary Foundation 
are making and how we are finding ways to lend a hand in the effort. 

Last year alone, The Rotary Foundation approved 104 global grants totalling $6.3 
million for basic education and literacy projects, according to preliminary figures. This 
is on top of decades of work in our clubs and districts. As an Australian, I’m especially 
proud of the work of Dick Walker, a past district governor from Queensland, who used 
a Foundation matching grant to develop the concentrated language encounter method 
that has been adopted by other educational leaders around the world.

At the community level, our clubs are well known for book drives that have changed 
the lives of so many children. But when we gather many clubs and districts together and 
work on large-scale Rotary Foundation projects, we have the potential to impact entire 
communities for generations.

The opportunities for Rotary to make a difference in literacy are boundless. Once basic 
reading and writing is achieved, it opens a path to other types of literacy, such as 
numerical literacy, digital literacy, and financial literacy. 

Let’s not squander our opportunity to improve our corner of the universe.  
I encourage you to think big about literacy and education and change the world  
– this month and beyond. 

Past RI President Ian Riseley
Foundation trustee chair

TRUSTEE’S MESSAGE

For those who 
cannot read 
these words
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PUBLIC IMAGE

ONE of the assumptions 
I have made is that our 
members and clubs are 
aware of our Rotary 
logo, you know the one 
– the one that has the 
word ‘Rotary’ next to 
the wheel? There are so 
many versions of our 
logo out there, in club 
bulletins, on websites 
and on social media it 
makes me question what more can be 
done in spreading the word about the 
right one. We want to continue building 
a strong Rotary, one that is recognisable, 
trusted and united, and has a greater 
chance of attracting new members, 
volunteers, donors and project partners. 

When a club logo isn’t used properly, 
it can create confusion and mistrust. 
Inconsistent branding sends mixed 
messages of who we are. And when a club 
alters the Rotary logo by perhaps changing 
the fonts, adding additional colours, or 
using half of the Rotary wheel as the sun, it 
weakens our brand (yes, we are a brand!), 
which can reduce our ability to attract future 
members and earn the trust of donors. 

Consistent logo use builds 
organisational trust and awareness, and 
this is one area where we can all help. 
Let us do better and ensure our club and 
districts are using the right logos, using 
the correct colour palette and font, and 
ensuring the Rotary wheel is clearly visible, 
free from other graphics. 

If your club wants to update its logo but 
doesn’t know where to start, I recommend 
reaching out to your district public image 
coordinator to see what resources are 
available from your district. Or if you are 
feeling particularly adventurous, visit the 
Brand Centre on www.rotary.org to get 
started. As always if you’d like to reach out 
to any of us, our contact details are on the 
Rotary Zone 8 website (www.rotaryzone8.org)  
under the ‘Public Image’ tab. If you are  
on social media, you can reach me via  
@SaritaMcLean-Rotarian. We’d love to 
hear from you. RDU

Let’s talk about our 
Rotary logo (again)

By Eva Remijan-Toba

FROM koalas to kangaroos, Australia is home 
to some fascinating wildlife. Melbourne is no 
exception. The urban area’s wild side includes non-
native red foxes (considered pests) and a colony of 
penguins (much loved). While you’re in town for the 
2023 Rotary International Convention, May 27-31, 
take a break between breakout sessions and stroll 
through the parks to get up close with nature.

Head to the Melbourne Gardens, part of the 
Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria and an oasis in the 
heart of the city since 1846. The 94-acre Melbourne 
Gardens is located between the convention’s two 
venues, on the south bank of the Yarra River. Walk 
around tranquil lakes, learn about conservation, 
and explore more than 8,500 plant species, 
including camellias, rainforest flora, cacti and 
succulents, and roses. Don’t forget to look up: 
Melbourne has dozens of bird species, including 
sulfur-crested cockatoos.

At about a foot tall, little penguins (also known 
as blue or fairy penguins) are the smallest of all 
penguins. The closest viewing spot, at St Kilda Pier, 
is currently under construction, but you can catch 
them on parade two hours south at Phillip Island.

A short drive or train ride out of the city will take 
you to Dandenong Ranges National Park, where you 
can venture through the rainforest, hike to Olinda 
Falls, or climb the 1,000 Steps, known officially 
as the Kokoda Track Memorial Walk. The park’s 
volcanic hills are home to the mountain ash, the 
world’s tallest flowering tree. Its wildlife includes 
wallabies, lyrebirds and wombats. RDU

Get 
wild
Get 
wild

Sarita 
McLean
Public Image 
Coordinator,
Zone 8



| 56 |

NOTICE
BOARD

IS
SU

E 
65

3 
SE

PT
. 2

02
2 For your chance to win one of three 

copies of The Promise of Home or 
Travelling with Pets on Australia’s 
East Coast, email giveaways@

rotarydownunder.com.au with the 
book of your choice in the subject line. 

Please include your contact details, 
including delivery address.

Rotary in New Zealand and the Pacific

Mana Tangata
People of Action

Stephen Clarke

M
ana Tangata  People of A

ction
S

tephen C
larke

Mana Tangata: People of Action highlights the  
changing social needs of New Zealand over the past  

century, and shows how Rotary responded impressively  
with imagination and hard work. 

— Jock Phillips, historian

Rotary’s 100 years in New Zealand 
and 85 years in the Pacific are 
characterised by a remarkable 
record of endeavour and service. 
Since the first New Zealand clubs 
were founded in Auckland and 
Wellington, Rotarians have been 
people of action — enriching and 
enhancing communities through 
their commitment to serving others. 

This richly illustrated and lively 
history shares the story of Rotary’s 
prolific first century in New Zealand 
and the Pacific, and looks towards 
the future and a continuing drive 
to bring about lasting change. An 
expansive and engaging read, Mana 
Tangata: People of Action shines 
a light on an iconic but perhaps 
overlooked champion of service 
above self.

Front cover artwork, Te Amotai, by Dean Whiting
The materials in Te Amotai are indigenous to 
the Pacific and include matai and tōtara timber, 
mother of pearl and mussel shell. The name Te 
Amotai references the swell patterns of the Pacific 
that early seafarers learnt to navigate by, reading 
subtle differences to guide them towards islands 
beyond the horizon. The artwork also reflects on 
the primordial story of Ranginui and Papatūānuku 
who embrace and nurture us all.

Dr Stephen Clarke is a history graduate 
of the University of Otago and the 
University of New South Wales with a 
longstanding interest in the social history 
of Aotearoa New Zealand. After two 
years as Historian with the Ministry for 
Culture and Heritage, he joined the Royal 
New Zealand Returned and Services 
Association in 2001. As chief executive 
he led the strategic transformation and 
rebrand of the RSA between 2008 
and 2013, and later wrote After the 
War: The RSA in New Zealand. He is 
an independent historian and founding 
director of Making History Ltd.

Dean Whiting is of Te Whānau-ā-Apanui 
and Scottish descent. The son of Cliff 
and Heather Whiting, he was born in 
Nelson and grew up in Whanganui 
and Palmerston North, and finished 
his schooling in the Bay of Islands. His 
late father was an influential artist and 
educator, recognised for Māori heritage 
conservation and the development of 
the arts in Māori communities. Dean 
has a particular focus on cultural 
engagement with iwi throughout Aotearoa 
New Zealand  and the conservation of 
indigenous built heritage structures, 
including wharenui, whare kai, and whare 
karakia. Dean is a member of the Creative 
New Zealand Arts Council and an 
advocate for the development of Māori 
art across Aotearoa.

ManaTangata_CVR_FULL.indd   1ManaTangata_CVR_FULL.indd   1 11/12/20   7:13 PM11/12/20   7:13 PM

Mana Tangata: People of Action
Stephen Clarke
RRP: NZ$55.00
Rotary’s 100 years in New Zealand and 85 years 
in the Pacific are characterised by a remarkable 
record of endeavour and service. Since the first 
New Zealand clubs were founded in Auckland 
and Wellington, Rotarians have been people of 
action – enriching and enhancing communities 
through their commitment to serving others.

This richly illustrated and lively history shares 
the story of Rotary’s prolific first century in New 
Zealand and the Pacific, and looks towards the 
future and a continuing drive to bring about 
lasting change. An expansive and engaging read, 
Mana Tangata: People of Action shines a light on 
an iconic but perhaps overlooked champion of 
Service Above Self.

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN one of two 
copies of Mana Tangata: People of Action email 
giveaways@rotarydownunder.com.au with 
'Mana Tangata' in the subject line. Please include 
your contact details, including delivery address.
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Pride of Workmanship Awards

Contact us for a
FREE copy of our
program guide

This program aims at identifying and recognising people who excel in their vocations.
Through the program, clubs connect with businesses and the community and gain

opportunities for Membership Development and Public Relations as well.

For more information check out our website at www.pride-of-workmanship.com
or contact the Rotary Club of Pennant Hills - District 9685 

Phone: 0444 565 780 or email us at: orders@pride-of-workmanship.com

10th
October

Districts of Australia

www.australianrotaryhealth.org.au

The Promise of Home
Nicola Marsh
HarperCollins
RRP: $29.99
This dyed-in-the-wool country girl 
will do anything to protect the 
home she loves... A fast-paced, 
heart-warming rural romance 
from a USA Today bestselling 
Australian author.

Entrusted with running 
her grandfather’s real estate 
business, Karlana Vogel’s 
determined to make it thrive. 
Pop raised her in small-town 
Acacia Haven after her parents 
died, so the family legacy is 
her pride and joy. When the 
competition, a cocky city mogul, 
breezes into town with a deal to 
take over, she’s incensed. 

Hudson Grenville came 
from less than nothing and 
has worked nonstop to turn 
it all around. But he’s only a 
hard-nosed salesman on the 
outside – acquiring the Vogels’ 
agency is the linchpin he needs 
to make his housing project 
for homeless kids work. Unless 
he’s willing to let down all those 
counting on him, he has no 
choice but to stick around  
town and try to persuade  
Karly to sell.

Despite being on opposite 
sides of the boardroom, the 
deal is complicated by the 
chemistry that keeps bringing 
them back to the table. Both 
parties will have to assess what 
they want out of life. And what 
they’re willing to give up.

Travelling with Pets on 
Australia’s East Coast
Carla Francis
Woodslane Press
RRP: $34.99
Travelling with Pets on 
Australia’s East Coast explores 
the best pet-friendly 
accommodation (from five-
star hotels to campgrounds) 
between Port Douglas and 
Port Fairy. 

Every author-chosen, 
unbiased entry has a brief 
opinion plus details of price 
and which pets are welcome. 
It also features the best 
doggie days out, dog-friendly 
beaches, parks, cafes, pubs 
and wineries, so you can 

enjoy family outings with 
your beloved furry friends. 
In collating this invaluable 
resource for pet owners, no 
advertising was accepted, and 
only the authors' choice of the 
best accommodation has  
been included. 

Discover thousands of 
places to take your pet.



IS
SU

E 
65

3 
SE

PT
. 2

02
2

| 58 |

ROTARY AT A GLANCE

The Object of Rotary is to encourage and foster the ideal 
of service as a basis of worthy enterprise and,  
in particular, to encourage and foster:

1 The development of acquaintance as an 
opportunity for service;

2  High ethical standards in business and 
professions; the recognition of the worthiness 
of all useful occupations; and the dignifying of 
each Rotarian’s occupation as an opportunity 
to serve society;

3 The application of the ideal of service in 
each Rotarian’s personal, business and 
community life;

4  The advancement of international 
understanding, goodwill and peace through a 
world fellowship of business and professional 
persons united in the ideal of service.

Rotarians: 1,175,466* in 36,913 clubs in  
545 Districts in 220 countries/geographic areas.

Rotaractors: 207,597* in 11,370 clubs in 532 
districts in 184 countries/geographic areas.

Interactors: 423,545* in 18,415 clubs in 498 
districts in 161 countries/geographic areas. 

Rotary Community Corps members: 200,615* 
in 12,371 clubs in 235 districts in 90 countries/
geographic areas.

As at July 13, 2022, there are 23,731 Rotary 
members in 1008 clubs in 16 districts in Australia, 
and 6,771 Rotary members in 254 clubs in five 
districts in New Zealand and the Pacific. In addition, 
there are 821 Rotaract members in 63 clubs in 
Australia and 160 Rotaract members in 19 clubs 
in New Zealand and the Pacific. Australian and 
New Zealand districts include Nauru, Papua New 
Guinea, Solomon Islands, Timor Leste, American 
Samoa, Cook Islands, Fiji, French Polynesia, Kiribati, 
New Caledonia, Norfolk Island, Samoa, Tonga and 
Vanuatu, where there are 570 Rotarians in 37 clubs 
and 116 Rotaractors in 11 clubs.

ROTARY AT A GLANCE OBJECT OF 
ROTARY

RI General Officers 2022-23

PRESIDENT
JENNIFER JONES 
Windsor-Roseland, Canada

PRESIDENT-ELECT
GORDON MCINALLY 
South Queensferry, Scotland

VICE PRESIDENT
NICKI SCOTT 
The North Cotswolds, England

TREASURER
ANANTHANARAYANAN 'VENKY' VENKATESH
Chennai Mambalam, India

DIRECTORS
ALBERTO CECCHINI
Roma Nord-Est, Italy

PATRICK CHISANGA
Nkwazi, Zambia

JESSIE HARMAN
Wendouree Breakfast, Vic, Australia

JEREMY HURST
Grand Cayman, Cayman Islands

DREW KESSLER
North Rockland, New York, US

MUHAMMAD FAIZ KIDWAI
Karachi Karsaz, Pakistan

WON-PYO KIM
Gyeongju South, Korea

URS KLEMM
Aarau, Switzerland

MAHESH KOTBAGI
Pune Sports City, India

PATRICIA MERRYWEATHER-ARGES
Naperville, Illinois, US

LENA MJERSKAUG
Enebakk, Norway

VICKI PULIZ
Sparks, Nevada, US

YOSHIO SATO
Okayama-South, Japan

JULIO CÉSAR SILVA-SANTISTEBAN
El Rímac, Peru

ELIZABETH USOVICZ
Kansas City-Plaza, Missouri, US

GENERAL SECRETARY
JOHN HEWKO
Kyiv, Ukraine

Trustees of The Rotary  
Foundation 2022-23

CHAIR
IAN RISELEY
Sandringham, Vic, Australia

CHAIR-ELECT
BARRY RASSIN
East Nassau, Bahamas

VICE CHAIR
LARRY LUNSFORD
KANSAS CITY-PLAZA, MISSOURI, US

TRUSTEES
JORGE AUFRANC 
Guatemala Sur, Guatemala

MARCELO DEMÉTRIO HAICK
Santos-Praia, Brazil

MARTHA PEAK HELMAN
Boothbay Harbor, Maine, US

HOLGER KNAACK
Herzogtum Lauenburg-Mölln,Germany

HSIU-MING LIN
Taipei Tungteh, Taiwan

MARK DANIEL MALONEY
Decatur, Alabama, US

GEETA K. MANEK
Muthaiga, Kenya

AZIZ MEMON
Karachi, Pakistan

AKIRA MIKI
Himeji, Japan

BHARAT S. PANDYA
Borivli, India

GREG E. PODD
Evergreen, Colorado, US

DEAN ROHRS 
Langley Central, Canada

GENERAL SECRETARY
JOHN HEWKO
Kyiv, Ukraine

Rotary District Governors 2022-23
Ineke Oliver (D9455); Ric McDonald (D9465); 
Paul Thomas (D9510); John Hall (D9560); Tim 
Keeler (D9620); Karen Thomas (D9640); Neville 
Parsons (D9660); Janice Hall (D9675); Mina 
Howard (D9685); Geraldine Rurenga (D9705); 
Kathy Rivett (D9780); David McPherson (D9790); 
Amanda Wendt (D9800); Ken Miller (D9810); 
Paul Mee (D9820); Bob Calvert (D9830); Matt 
McLeod (D9910); Allan Smith (D9920); Kevin 
Forgeson (D9930); Marilyn Stevens (D9940);  
Jan Boustead (D9999)

Rotary Down Under – The Board of Directors
PDG Tim Moore (chair); Past Governors  
Craig Edmonston (deputy chair); Brian Eddy; 
Jennie Herring; Kalma McLellan; Brian Peters;  
DG Bob Calvert; DGE Craig Dowling

id-card

heart handshake
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ROTARY AT A GLANCE

5.4.

1. Pull-up Banner $160.00 AU  
2. Apron $29.50 AU

3. Shirt $22.00 AU 
4. Cap $20.00 AU  

5. EPN Pin $2.50 AU 

rdusupplies.com.au sales@rdusupplies.com.au AU + 61 2 9633 4888 Toll free from NZ: 0800 287 682

SHOW YOUR SUPPORT

2.1.

END POLIO NOW 

3.
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ROTARY AT A GLANCE

Register today at 
convention.rotary.org

Discover new ways to tackle the world’s most pressing challenges 
at the Rotary International Convention. You’ll fi nd the tools, resources, 
and connections to make an impact at home and around the world.  

IMAGINE
OPPORTUNITIES

2023 ROTARY INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION
MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA
27-31 MAY 2023


